Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



^ UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD 
g ENGLISH FACULTY 

^ LIBRARY 

ST. CROSS BUILDING, OXFORD 

This book is confined to 
the Library 




Most facsimile and limited editions, 
dictionaries, and bibliographical 
catalogues, are treated as reference 
books for use in the Library only, but 
in exceptional cases some of them are 
occasionally lent to Readers with 
special needs. 

Any Reader with particular reasons 
for wishing to borrow a book which 
is ordinarily confined to the Library 
is invited to consult the Librarian. 



X^'^^r^/^X^^S^X^I^i^^ 




L 



i 



1) 7 Hf^\ (i\) 





300149634U 



J 



HISTORY 



MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS ; 



A FRAGMENT; 



TRANSLATED FKOM THE OEIOINAL FRENCH 
OP ADAM BLACKWOOD. 



PRINTED AT EDINBURGH, 
MDCCCXXXIV. 



PRESENTED 



TO THE 



MAITLAND CLUB, 



BY 



ROBERT ADAM. 



THE MAITLAND CLUB. 



M.DCCC.XXXIV. 



I 
t 



THE EARL OF GLASGOW, 

[PIUBSIDENT.3 

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF SUSSEX. 

ROBERT ADAM, ESQ. 

JOHN BAIN, ESQ. 
5 ROBERT BELL, ESQ. 

SIR DAVID HUNTER BLAIR, BART. 

WALTER BUCHANAN, ESQ. 

THE MARQUESS OF BUTE. 

ALEXANDER CAMPBELL, ESQ. 
10 LORD JOHN CAMPBELL. 

JOHN DONALD CARRICK:, ESQ. 

HENRY COCKBURN, ESQ. 

JAMES DENNISTOUN, ESQ. 

JAMES DOBIB, ESQ. 
16 RICHARD DUNCAN, ESQ. [TREASURER.] 

WILLIAM JAMES DUNCAN, ESQ. 

JAMES DUNLOP, ESQ. 

JAMES EWING, ESQ.> LL.D. 

KIRKMAN FINLAY, ESQ. 



THE MAITLAND CLUB. 



20 REV. WILLIAM FLEMING, D.D. 

WILLIAM MALCOLM FLEMING, ESa 

JOHN FULLARTON, ESQ. 

RIGHT HON. THOMAS GRENVILLE. 

JAMES HILL, ESQ. 
25 LAURENCE HILL, ESQ. 

GEORGE HOUSTOUN, ESQ. 

JOHN KERR, ESQ, [VICE-PRESIDENT.] 

ROBERT ALEXANDER KIDSTON, ESQ. 

GEORGE R. RINLOCH, ESQ. 
30 JOHN GIBSON LOCKHART, ESQ., LL.B. 

ALEXANDER MACDONALD, ESQ. 

WILLIAM MACDOWALL, ESQ. 

THE VERY REV. PRINCIPAL MACFARL AN, D.D. 

ANDREW MACGEORGE, ESQ. 
d5 ALEXANDER MACGRIGOR, ESa 

DONALD MACINTYRE, ESQ. 

JOHN WHITEFOORD MACKENZIE, ESQ. 

GEORGE MACINTOSH, ESQ. 

ALEXANDER MACNEILL, ESQ. 
40 JAMES MAIDMENT, ESQ. 

THOMAS MAITLAND, ESQ. 

WILLIAM MEIKLEHAM, ESQ. 

WILLIAM HENRY MILLER, ESQ. 

WILLIAM MOTHERWELL, ESQ. 
45 WILLIAM MURE, ESQ. 

ALEXANDER OSWALD, ESQ. 

JOHN MACMICHAN PAGAN, ESQ., M.D. 

WILLIAM PATRICK, ESQ. 

EDWARD PIPER, ESQ. 



THE MAITLAND CLUB. 



50 ROBERT PITCAIRN, ESQ. 

JAMES CORBET PORTERFIELD, ESQ. 

HAMILTON PYPER, ESQ. 

PHILIP A. RAMSAY, ESQ. 

JOHN RICHARDSON, ESQ. 
55 WILLIAM ROBERTSON, ESQ. 

ANDREW SKENE, ESQ. 

JAMES SMITH, ESQ. 

JOHN SMITH, ESQ. 

JOHN SMITH, YGST., ESQ. [SECRETARY.] 
60 WILLIAM SMITH, ESQ. 

GEORGE SMYTHE, ESQ. 

MOSES STEVEN, ESQ. 

DUNCAN STEWART, ESQ. 

SYLVESTER DOUGLAS STIRLING, ESQ. 
65 JOHN STRANG, ESQ. 

THOMAS THOMSON, ESQ. 

PATRICK FRASER TYTLER, ESQ. 

ADAM URQUHART, ESQ. 

SIR PATRICK WALKER. 
70 WILSON DOBIE WILSON, ESQ. 



The mutilated hiBtorical fragment here giyen, from the only Manu- 
script known to exists is a translation of the work entitled ^' Martyre 
de Marie Stuart Royne d'Escosse et Douariere de France ; par Adam 
Blacvod, Conseiller du R07 au siege presidial de Poictiers." It was first 
published anonymously in the year 15879 and passed rapidly through 
several editions; owing its celebrity more, perhaps, to the intense 
interest of the subject, than to the intrinsic weight or merit of the 
composition. 

His occasional employment in negociations in behalf of the Queen of 
Scots, and his intimate connection with the Archbishop of St Andrews, 
had certainly afforded the author the means of access to correct infor- 
mation; but Blackwood's object was not that of writing a faithful 
history, but an eloquent panegyric on the yirtues of his royal mistress, 
an indignant exposure of her sufferings, and an unsparing invective 
on the atrocities of her whom he r^arded as the relentless perse- 
cutor and murderer of the unfortunate Mary. In these respects, his 
zeal and his passions had plainly hurried him far beyond the bounds of 
decency or discretion ; and the remark of Jebb, the latest editor of 
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Blackwood's tract, will be generally admitted as just : ** Dum prae fer- 
<< yidioris animi impetu Elizabetham Angliae Reginam, tarn virulento 
V insectitur calamo, dum facta ilia et falsissima de Hehrici VIIL et 
*\ Aim» Boulen» incestuosis amoribiis historiae suae inserat, id quidem 
f < fere efficit, ut dicendo niinimn nihil dlxerit/^ 

.' On comparing the French and English copies of the work, it will be 
found that the translation is not always very close or very accurate ; 

and that, in the English copy, nam^,- circtimstances, and reaiarks, 

• .* • 

not indeed of much importauce, are occasionally introduced, which 
are not to he found in the original, .The Manuscript^ which is ,ob« 
vipusly of the latter part of the sixteenth, .or banning of the seven- 

teenth century, was latterly in the possession of the late Mr Dillon, a 

• • • ' 

member of the Cliib, but of its previous history he has not left any 
notice^ 

The French, work of Blackwood is so easily accessible, that it has 

• not been deemed worth while to attempt a translation or to reprint the 

priginal of the parts which are here wanting.} which at the beginning 

extend to about twenty-five page<s, and at the end to more ihan sixty 

paj^es of the edition- of his works published at Paris in 1644« 3ejtween 

these two deficiencies,/ however, there is this differenire, that the first 

. . - ■ • 

nine leaves of the manusccipt have evidently been lost or destroyed ^ 
but that it had never been ccmtinued beyond the poiiit where it now 
terminates. 
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On the other fide, he extolled the name of Steward^ ther auneient 
waloure, ther wertue, and the long time that thej had reigned, and what 
miffortune it wer if the croune Ihould he taken from ther heade, and 

: • 

giwen to another fiimame. To remedie fuch an inconrenient, and to 
retetne the memorie of her maiefties felff and her noble aunceftouris, 
(all which was fpeeche too plealinge and curreinge fawoure,) he wiihed 
with all his hearte that ihee wold tie and ioine the croune* to foure 
houfes of the name of Stewarde, and ibbftitute them one after another, 
incafe her maiefiie ihould deceaie not leawinge ame roiale iflue of her 
bodie. The foxe thoughte with him (elff he might eafefie joM^in 
this requeft, and that he ihould not.feill to be firft nominated him felff, 
confideringe the lowe that ihee bare him in giwinge him the authoritie 
in the realme, he beinge of her iumame, and therwithall the reputed 
naturall fonne of King James 5, h^r late deceafed father- But her 
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Maieftie was not £o limple or onadwifed but fhee prefentlie conceiwed 
whither the impudencie of this demaunde tended ; for if ihee had then 
graunted it, ihee knewe this fubftitution wold hare beene her mine, 
knowing the men that wer nominated, but her bale brother ipeciallie, 
who was firft in ordour, to be in natour fo ambitious that he wold hawe 
no pacience till he had killed her Maieftie, either with poyfon, fworde 
or by fome other indiredl, oblique and linifter meanes, to compafle his 
de%ned enterprife. But this her intention the Queene did werie witte- 
lie cower and excufe in regarde of her minoritie, and for the obliga- 
tioun jhee was bound in to thofe to whome the courfe of nature after 
her death had allotted the croune. 

Bj this aunfwere the Baftarde weele perceiwinge that he could not 
corrupt the . goode meaninge of the Queene concerninge the houfe of 
Hammilton as neareft to the Roiale familie, and that ihee was fo jealous 
for the greathes and adwancement of her laufuU heires, that ihee wold 
newer permitt that by this fubflitution the courfe of the auncient lawes of 
tibie croune ihould be ftopped concerninge the laufuU and naturall fuc- 
ceilion, he dewilied one meane whereby he thought to abolUhe all the race 
of the Hamiltons, and to hinder her Maieilie that ihee ihould not marie, 
and in fo doinge in (iie end to inweft him felff in the poileifion of the 
croune ; and the meanes was the reftitution of the houle of Lenox ; but 
the mater hapned quite otherwile : he knewe the deadlie ipite that was 
betuene the houfe of Lenox and the houle of Hammilton, and for that 
caufe the Earle of Lenox retired him fel£f into England, and had ther 
continewed fo longe that he was not nowe taken for a Scottiihman, but 
for a natural iubie£t and waifale of Elizabeth, hawinge miarried within 
her dominions ; of the which mariage he had two ibnnes aliwe, the Lord 
Dernelie his eldeft fone beinge then ten or twelfe yeares olde, one of the 
goodelieft Princes that ewer man fett his eyes ypon ; the other was Lord 
Charlecb a . goodlie younge gentleman of greate future hope alfo* The 
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BaflBrde, (wliome hencefoorthe throughout this Hiftorie we will name 
Murraie, ieeinge other writers, and thofe ipeciallle of his cuntrie call him 
fo) hawinge hindered her Maieflie to joine herfelf in mariage with anie 
forrenner beyonde leas, or to allea her felff with anie of greate mighte 
that fought her mariage, thinkinge to keepe her fruitlefle in her bodie and 
withput ifiue orheireto the croune, andyeet thinkinge he could hardlie 
fo keepe her, fuch was the youngnes of her yeares honoured with excel- 
lent beautie, but at lenth by the commone content of her nobilitie shee 
wold ieeke for her felff a fitte peere, offered and propounded ynto her 
the mariage of this younge Prince, not intendinge that the mariage 
fliould go forwarde, but onlie to turne her from the conceate of anie 
other more migh tie : and to maik« and to cower his purpofe, which 
was in no waies to fuffer her to marie : all this was done, and he fett 

■ 

thefe reafons doune for certane motiwes to hinder the intended mariage, 
he him felff beinge the firfl propounder and authour theroff. Firft, he 
held it'fure that ihee fhould newer marie with this younge Prince for the 
proximitie and nearnes of bloode, they beinge cufinge germanes; and. 
iecundlie, for the inequalitie that was betuine him and them that offered 
them felwes to her, and fb if it hapned to fall out, that ihee fhould 
marie him, he affiired him felff he could fruftrate her by lettes and 
impedimentes he could procure from Elizabeth out of England. Beholde 
then howe he offereth this prince to her Maiellie, thinkinge werelie 
that jQie Ihould refuie him ; and in refufinge him he thought then werie 
redelie to plaie his parte, and keepe her from any prince that might in 
anie time after come to rellrane and bridle him, or make him to liwe 
vnder anie lawe but in fo farre as him (elff beft lifted. 

The Queene had newer dreamed of the Lord Dernelie, nor yeetof the 
Earle of Lenox his father, when Murraie and his complices firft propofed 
it } fpeakinge of him werie honourable, and extollinge him abowe the 
ikies, he wiflied her to call home his father from exile, not to the intent 
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ihee fiiiould take his (bntie for her hufband, but to hife Urn to ferwe 
t&er turnei and that thej: might haw^e meanes to propofe fiune againft 
the potent Houle of Hammilton after he wer by ther meanes infinuated 
weele into her fitwour, who being ignorant to what thefe greate com- 
mejEidatiounB did tend, fuffered them to ^eake without anie more to do, 
till ypon a certaine time after that hk father was reftored to his honour 
and his goodes they preiented the fonne before her, when Ihee feeiiige 
him beautifull and of good grace, weelebelowed alfo as bj Murraie 
and by fome of the cheiffe of the nobUitie whom they had commended 
aiweele abfent as prefent, lb much declared his wertues as they di4 fee 
no prince vnder the heawen more woorthie to be companion of her 
jcepter, ihee thinkinge that fiich f peaches came afweele from ther heartes 
as from ther mouthes, beganne to receiwe him into more fawoure then 
they wold hawe had him in that had made a Iporte and game of him, 
and (b fufferinge her felff to be owercolne by litle and litle, refolweth 
to aOTociate him to her roiale perlbn. But Murraie and his complices, 
that it was in goode earneft, and that ther was no more jeaflinge, 
was like to burfle for werie malice, and biting ther fingers and blam- 
inge ther folies, and blamed e werie where the lightnes of ther Miilres 
that had fuffered her felff fo to be caried awaie with ther perfuafions : 
and yeet the fubtile traitour made a faire iho we before her, feineinge 
that the mater wold do weele wheroff he him felff not thinkinge was 
the firll authoure : But kndwinge it was all contrarie to his defignes, 
he endewoured and lauboured by all meanes pofiible ynderhand to 
breake the bloWe he had flricken } yeet [all] the cunninge he could 
iufe in Scotland was to no purpofe : and therefore he addrefieth him 
felff to England with manie thoufandes of accu&tiounes and falfe reportes 
againft the Lord Dernelie and his father, which for breuitie I omitt^ 

thinkinge that by Elizabethes cominaundement they wold delift. 

» 

Elizabeth fendeth into Scotland Mr Throgmorton her ambaOadour, 
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\flio lefte no. thinge vndone to di%uile the Queene of the lowe of this 
young Prince. But the mutuall affe6lipn of the two lowers had alredie 
taken roote fo deepe in ther heartes, that it was not poflible by evil re- 
portes or threatninges of anie in the world to difplant it* Her Maieftie 
thought not ther was anie in the Realme that difliked this mariage, being 
mowed therto by her bafiarde brother that could do all by the moft part 
x>f the. nobilitie^ whofe priuers hawe almofl a forme of cpnilralnt. The 
onlie impediment which ihee.founde in it was conlanguinitie, wherwith 
the Pope had dilpenfed. When the mariage was vpon the point to be 
confirmed, fee howe Murraie t^nd his complices wet enraged ; they 
runne to open force, . and thinke to kille the Lord Dernelie and his 
father at jther retume from St Johnfton to Edinburgh^ and to confine 
the Queene, whome they wold accompanie, to perpetuall prefoh to 
- the cc^le of Lochleawen perteninge to the bellie brother of Murraie. 
The plac^.apointed for the.ajQTaulte was the church neare Lochlewen,. 
which they had executed onles they had llaied ypon the cominge of the 
Earle of Ai^ile, one. of the priacipall of the conlpiracie : the goodman 
of DDuhilI> by name Lindeleie, had adiiertiled her Majeftie, and made 
her hallen her pace on her Jornie. The Earle of Rothus, who was 
brother in lawe to Lochleawen, tooke remiHion for hawinge a complice 
in this conlpiracie, and the other feeinge that they had fo manifefilie 
ftumbled, albeit of the fidelitie and demencie of the Queene redier to 
pardone then they wer to entrieate, notwithfiandinge all this, grew def- 
perate like Judas, and did refolwe to followe ther purpofe, confound* 
inge heawen and earth to caufe the breach of this mariage fb farre pre«- 
iudiciall to ther tyrannie : for to hawe gone about to execut fuch a trea- 
fon, and to plaie with ther millres, without endinge ther a€i;ion and 
interprife, they thought it. ^os to make the rope fhould ftrangle them 
lelwes, or whett the kniffe ihould cutte ther owen throates. They pur- 
pofed not therfore to holde ther armies acroile ^ and to go on by opeii 
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warre they thought beft ; and to drawe the commone people, too prompte 
of nature to rebellion, they caufled it to be publiihed throughout all 
Scotland that the Lord Dernelie was a papift, as was alfo his father and 
mother, and that the Queene had for no other cau(e maried him then 
to extirpat the faithfuU profeflbures of the true religioun, and to ower- 
throwe the ftate of the realme eftabliflied with the perill of ther liwes 
and of ther fortunes, and that fore to bringe this deligne to pafTe in- 
tended, they had fecrete intelligences and preparatiouns nowe ordered 
in Fraunce, a thinge which they ought not, nor ihould, nor yeet could 
fuffer, not onlie in regard of ther perfons and eftates, but for the man* 
tenance and honour of God in the profellion of a pure and true religion 
reformed by them. That ther perlbns, goodes and religion dependeth 
ypon the amitie by the deputies of Fraunce and England at the liege of 
Leith and lince confermed by the States of Scotland, which at this 
prefent they wold corrupt and fruftrate ; and that in this doinge ther 
procefie wer alredie made as beinge attaint and conwict of treafbn 
againil God and man, and no thinge was behind but the haulter : that 
they muft of neceflitie prewent the danger, feeinge they had no meanes 
to refill with might, if the Queene and her huiband had newer fo litle 
aide of forren Princes, which they expected ewerie daie ; and for this 
relpeft, it was much better for them to aflaile then to be aflaulted, and 
be prewented by the tempeft which they did fee hang ower ther heade. 

Heire you fie the pretexte of aboliihinge the amitie and ther reformed 
religion was a werie faire and ftronge pretence to drawe much people 
to ther faction : but in fb much as manie of the nobilitie had no interell 
therein, they adioined another claule which did touch the greater parte 
of the nobles of the realme, and that might giwe them occafion to 
thinke of ther afairs ; giwinge them to underftand, and liftinge it yp as an 
enfeignie, that her Maieftie wold rewoke all the alienatiounes of domane 
by her made duringe her minoritie, which is a cuflomarie thinge to 



MARY QUEEN OP SCOTS. 7 

the Kinges of Scotland after they come to be tuintie yeares olde, as is 
to be feene in ther actes of Parliament ; and further declared ynto them 
her Maiellies intent to rewoke and annexe to the croune all and ewerie 
of the landes of the church pofleiTed by the nobilitie^ which was better 
then the two partes of the reveinue of all the realme, a thinge werie 
hurtfuU to them to hawe lb Iweete a morfell pulled out of ther mouth, 
for they thought the rent of the church and all eccleliailicall liwinges to 
be ther owen patrimonies as they do yeet at this daie. Thofe reafons 
alledged by Murraie had fome appearance, if the fubiedt had been true, 
principallie in regarde of religion : but the Queene newer thought it, 
nor her hufband, to truble the eftate of the realme or of the religion 
which was then at her mariage, for ihee iawe at that time no meanes in 
the world to remowe it. But on the contrarie they keepte not on ther 
promefes which they promefed to her Maieflie by the Eflates, wheroff 
we hawe Ipoken heirtofore, for it was agreed, that her Maieilie and thole 
that followed her ihould not be trubled in the free exercife of ther 
religion ; and yeet hawinge but one preift, he was outraged and beaten 
before his mi&^s face, his omamentes of the altar taken out of his hand 
by Murraie his followers, and if it be true which Buchanan wreteth in 
his hiftorie, they thought to hawe proceeded againft him to hawe 
punilhed him in fuch forte as is ordained againfi idolatoures in the Iawe 
of Mofes, in which you maie weele fie the meanes that this ladie had 
to effe£tuat that which thefe goode fellowes do mention heire. And 
yeet manie greate Ix>rdes of greatefl accompt, and namelie the Duke o£ 
Shetleroe, father to the Earle of Arran, fuffered them felwes to be led 
by thofe cunninges that they tooke weapons in hand with Murraie, hold« 
inge that true which he iaide, becaufe they Iawe him goweme the whole 
realme at his difcretion, and heliewed that he knewe the greate parte 
of her fecret thoughtes. The thinge which principallie mowed them to 
fbUowe him was the feare they had that all tragedies by them plaied in 
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Scotland was the abfence of ther miftres lliould be examined, if this lawe 

of amitie wer abolifhed. Beholde them therfore in a redinee in armes 
to attend the armie of her Maieftie, and to bidde her battell at Glalcowe 
bridge. Amongeft others of ther fadlion thej had the Earle of Morton 
and the Lord Lindefay^ who newertheleiTe feinjied him felff to be for 

. the Queene, and continowed on her fide to hawe the leadinge of 
the foirewarde, and at the firft encounter he did flie and forlake her 
Maieftie, caufling her to be taken if they came to hard blowes^ but hf 
Godis providence the conlpiratouris wer afraied ; for albeit they wer 
ilronge enough to encounter with her Maieftie with the multitude of 
intelligences which they had yeet taken, I knowe with what papicke 

.fcare they durfte not lubmitt the mater to be decided by one dbubtfuU 
battell, but tied awaie as they iVer armed remowinge from place till 
they came into England,^ wher all traitoUres ar welcum, cherifled and 
receiwed with honour and credite. The traitour ibnne to a commone 
fimmpet beinge ther, plaied the part of Corlolanus the Roman, Ibllicit-. 
inge Elizabeth to make warre vpon his foweraigne and filler againft his 
natiue cuntrie. But her oouncell thought it not beft for (awinge of 
charges to proceede to open warre, but onlie by ftratagems and cun- 
ninges without expofinge them felwes to to greate a multitude of men, 
to the hazarde of ther lawes and troblinge of the two realmes, haw- 
jnge meanes to effe6tuat ther defigne in mowinge fome fedition in the . 
cuntrie, in the which the Kinge and his wife ihould be mingled and de- 
wided for the two fewerall parties, which wold be a thinge that wold 
difcower ther mindes, and make a difcorde and mortall dillention 
betuine them, and the meanes to take them boith, and to diipatch therby 
firft the one and after the other. 

Secretarie Cecile and Thomas Randolph knewe weele this plotte, 
who gawe adwife and councell to diipatch out of hand and to committ . 
the two cruell filthie murders we fhall ipeake of heirafter. Morton 
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had credite in the courte, beinge lefte ther bj the traitoures to giwe 
intelligence howe all maters paft there, and howe to betraie his miftres ; 
for thej could not chufe a more fitte man than him to do liich an a6t, 
who from his werie youth had beene renouned for his treacherie, and 
of whome his owen father had no goode opinion in his werie infancie : 
for at a certane time his nurfe coming foorth with him in a garden, 
where his father was with fome that had come to wiiite him bufie in 

ft 

talke, the nurfe fettinge donne the childe on the greene grafle, and not 
much mindinge him, the boie ieeth a toade, which he Ihatched vp, and 
had eaten it all till a litle of^ the legges ; which when ihee iawe, ihee 
cried out, thinkinge he ihould hawe beene poifoned ; and ihee takinge 
the legges of the toade that he had lefte as jeet oneatten^ he cried out 
fo loude and ihrille, that his father and the other gentlemen who wer 
not farre hard the outcries, who fend to fee what ihould be the caufe ; 
and when the meflinger returned and tolde the mater as it hapned, in 
all haifte he come where his ionne was, and ynderilandinge as it was, 
he cauHed giwe the legges alfo, which he greedelie ate vp alfo ; which 
the £ither feeinge, iaid. The dewill chewe the or burfte the, ther will 
newer come goode of the. As he prognofticated £0 it hapned ; for after, 
he was beheaded at Edinburghe, attainted and founde guiltie of heigh 
trealon, for the murder of the King his maiilen This gallant, then, as is 
laide, forfooke her Maiefiies parte, and he follouing the courte plaied the 
fiaiwe fo weele, that he gott him felff to be ludged within the roiale palice 
of his miitres, it beinge a houfe of great receipte. 

Within alfo ludged the Queenes Secretarie, Dauid Rizio, a Pede- 
montane, a man of greate and longe experience, and underiloode 
beft of anie ther the afaires of the ftate, weele reipe6ted of his mif- 
tres for his lingular witte, nowe beinge olde. He was a man of no 
beautie or outwarde ihape, for he was milhapen, ewil fawoured, 
and in wifage werie blacke ; but for his iidelitie, wifdome, prudence, 

B 
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weirtue ai^d his other goode partes and qualities of minde he was 
rieblie adorned* His maifier the King mudi hated him becaufe he 
y^m informed by the rebellis, he did what he could to eftablifh a fure 
amitie and frethdjfhipe betwine him and the houle of Hamilton, who had 
be^ie the caufe of the baniihment of his father the Earle of Lenox in 
£nglandt An other caule whie he hated the Secretarie was, becaufe he 
refufed to lubfcribe a confpiracie which the rebelles had drawine the 
King in, and made it knowen to the Queene* The confpiracie was 
^koB : they did mowe the Kinge to refolwe with himfelff, to take upon 
himfelff the authoritie and fole and the whole governement, excluding the 
Queene,and to ihutte her faft up in a ftronge caflle under the keeping 
of a ftronge guarde. This confpiracie being detected, as iaide is, the 
Lord Ruthven one of the confpiratouris much hated the Secretarie for 
his fidelitie to his miftres ; albeit he durft not nor could not but difclole 
the treacherie intended to hir maieftie who did finde him and the con- 
fpiratouris together at councell within a litle cabinet, for which her hu£> 
band was heighlie offended. Morton alio doubting the provident foir. 
fighte of this man, he being contrarie to his de%ne8, leafte he ihould be 
hindered in hb couries that wer not goode, did fullie refoIw.e to kill 
him, and in fo doinge» dexterouflie to execut the councell given him 
by Elizabethes councell of England fo euil and cur fed as might be 
dewifed, onlesit wer by difloiale traitouris that thinke ther is no ^ goode 
onles they rewenge them felwes of them that be oppolite to them. 
Morton commeth to the young prince (not greatlie befeene nor ac* 
qiiainted with the afaires of the commounewealth by reafon of his 
yoimge and tender yeares,) he putteth in his heade to take the fole 
gowemement vpon him, excluding the Queenefrom all authorities and 
by this means he ihould become greate and be remedied, obeyed, and 
feared and honoured of all the kingdome ; in > the which enterprife he 
wolde rine with him : it wer the beft courfe to emancipat him felff out of 
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the haBdes o£« woman, to whom it did not belonge to commaund^ her 
hiifband» it beinge a ihinge agiunft nature that the henne ihould crowe 
before the codce i yea, againft the commandement of the etemall Ood, 
that a maa ihould be fiibiedfc to his wyffe, the man beinge the imi^e 6f 
God, and woman the . image of man. See heire the faire beginning 
werie plau£Ue in ihowe to a jong gentleman of a loftie ftomake/ and 
that hath honour and greatnes bearinge in his heade, a thinge tibat 
commoenlie be£dleth the greateft fpirites, as Plato and TulUe reporti, 
goodejnaiflers iof polftie and gowemement of ^ates. At this werie 
fame time, (to fett fordwarde ihe enterprife,) the miniftrie begann to 
preach againft the gowemement of women, and Knox publiflied a booke 
for this puipofe« 

So Morton perceiwinge the Prince gaiwe eare to him, he pa£feth 

forther, and jmtteth.into his« heade, that the Seerotarie of whome 

we hawe Ipoken, was more familiar with the Queene then was for 

his hooour to fuffer, and for the maieflje of the ercmne to endure 

it ; and that it was this Dauid that perfwadedher not to yeelde yp her 

matrimMiniall <»roune vnto him, which of right did bel^ngie vnio him, as 

beingei'faeade owerhis wiffe, whom he might • compell by all lawe di- 

wine and humane, to confent to a thinge fo redlbnable ; and if ihee 

refufed to do it, he promifed Inm the Qneene of Englandes affiftance, 

with Murraies, his owen, and all the reft of ther fii^ion, to fiande fure 

his, and do the beft they could for him ; who wer all retired thither to 

ftrengthen him, if it wold pleaie him to pardcm ther former fa^tes, and 

reftore them to ther eflates, a thinge which he Ihotdd and mighte do 

without the adwife of the Queene, albeit fliee wer borne ibweraigne 

Kinge and Queene of the realme : H« was her heade, and therfore ihee 

ihould depend ypon him, and not he vpon her. Thus you fee he pro- 

• mifed the Prince for his parte the title of a Kinge, not only duringe 

. the mariage, but ewer after to Umand his^ if it ihould hapen the Queene 
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to die without iflue, for he might weele enough hinder the heires of her 
Maieftie to aipire therunto. This falfe Judas, on the other parte, fhewe 
to the Queene the youth of her hufband, giwen all to his owen will 
and pleafure, and that he wold owerthrowe him fel£F if her maieftie 
helde not the bridle, and that the croune which he demaunded wold be 
the mine of them boith if ihee agreed vnto him ; ihee did weele to keepe 
the foweraignitie with her felff, who was weele acknowledged of all 
the people to be ther lawfuU Ladie and miftres, and that they wold not 
willinglie come vnder the Engliihe yoke, for he could not but fomewhat 
hawe a touch of the nature of the place where he was borne ; meaninge 
heirby that the Engliih were fearce and proude of nature, and that the 
Scottes could not endure them. And thus he did not content him felff 
to giwe councell to the Queene to make her hufband odious vnto her, 
but alfo he defired that this poore Prince, that ihee might think him 
her befl; freind amongeft the nobilitie, in blaminge his pride, that he was 
fo infolent as to afjpire to hawe the title of the Kinge of Scottes, and 
abufe the Queene as if jQiee wer a flaiwe ; that his infolencie was intol- 
lerable, not onlie in regarde of her Maieftie, but alfo of all the nobi- 
litie } that it was necei&rie to bridle it, to the end he might not abufe 
his goode fortune, and that he might not adwance him felff forder then 
the lawes of the realme eft^bliftied wold permitt. See heire the fubtile 
and dewilifh pra6tifes of this makebate, in the abfence of Murraie his 
confederate freinde. 

The poore Prince, doubtinge nothinge of the treafone which was 
a bruinge, tendinge to his laft mine, and dreaming no thinge but 
of his owen particular meanes to attaine to be greate, putteth his 
whole truftie in Morton, and luppofeth the Queene his wiff by the 
councell of her Secretarie did refufe to inweft him in the kinglie 
diademe ; fo that you maie behold from the begininge of this trage- 
dies the death of this poore man is agreed vpon, and fuUie refolwed to 
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be putt in execution. The Queene knewe nocbt of thefe notable cowen- 
antes and bondes betuine Morton and ber hufbande. But feeinge the 
occafion was offered bj the abfence of Murraie and his complices, to do 
fomethinge for the honour of God and religion, which till that time ihe 
durfle not nor yeet had ihe anie meanes to undertake, ihee affembled 
the thrie Eftates in the beginninge of March, that iuftice might be ex- 
a€tlie and trulie miniilred without reipe6t: of perions, indifferentlie to 
all men throughout the realme, it fome fewe yeares together with re- 
ligion beinge troden vnder foote ; wherwith her hufbande feemed fo 
weele content, and cherifled the Queene more then ufuall, that he 
knewe not howe to do enough to pleafe. But in fo much as in treat- 
inge thofe afaires, ther mull needes be ipeech of the rebelles that wer 
in England before the firft Seflion of the Eftates, thefe bufinelles wer 
trubled by the meanes of a treafon the moft bloodie and barbarous that 
ewer was harde of to be committed in the prefence of a foweraigne 
Queene bigge with childe. When ihee had fupped in her palice of 
Holieroodehoufe within her cabinett, iupp%r hardlie yeet ended, her 
hufband, the Earle of Morton, the Lord Ruthwen, and the Lord 
Lindeiaie, came within the cabinet, accompanied with a companie of 
men all in armour : Amongeft others, Ruthven, hawinge his heade 
peece ypon his heade, and the reft of his bodie armed vnder his goune, 
at his cuminge in fitteth him felff doune in a chaire, and looked ypon 
the Queene with a fteme countenance. The Queene roarkinge him 
weele, iaide, that his comminge in was like the faihion of one that came 
to do no goode. To her he anfwered, he wiihed no harm but to a wil- 
len that was neare vnto her, pointinge at the Secretarie with his finger, 
and that he muft needes go out. Thefe woordes wer no Iboner uttered 
but he was ewerie waie aflaulted, when he catched holde of her Maiefties 
goune, cryinge aloud, Juftice, Juftice ; but for all that, they ftroake 
him ower the Queenes ihoulder, without anie refpe6t of her roiale per- 
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Ion, when Qtee was greate with childe and neare her reackninge. 
Amongeft otheris. of the murderars, the Lord Rutfavens eldeft fonne, 
(fome laie it was Andre we Carre of Faudonfide,) hearinge her Maieftfe 
complaininge of fuch crueltie done in her prefenee, helde a piiloll 
againft her bellie, all in a rage and blaQ>beming God faide he wold 
kill her if ihee rofe o«t of the place or did ipeake one woorde more. 
To whome ihee aunfwered, (after they had offered her manie iniuriooB 
IpeeoheSy which no honeft man wold hawe offered the moft alHe6t and 
contemptible perfon in the worlds) ihee trufted in God, who did be- 
holde this from the hie* hea wens, wold rewenge this wile contempt ; 
and fettinge her two handes to her iides, ihee faid, ihee hoped God wold 
mowe that which was betuine her fides, meaninge the childe of whome 
Ihee was then bigge, to roote him out, and his treafons, and all his 
treacherous pofteritie ; which the world no we maie fee to -hawe taken 
effect. 

The rebellious traitoures weradwifed by the councell of Englande to 
attempte this cruell murder in her preience, that the Queene being 
frighted at the %ht of this terrible tragedie, • might be brought to bed 
before the time, and fo the infiuit might die ; which he had not failed 
of but had died, (as was fuppofed) with his mother, onles one of the 
companie had not turned backe the hand of one that ftroake cruellie at 
the fecretarie with his dager, from the Queene : But God in his mer- 
cie, who faide. Touch not my anointed, had leiie of her a mightie 
King, who hath taken wengeance of manie of thefe treaibnable trai- 
toures, as the mother had longe before tolde in ther hearing, 

Beholde this maflacre accompliihed, thepooreSecretarie beinge cruelly 
murdered before the eyes of his miibres, and aflafinated with iixtie mortall 
wouiides, and ihee her felff locked yp and putt in prefon within a cham- 
ber, her domeftiques, guarde and ierwitoures chaied and driwen by force 
awaie out of the palice, and 24 men in armes, reteinars of the murther- 
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arsy fett to keepe her chamber dore^ to hmder that no man leiyii^ 
Ihould come neare to ipeake or confer re with her Maieftie. Morton had 
prowided 400 men all in armes, and conweied them within the palace 
courte» attendinge the execution of the cruell murder. Then within 
xii houres after this aflafination of the Secretarie, Murraie and his com- 
plices arriwe from England, weele guarded and accompanied; wherbywe 
maie weele perceiwe the Englifhe was partie. I call my Lord of Bed- 
fbrde, then Gowemour of Berwicke, witnes, who defired, coulde and 
wold Ipeake the truth in this point, if Elizabeth and her freind Leicefter 
had luffered it* The rebelles beinge arriwed, the firft thinge they did 
was to appeare at the time apointed them, within thrie daies of the 
which daie of ther appearance was the laft that they ihould hawe beene 
diipofefied of all there goodes and eflates, and d^^raded from ther no- 
bilitiee, and ther armes rent and tome in the publidt aflemblie of the 
Parliament, if they had feiled in ther cruell enterpriie. They prefented 
themfelwes ther all in armes, and demaunded the adte of ther appear- 
ance, finding no perfon in iuffice that demaunded of them anie thinge 
contrarie to ther goode liking. So the Parliament keept not; the 
realme beinge trubled by thefe broiles they fturred rp to hinder them to 
come to ther dewe triale. 

Murraie at his arriwall gaiwe his adwiiie, that the Queene Ihould 
be gwarded ftraitlie in fome ftronge. holde, where he and his aflb- 
ciates might commaunde, which they purpoled to do. But before 
the execution of tins adwife, ther intent was to conferre openlie 
with the Kinge about that which they purpofed to do; the thinge 
beinge fo weele begunne, and beinge no time of daliance lince they had 
entered fb farre, and fo much offended the Queene, that it ihould 
be an abfurde and ridiculous thinge to thinke to pleafe her, that ihee 
had no hearte if ihee wer no white touched with fuch crueltie, and that 
it was needfiiU to diipatch her out of hand, that they muft of force 
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publiihe throweout Europe her adulterie with Dauid Rizzio the lecre- 
tarie» to make ther caufe goode, not onlie before the people to appeaie 
ther furie, but alio before the Kinge of Fraunce, and all Chriftian 
Princes that might be oflPended ther with, and feeke rewenge of fuch an 
outragious offence. And to cuUour all thinges with a vizarde or maike 
of aboliihinge poperie and eflablifhinge the religion of the Goipell, they 
promefed to the Kinge to inveil him in the facred diademes authoritie, 
and to acknowledge no other but his ; and to afTure him of ther pro- 
meie, they deiired that inflantlie fome ordinances and edi£les ihould be 
publiflied at Edinburgh ynder his onlie name, without adioining ther- 
unto the Queenes name, as the cuftome was : but hj goode happe it fo 
fell out, that Murraie prefentlie repented him felff, (diffemblinlie plainge 
the double knaiwe,) exculinge him felff, fayinge he was ignorant and 
innocent of all the confpiracie, defyringe her pardon of the firft faulte 
by him and his complices committed when they retired into England, 
ihewinge her belides the danger wherin ihee was, that if fhee did not 
finde meanes to appeaie thofe who had killed the Secretarie, which ihee 
might do by receiwinge them to mercie, fo taking awaie the defpaire of 
hope which they had to obtaine pardon. To whome fhee aunfwered, 
that he had newer knowen in her anie cruell minde, IpitefuU or vindi- 
cative, but to the contrarie, manie of them had a fufficient triale of her 
greate fweetnes and clemencie, whereof Ihee newer repented her felff; 
this wertue beinge a thinge more beieeminge fuch a prince as fhee was 
then anie other ; but beinge captive, deteined and rellrained of her 
libertie by open force, as fhee fawe her felff to be, fhee had no meanes 
nowe to performe it, and ihowe in effe6l the grace which he requefted for 
them ; for that which fhee did could be to [no] end nor purpofe to them, 
nor yeet to him, whom fhee defired to gratifie abowe all others, and to do 
him all the pleafure fhee pofliblie could, as fhee wold make it knowen 
by effe6t, ther violence hawinge taken fuch deepe courfe that it did 
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paile meafbur, but her bountie might exceede tber willanie. As this 
Ipeecb paiTed betuine and tbe baftarde Murraie, the Kinge in the meaae 
while entered the chamber where ihee was loked vp fafi ; Ihee feeingo 
him, role vp and came to him werie kindlie, tellinge him of his greate 
fiuilte, and the greate danger wherin his aQ>eringe minde had and was 
like to bringe him in throwe ambition, and howe he had but finalle 
meanes to remedie the lame, and howe litle occafion he had to diftra3: 
him felff from her lowe, and to adhere to her mortal! ennemies, who 
had fo often fwome and attempted her mine ; that he had no thinge in 
Scotlande but bj her, and mder the Ihaddowe of her authoritie ; that 
Ihee was readie to bringe him foorth a childe, which mighte encreale 
his power and credite ; and that ihee was endangered with her ifliie to 
die, by the manifolde outrages done againft her; that if that ihould 
happen, he wer vndone, and that he mull not hawe anie hope to efcape 
the bloodie handes of thele hy whoie perfuafion he had killed his wiffe 
and his childe ; that they wold not lb be pleafed to be freed onlie from 
him that had to quicke and Iharpe an eie into ther afiures ; it was not 
Dauid Rizzio they Ihotte at, but they wold go forder in ther bufines ; 
that this poore man, whom he had made be maflacred fb willanouflie, 
without relpe3; or apparence of iuflice, wold crie for wengeance to God 
by his bloode ; and for that caufe he Ihould make his recourle to Goddes 
diwine Maiellie, with Tnfeingied repentance for his finnes, and namelie 
that, and that ther was no other meanes to exempt him felflF froim the 
hazarde of danger in the which they wer boith brought at the prefent 
by his onlie pride and ralhnes, except his omnipotent mercie, that 
abandoneth not them who aknowel^e ther offences with an humble 
and contrite hairte. 

This poore Prince, what ambition ibewer did blind him before, 
hawinge weele harde and conlidered the Queens fpeeches, beganne 
to putt water to his wine, to Ibunde his confcience, and with watrie 

c 
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ejeB, after he had craiwed pardon of her, he difcowered fullie all the 

tale, without ooncealinge anie one pointe of confpiracie, yea, not 

hidingo ewen that which did concerne the liffe of her Maieftie ; as 

alio howe they had agreed in ther councell, hj forme of iuftice, or 

rather ynder a cuUour of la we, to &tiffie ther blodie mindes, the heades 

of the Lord Levingfton, and the Lord Fleminge, and Sir James Bal- 

foure, and to mailacre a greate number of the cheiff and prindpall 

Lordes of the realme, and to droune manie of her Maiefties ladies of 

honour, namelie the moft auncient and nobleft families. He declared 

alfo ther faire promefes thej made him, of the title of a Kinge, and the 

aide and aflifiance of the Queene of Englande, and howe hj her letters, 

ambafladors, and large (ummes of money, fliee had ilirredyp all the former 

broiles and cruell conipiracies ; and howe Jafper CoUignie, Admirall 

of Fraunce, in cace the Chrifitan Kinge Charles then liwinge, or thofe 

of the Houfe of Lorran, or other Maiefties parentes, wold take notice of 

thole afares, promefed to do the like to aide and affift them to the utter- 

moft of his power ; and he tolde her he could put no trufte or confi* 

dence in the woordes of fuch cruell people, beinge fawage, fearce and 

inhumane, and that on the contrarie he did attend no other thing then 

to accompanie her Maieftie to the death, which was nowe certane and 

fullie agreed ypon and refolwed. 

The Queene, vnderftandinge thefe myfteries of fo horrible and pre- 
fumpteous trealbn, after that ihee had againe ihewed him the danger 
wherwith they wer compailed, and the litle afliirance that ther was to 
be giwen to the promefes of men fo barbarous, difloiale, and fo full of 
impietie, praieth him to returne to them, and report vnto them that he had 
founde her in werie goode temper to accorde and fubfcribe whatfbewer 
they wold ; but beinge prefoner as Ihee was, all that fliee did was in no 
force nor wertue, and that was of the adwife that for this onlie night 
they wolde fuffer her to hawe fome libertie without guarde, feeinge ihee 
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was ficke, and could not holde her &lff vpon her feete» and that he wold 
aunfwere for her perfbn. The conlpiratours attending his Q>eech werie 
diligentlie> to percei we his negotiation with the Queene» beinge returned 
vnto them againe, he aunfwered them according to the inftru£tion 
which the Queene had giwen him, and vpon it they longe deliberate. 
Some Ikide they muft not lole the occaQon to ridde her out of the waie, 
vpon whofe death ther liwes depended. Some propofed the commotion 
of the people, if fo they proceeded againil her by w^e of deede. Some 
gawe adwife to putt her to death, but they muft exlpe6t ftiil till fhee 
had fubfigned and lubfcriwed ther remiffion and pardon, accordinge to 
the refolution taken in councell : but yeet in the end, beinge certifeed 
of the greate extremitie of her ficknes, and that Ihee wold hardlie liwe 
till to morrowe, it was concluded that her hufband ihould keepe her 
that nighte, and that he might remowe and retire the guardes, as he 
thought it beft : which he did Ipeedelie in the nighte, and founde 
the meanes to go foorth at a backe gate, where the Queene with greate 
danger of her liffe was helped and mounted ypon horfbake, behinde 
Arthure Erikine, fonne to the Lord Erikine, her fcriwinere, who con- 
du6t;ed boith Kinge and Queene, fearinge ther liwes, in pofte haifte to 
the caftle of Dumbarre, 20 fcottiih miles diftant from Edinburgh. 

The rebelles wer readie to burfte for delpite that they had fuffered 
them felwes thus to be deluded, wherby they had lofte the occafion to 
ridde them felwes of ther Queene, which, perhapps, they might newer 
after recower ; but yeet they do ther beft to aflemble all ther aflbciates 
and complices in armes, to ailaulte her Maieftie. 

The Earles of Huntlie, Athol, and Boithwell, who had, on the other 
purte, laiwed them lelwes, efcapinge out of the windoes when the Secre- 
tarie was kilde, had nowe gathered together 9000 men, whome they 
brought to fuccour her Maieftie, wherwith the rebelles, much amazedj 
did betake them felff to flighte, fbme into England, the old ordinarie re« 
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ceptacle for traitours, fome into Argile amongeft the Irifhe kielande 
men, exipectinge and attendinge fome newe conlpiracie and change of 
the Courte, as they call it, to the end to be called againe and reftored 
againe to ther goodes and honours, and to hawe the meanes to plaie 
the laft a6te of the tragedie. The Queene, onwillinge that her hufband 
ihoulde be defamed with iiich a willanous murder and fo deteflable, 
made it be proclamed, with expreiTe prohibition, ynder paine of incur- 
ringe her indignation and heighe treafon, to all perfons, that none 
£hould fpeke euil of his heighnes, or laie that he was partaker of the 
death of Rizzio, her fecretarie. Shee gaiwe him alfo letters of pardon, 
to the end his ennemies might newer hawe meanes to prewaile againil 
him in luch a heinous crime, not that ihee feared, or had anie mifirufle, 
he could be punifhed for fuch crime whileft fhe liwed, but in cace it 
hapned that ihee ihould die before him ; theie letters giwen ones bj 
the prince might awarrant him againil all enquirie in a crime committed 
hj him, (for in Scotlande letters ones giwen by the Prince ar not fubieft 
to the iudge to [be] enquired and examined againe hj them, but be pre- 
fumed to hare beene giwen with fiill and entier knowledge of the crime) : 
wherin you maie clearlie fee the lynceritie of her lowe and coniugall 
affection which ihee bare towardes him without fraude or fi^ion, not- 
withftandinge the rigours that ihee made ihewe of Xbme time after, which 
proceeded not from anie ewill will, as you maie judge, but of greate 
difcretion and wiidome to make knowen [to] this younge Prince, ftoute of 
hand and curage, his greate pride and raihnes. 

I praie the good readar compare this my diicourie with that of Buchan* 
nans in his Scotiihe Hiftorie, wherin for this mater he hath as manie lies 
as woordes ; and with the defamatorie libell compofed by him in Latine, 
and declamed at London, when he was ther with Murraie and his com- 
plices, to make the Queene his mifires odious. The Engliihe duril newer 
hawe vnder taken the iudgment of fuch thinge, as ihalbe heirafler declared. 
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if this falfe traitoure had not beene incited, boith at home and bj them, 
to dilguife the weritie of this fa6te by painted eloquence. But in deipite 
of them ally it ihalbe moft ewidentlie feene to a man that hath newer fo 
litle iudgment, and that is experienced in the afaires of the world at this 
moft milerable time, what we can remember in our daies : he foundeth 
his principall ailment, which he propoieth againft his fbweraigne to 
make her guiltie of her hufbandes murder, ypon the mortall hatred 
which ihee bare him, or had occafion to bare him, and to the rigour 
fliee ufed towardes him ewer fince the murder of her fecretarie : But 
to make the contrarie appear vnto th6, and that they, who killed the 
one, mailacred and aflaulted the other, and that boith of the two mur- 
ders came out of the iame chope, by the paines and induftrie of the 
Queene of Englande and her councell, I will continowe mj narration to 
prowe this, albeit my propofitiounes of prohibitiounes made by her. MaieC- 
tie for fpeakinge euil of her hufbande, and of letters of remifiion giwen 
him, be fufficient for full refolution and refutatioun of thele ihamelefle, 
perverfe and detefiable calumnies, proceedinge from the forge and 
invention of Satan him felff. 

After the barbarous and^cruell murder of the fecretarie, the rebells, 
not able to make ther partie goode, foriboke the feildes and fled into 
Englfnd, the ordinarie herboure of fuch treacherous people, and thefe 
wer the cheiff and principall of them ; wiz. Morton, Ruthren, and 
Lindefiue, Who all wer at the execution of the cruell fa£t. Others fled 
into Argile with Murraie, who doubted not, as we hawe alredie fidde, 
but he fliould be called home againe to the court to communicate in 
this mater of the murder, becaufe he was abient, and the indignitie of 
the fa£te fo greiwed her Maieftie, that ihee wold eafelie deface the me- 
morie of all precedent iniuries, which thinge came ewen fo to pafle ; for 
her Maieftie lieing her lelff environed with traitouris, and knowinge not 
whom to. truft, and being ewerie daie follicited by perfons interpoied 
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by Murraie, did, in the end, by too greate a clemencie, yieldit him his 
pardon, giwing him againe all his honouris, and communicating vnto him 
her afairs and her mofl; inwarde thoughtes, as in times paft fhee had ; 
which thing caufled all the milcheiwes that ewer fince hawe diffarefled 
her hufband and her, and brought them boith to that lamentable end 
they came to. The King feeing this traitour afoote, and that his credite 
was more regarded in all the realme then his, tooke difpleafure at it, 
and could not endure it. On the other parte, Murraie, Morton, and 
the reft of the murdering butchers of the fecretarie, wold wiihe willing* 
lie the death of the young Prince, for abandoning ther parte, and for 
rewealing and telling all the tales he told of them to the Queene, of 
ther cruell confpiracies, to make them odious to her Maieftie ewer 
after, for which caufe he could in no forte trufte them, knowing ther 
difloiale and falfe partes, without feare of God, pietie of men : he com* 
meth to the Queene, he telleth the intention he had in his hearte to kille 
Murraie, whom he fo much miftrufted that he doubted ewen his flia- 
dowe, and that ther was no other meanes to afTure him felff of his liffe ; 
declaring farther vnto her, that the death of fuch a tratour was the 
repofe and reft of the whole realme, the aflurance of the ftate, and com* 
forte of the people. 

Her Maieftie amazed, heirlng his refolution, forbidde hyn in 
fewere and fharpe woordes not to blowe abroade this wicked de- 
figne, nor to pafTe anie further to effe6i the lame, telling him, that it 
was ynfitting for a Prince, as he was, to be bloodie, and that he could 
not be content to kill her Secretarie, but he muft needes aUb enter 
in her bloode and kill her brother, which fhe could not indure for the 
honour fhee bare to the deceafed Kinge her father ; fhe could not en- 
dure his bloode fhould be Ihed whom fhee acknowledged for his naturall 
ibnne, albeit a traitour and difloiale, by this meanes making no account 
of the bloode whence fhee iftued ; fhee faid fhee had iuflice in her handes 
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to puniihe him as he deferwed, when Ihee defired to be ride of him, and 
fiich a cruell fate was forbidden of God and man. Yeet, notwithftandtng 
all thefe declarations, he could not content him felff, but difcowered it 
to manie perlbns that he lowed them not fo weele as they did Murraie, 
and he waunted werie boldlie to the purpoie that they wold meete 
▼pon the firft occaiion ihould be offered. But Murraie, more craftie 
and fubtile then he, made a goode countenance on the mater, and 
fein^eed werie cunninglie as if he knewe no thinge of the mater, ihewing 
ewer a goode cheare, and yeet ceaied not for all that, to giwe ordoure 
to prewent him : he did ewer perceiwe that the liff of this young Prince 
was ewer contrarie to the defignes he had to come to the croune, and 
that he was of luch curage that he wold not feill to ezecut his purpoied 
intent, if in a goode houre he did not foriee the iminent danger, and 
prowide for it. 

And for this caufe, addrellinge him felff to his ordinarie councell 
of England, he brought it about in fuch fort, afweele by the entreatie 
of Elizabeth, as by the interceflion of the greateft faworites of the 
courte, and the moll affe£fcionat ieruitouris of his miilres, that Morton 
and hb complices obtained pardon of ther treafons, and wer rewoked 
from banifhment, which thing much fortified him, afweele by reafon of 
ther alMance, as by reafon of the goode councell they brought him from 
Elizabeth and her councell, and for the olde hatred they bore alfo ynto 
him. At ther firft arriwall, feeing her Maieftie giwe fome Ihow of 
dilcontent towardes her hufband, they put it in her heade to forfake 
him, afweele by realbn of his diflblule liffe, as for becaufe of the death 
of the Secretarie, wherof as they faide he was the onlie authour. To the 
which Ihee made aunfwere, that her huiband was yeet but younge, and 
that ihee wold eafelie bring him into the right waie, and that of his 
nature he was weele enclined and goode, and that ther was not a better 
natured man in aQ the world, aAd that his corruption came of euil 
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councell of the! e that wer neither his freindes nor hers. Of this ann- 
fwere they receiwed no content, hawing heirbye difcowered that the 
greiffe of her Maieftie againft her hufband was no other thinge but a 
countenance, and that from her hearte ihee perfe6llie lowed him. 

James Hepburn Earl Boithwell, hereditarie heigh Admiral! of 
Scotland, had beene all his liftime a faithfull ferwant of the cronne, a 
man waliant, and for magnanimoufe prowefle, abowe all others ; but, 
as touching other thinges, audacious, proude, inconftant, changable, 
and ealie to be perfwaded, readie to vndertake, and more readie to put 
in execution ; and for this caufe did Murraie and his wicked complices 
muche doubt and fuipe6i him, and had ewer beene his deadlie enne* 
mies ; and knowing full weele the humour of the peribn, and that he 
was the fitteft man in the world to execute ther minde and defigne, they 
lauboured earneftlie to make him on ther fide, to effe6hiat the councell 
which they had taken in England, tendinge not onlie to the mine of 
th^ Queene and her hufband, but to his owen, who had not witt enough 
to conceiwe it. Having, therefore, entered familiarilie with him, they do 
beginne to propofe the indignitie of the mariage of ther miftres with a 
younge and ftubrunne foole, that had lb much gulled her that Ihee was 
nowe difcontented with him, and wold be glade to be ride of him, if by 
anie honeil meanes it could be done ; but that Ihee was fo wertuous, 
lage and modefl, that fhee durile not difcower her greiffe to her befi 
ferwantes, that might remedie it, a thinge which caufled her to be.werie 
melancholious ; for hawing taken this young man vpon her owen motion, 
and without the concent of thofe of Lorran and Guife, her mothers 
freindes, ihee feared to be accufed by them of lightnes, if ihee ihould 
not diipatch her lelff of him ; but if anie goode companion wold giwe 
him a deadlie blowe without her priwitie, and that nothinge might be 
imputed ynto her, ihee wold not greiwe, nor be much dilpleafed ther- 
with ; for albeit he had giwen her th^ greateft caufe of the world to 
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die, be it by iuftice or adventure, fo that it is that fhee could not, with- 
out blame, openlie confent, afweele for the peoples woice, ignorant of 
her miferie, as in regarde of her parentes, whole adwife ihee durfte not 
aike, who beinge yeet duelie certifeed of the leaft indignities which ihee 
fiiffered by confirainte of a man of no woorthe, wold councell her to be 
rewenged vpon him, and emploie the nobilitie of her countrie to deliwer 
her from his bondage ; for that it was he that was the onlie authour of 
the murder of the fecretarie, and not fo contenting himlelff, he thought 
to diQ>atch out of the world her Maieftie, (fo fpoke they to Boithwell,) if 
ihee had not iaiwed her felff throwe a windowe : And after that he had 
done this famous a£le, he was fo impudent and proude, that he durfte 
write to the King of Fraunce, and to the greateft Princes of the Chrif* 
tianitie, letters defamatorie and full of lies againft his wiffe, thinking by 
fuch meanes to exciife his willenie, boith of the inwenting and execution 
of the cruell murder of the fecretarie ; for albeit this poore man knewe 
not himfelff, and made himfelff odious to the nobilitie, yeet ihould he 
not hawe handled him fo roodlie as he did in the prefence of her Ma- 
ieftie, hawing meanes enough to remedie the mater with lefle fcandale« 
There is no doubte but her Midefties parentes of Lorraine and Guife, 
wold holde it werie agreable and convenient to awenge the crime, if 
it wer fitte likewife for a woman to demaunde it ; but feeing we haue 
this ranke to be the firft in honours in the realme, and that we haue 
the principall intereft concerning the honour of our Miftres, and the 
vpholding of her greatnes and authoritie, we muft not attend till we 
be entreated, and that firangers ihewe ws our lelfons. That is to us 
heigh treafon to knowe fuch thinges and to endure them : We do not 
complaine of the litle account he maketh of ws, and all the Lordes of 
this realme, whom he efteemeth no more then flaiwes, threatning to 
kill ws, now one, and then another, at ewerie worde he uttereth ; but 
the onworthie behauiour he ufeth towardes her Maieftie, and knowing 
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the duelie of a fobiedt, and the cauie and grounde of his fortune, ought 
no fooner by us to be endured. We hawe oftentimes merwaUed at 
your Lordihipe, moft affe6fcionat to her ferwioe, how you coulde hawe 
fo greate pacience» and hawe not beene mowed with fiidi greate out- 
rages that you fee her daielie endure, which is the eaufe that doeth 
mowe ws to addreile our felwes ynto your Lordihipe, to knowe your 
intent whether it will pleaie you to fubfcribe to this councell which we 
hawe tak^i to deliwer her Maieftie from the captiuitie of tiiis younge 
foole, and to giwe her to hufband ibme Lord of the cuntrie whom we 
{hall thinke fitte, and agreable for her, which we hawe nowe weele ad- 
wifed, and made choiie of your perfon if you thinke the condition 
goode. Amongeft all the reft of us there is none can accept it, fbme 
for proximitie of bloode, Ibme for impoflibilitie to be feparstod from 
ther wiwes, fome others for the multitude of ther children, fome others 
f<H* the hatred her Maieftie bearedi imto them, albeit to her moft humble 
and affe^ionat ferwantes ; you ar one of the youngeft and noUeft Lordes 
of this reaime, beautifull, waliant, without charge of children, honoured, 
relpe^ted of her Maieftie for your greate ferwices pafte, whom Ihee can 
not weele refute, beinge by us dioien and prelented among^ others of 
the nobilitie, to be companion of her croune and fbepter : our praiers 
(hall hawe force to conftraine her, beinge founded ypon f b goode and 
fo apparent reafons ; for the reaime being ib trubled, as you lee, and lb 
roanie quarrellis amongeft them of the nobilitie, it flmlbe no aflniBnce 
ynto her to liwe wedowe, and leiTe aflurance to marie ane forren 
prince. The Scottes be compoled of fiich humouris that they can not 
be fubie£t to a forreiner ; howe Ibone Ihaked they of ther liekes the yoke 
of Queene Marie of Lorran, her Maiefties mother, and refufed ther 
due obedience to Frauncis the lecond. King of Fraunce ? Thinke you 
that after they be enfranchiled from the tyrannie of the Englilh, they 
will endure to be commanded by anie other then one of ther owen na- 
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tion? Will they referre them felves in ther difixNrdes to afbrangefy as they 
will to jour Lordfhippe ? Marke weele our purpoles, and fuffer not this 
occafion to flippe ; it is goode fortune which offereth it felff mto you ; it 
will tome to your greate ibrrow, to fee an other heirafter enioye that 
whieh you m^ht hawe had with the goode liking of all men« 

Thefe faire promefes la iliewe made Boithwelles mouth water, and did 
much tickle his minde ; for, he heinge werie ambitious of nature, and 
much giwen to his pleafurs, he did not a litle merwell and thinke of the 
owerture that was then offered him, to content boith the one and the 
other of thrfe paffions : For his anfwere, after he had giwen them 
manie and large thankes for ther goode will, and the opinion they had 
of lus prudence, he laide he thought him felff lefie then capable of fo 
goode fortune, and to the which he durfte newer alpire. He beganne 
to deplore the iniuries done to her Maieftie by her difloiale and ingrate- 
fiill huibande, and the greater goode hape that it wer to him, and to all 
the realme, if ihee could theroff be deliwered, that it ihould fiicke vpon 
him, and that he wold fubfcribe willinglie to all that which ihould 
pleafe the Lordes for the folace of his miftres, fwearinge and pro- 
teftinge to be [a] fisiithfull feruitour to them all his liffe, what fortune 
fi>ewer might befall him : but tuiching the condition they propof* 
ed of the mariage of her Maieftie, that he fawe not howe it might 
be executed,r feeing he had ones alredie allied him felff in one of the 
greateft in the realme, which he could not by anie meanes diflblwe. 
To wh<»ne they againe replied, that he ihould take no care of that, 
hawing iuflie occafion of diworce, and that they wold make his wiffe, and 
all her parents, giwe ther conientes therunto ; and albeit they refuC* 
ed, yeet they wold not ceafe to go forder, for Boithwell had maried one 
of his neareft kinred, whole cufinge he had camallie knowen before, and 
this was a moft laufuU impediment of fuch a mariage ; and albeit ther 
wer no other caufe of divorce, yeet the repofe and peace of the realme 
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ihould content them together, that the perfonis of Princes ar priwi- 
ledged, which, for iuile and goode occafions, ar difpenfed with all, and 
be not as other people fubie6): to the lawe ; and albeit ther wer no 
reafon, nor apparence of reafon, in the world to be feparated from his 
wiffe, they had the miniflers at ther commande, who wold make diworce 
as they Ihoulde defire : To conclude, they led on this miferable younge 
man by ther fubtile craftes and inwentions, that he vndertoke to aflaulte 
and murder the Kinge, follouinge therin the adwife and councell which 
they gawe him cuninglie. This refolution was vndertaken, the fblemne 
and authentike wretinges beinge firft fubfcribed and fealed, and writen 
by Alexander Haye, publi6t notarie, after Clerk Begifter in Scotland. 
Murraie cometh to the Queene, and telleth her, that the Lord Demelie 
her hufband, the Earle of Lenox his father, and the Earle of Glencarne, 
with manie mo of the nobilitie, wer aflembled together at Glafcoue to 
take councell by what meanes they might depriwe her Maiellie of the 
gowernment of the realme, and to inweil her hufbande, and to take her 
and to confine her to perpetual I prefon if fhee refufed to confent, and 
therfore he counfelled her in all Ipeede to repaire to Glalcoue flronglie 
accompanied, to prewent ther defignes. 

By fuch reportes this foxe did thinke nothing but to alienate her 
minde from her hufbande, and prepare and dilpofe her to beare mode- 
ratlie the death of him whome ihee lowed dearelie, notwithfianding the 
feingeed rigouris and counterfutes which Ihee made ihowe of to him. 
But her Maiellie, knowinge weele the malice of Murraie, made no 
great account of his aduertifinent, but beinge otherwife informed of his 
* Alexander Haye, ficknels, and that the fmalle poxe* was broken out on him, not able to 

phyaitian, who mi* 

nistred vnto him, diiTemble anie longer the lowe which fhee bare him, tooke her iurnie 

saide it waa poiion, 

which the atrcngth towarde GlaTcouc to vifite him, whither when fhee came, fliee ufed him 

of hi8 nature, he 

beinge of a goodc ^erie kiudlie and courteoullie, without any diflike or fhowe of offences 

oomplexion, did '* 

driwe forthe. ^^i^^ ^^xA entreated him fo weele as was pofllible for anie woman to do. 
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wheroff Murraie and bis complices wer no white glade, feeing the 
greate forrowe ihee had in his death plotted bj them, which might take 
awaie the opinion from the people of her confenting ; for this was the 
prindpall of ther defignes, to procure the fufpicion of this cruell fa£le 
[]to3 be bruted to proceede from the Queene, and to make her become 
odious, and to (eaze them felwes in the roiale gowemment of the ftate ; 
which after they did, pairting the pelfe amongeft them, that is, ipendinge 
the reTenneus of the croune as they lifted. 

After ihee had foioumed a while at Glafcoue, and that the ficknefs 
had runne his courfe, Murraie tolde the Queene that it was needeful 
for the Kinge to be remowed for the change the aire, and that the 
Lord B thought it werie fitte that he (hould be ludged with 

the Froweift of Kirkfeilde at Edinburghe, being a place heighlie 
fituate, pleafant, and in goode aire, inwironed with pleaiant gardens, 
and remowed from the noife of people ; but to the contrarie, the palace 
fioode lawe, and by meanes of the Courte keepte ther, had greate reforte 
[of] people. The Queene thought this councell goode, not doubtinge 
anie danger, condu6ted thither her hufband, and as ihee led him by the 
hand to the houle of the Earle of Arran, harde adioininge to the Kirke 
of feilde, Murraie did bid her retume, and led him to the balefull &tall 
ludgine, where he ended his li£f : Whilleft he was ther, her Maiefiie 
werie often vifited him, not miflxuftinge anie euil, whatfoewer her falfe 
ennemies (aie to the contrarie. Shee lowinglie ftaied with her hufband, 
giwing him all the contentment ihee coulde, flaying with him almoft 
till midnighte, and about two or thrie houres afler, the houfe was 
blowen vp with gunnepouder in a commone poftem at a hoile, the fame 
time that her Maieftie was there, and it was done by thofe who mufte 
needes therafter, (the better to cullour ther deiignes), feeme to be the 
rewengers of the crueltie, whereoff they wer the cheiff authouris, for the 
Queene goeing foorthe of the ludgine to go to her palice, fhee did 
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meete Paris,, the Earl of Boithwallis ferwant^ whom ihee aiked whence 
he came, he fmelled io of gunnepouder. 

The daie before the cruell deede, Murraie tooke his leawe of 
the Queene, feinseinge that bis wiffe was fo ficke in childbed 
that no man expelled her liff one hour. But full weele knewe 
he what fhould be done that night» as alio he did vnderftand, yea 
dewil'ed it him felff, that this joung Prince fhould hawe beeoe blowne 
yp in a pouder traine in ft place in the walie forgainft the caflie 
gates of Stirling, onles his uncle who keepte the young Prince his 
fonne, repenting him felff that he gaiwe his content to fiich a cruell 
fa&e, had forwamed him not to go furthe to the walie to beholde the 
fireihewes for feare of danger. Murraie wold faine hawe awoided all 
fuipitione of [the] foul fiidte, in going to lee his wiffe before her death, but 
his owen tounge did bewrie him to be accellarie therunto, and knewe 
weele the whole mater, fo that it feemeth he was the chieffe and princi- 
pal! dewiTer, if not the executioner, for after he had taken leiwe of the 
Queene, he laide to the Lord Harrife, this night Ihall the Kinge loofe 
his liffe ; which ipeech of his the laide Lord hath often lince mantained 
to his face boith at home and abroade, and namelie at the citie of Yorke 
before the deputies of Elizabeth ther councellouri% that was acceflarie 
to this cruell murder: and he fpoke thefe wordes not onlie to the fidde 
Lorde Harrife, but he alio repeated them to fome of his freindes beinge 
embarked in a bote when as he paiFedower the water at theQueenes ferrie, 
which is an arme of the fea two miles broade betuine Edinburgh and 
Dunnfermeling. If he was forie for the death of the Ring, as he made 
ihewe fome time after, whie did he not certifie the Queene of the con* 
fpiracie, feeing he knewe it ? Whie did he not ihowe the Kinge of it, and 
forwarne him of the danger ? The leaft woorde of his mouth might hawe 
hindered this bloodie murder, and hawe laiwed the innocent princes 
liff, and the honour of his Queene, and the whole kingdomes. 
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But fithence he could not be ilaied at the Courte, notnithftanding all 
the inflance her Maieftie could make, but conwoied him felff awaie 
almoft at the time that the murder was committed, knowing weele the 
maner ho we it ihould proceede, and that he might hawe letted and bin- 
dered it by one onlie woorde, in that he declared that he was at leaft 
eonf^iting to the arime» and that his eSe&ed abfence was but to ferwe 
him for a maike and culloured cloake to excufe him in the fight of the 
world, and he wold not be at the execution, contenting him lelff to 
hawe his agentes and minifiers of his goode will, vpon whome he 
might aflure him {elff* 

The nexte daie after the a6Unge of this tragedie, earlie in the 
mominge arriweth Robert Durie, archer of the Cfariftian kinges 
guarde in Scotland, lent from the archbifhope of Glalcowe from 
Fraunce, to aduerti£e her Maieftie of fome greate intended confpi- 
racie againft either her liffe, her hufbandes, or her young fonnes, or 
all thrie, wfaeroff ther was certane and fure aduertifment giwen to 
without ipecifeinge either the authours, ther names, or them 
and ther names againft whom it was prepared. 

So this parracide thus cruellie committed, diuers rumouris runne 
abroade throwe Edinburgh of the authours and caufles of fo damnable 
and cruell a treafbn, ewerie one iudginge and fpeakinge accordinge to 
the goode or badde affed;ion that he caried to the Lordes of the Courte. 
But the Queene, whom thefe afaires more concerned then anie other, 
ignorant of the bruites Ipred thorowe the citie, and not able to dif* 
cower the minifters of this a&ion, fhee was forced, by founde of trumpet, 
to.publifhe the goode will fhee had to rewenge the death of her huf- 
band, and to recompence liberallie thefe that wold reweale the authouris 
of it. The neighbours of the adioininge houfes ar 

The Earle of Argile, hereditarie Lord Chieffe iuflice of the realme, had 
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commandement from her Maieftie, to do all his beft diligence poflible to 
learne out the truth, and to apprehend all the complices of the fa6te, 
which he tooke no care to do his duetie in his office, for he was inte- 
relied in the foule fa£te. 

In the end, by certane libellis fixed in the market place, and 
publi6t and open gates of the citie, the Earle Boithwell is defam- 
ed to be the authour and the doare of the cruell murder, and that 
by the meanes of thofe who fett him aworke: Which thing, after 
that it came to the Queenes eares, albeit Ihee could hardlie beliwe 
fuch an accufation for the goode opinion fhee had of him, that ne- 
wer before had beene delated to offend her, or her lawes, yeet fhee 
caulTed him to be taken, and putt into the handes of the iuflice, that 
he might be proceeded againll by ordour of lawe i and for this pur- 
pofe, fhee did make choice of thofe who did not fawour him, and thofe 
wer Morton and Murraie, who boith after perfecuted her facred 
Maieflie for this woefull B& with all Q)itefull hatred. All that wer pro- 
uided to go vpon this triale, wer of Murraies fadlioune and faworites : 
they onlie ar charged to take inflruction and iudgment of the procefTe ; — 
if they did cleare and abfolwe him, it is ther faulte, if they knewe him 
culpablie guiltie, they did againfl her commiflion giwen them ; and 
not takinge notice of the thinge accordinglie, be them (elwes guiltie, 
and maie be fiippofed to be of councell and knawledge of the fa6te. 
Shee can not iufUie be blamed (fhee being in fuch anguifh of mihde as 
fhee was in for the death of her hufband), for the mifcareihge of thetriale 
of that, which, by the lawes of the landes, fhee trufled them with. Shee 
did not thinke, that they, whome fhee put in trufte to trie the mater» had 
fubfcribed with ther handes the write and inflrument of agrement to 
do this wicked parricide, and fealed the fame approwinge it, which 
was ewident by Mortouns confefBon, who fuffered for the crime, and that 
beinge Prote6toure and Regent Gowemour for the young Kinge in his 
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minoritie a long time, becaufe he did not punifhe and purfue with iufie 
wengeance accordinge to the lawes, which he ought to hawe putt in 
execution, all that wer guiltie of fuch heinOus treafounes. But becaufe 
they them felwes who wer of that fa6l:ioun wer guiltie, none of ther 
aflbciates and complices wer punifhed, and fo Boithwell ther copartner, 
againfl ther confciences, was abfolwed, not for anie goode which they 
did beare him, they being ewer his mortall ennemie, but to make ther 
miftres her felff to be fufpefled theroff. 

But the potte of Roils being difcowered by Boithwellis death, if they 
had condemned him, ther guiltines, and ther miftres innocencie, fhould 
ewidentlie appeare in the eyes of the world : For this caule they dif* 
{emble werie cuninglie the malice they had in ther mindes againil Boith- 
well, and make greate fhowe of reipe£fc they hawe to his amitie, till 
fuch time as they had meanes to entangle and compaife the Queene, and 
make her miferable, to feaie vpon the gowemement of the croune, 
which was the onlie marke they ihotte at. And for to make better the 
miihaps^ and to giwe her certane argument of ther zeale and goode 
aflfeftion^ wheroff they built ther a paradice, and that jhee fhould no 
thinge doubte of that which they bruted of her, Murraie tolde her that 
he mufl; needes take a woiage into Fraunce, and commended vnto her 
his afaires, leawinge them to her prote6tion and faiw^^rde all the 
meanes which he had in Scotland. But before ther partinge they mull 
finiihe the worke with the a6tioun like vnto the beginning, and adde 
a catailrophe to the tragedie conformable to the other which they had 
lauboured, ellis ther endeworinge laubouris Ihould ferwe to no end, if the 
Queene ihould not runne the fame fortune with her hufband. 

^They propofe vnto her werie cunninglie, the greate difordour that 
was in the realme by the divifion of the nobilitie, and the incon wenience 
that arifeth by the gowemement of wedowes, in regarde of the fmalle 
meanes they hawe to put a remedie therto, onles it be by the mariage 
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of iuch a man as fhould be agreable to them all who ar of the nobilitie. 
This owerture thus made, and feeing that after manie afTayes they had 
almoft gained this point of her, that fhee wold marie againe, and that 
they wolde force her to do it,, they propofed vnto her, in the firft place, 
the difficultie to rule and gowerne the people of Scotland, lowers of 
libertie, infolent of ther felff, and altogither onwilling to beare the yoke 
of a ilrange Prince, putting befor her eyes manie examples; and 
amongeft others, Queene Marie her mother, a Prince lb fage, vertuous, 
debonare, and eafie to be led, as ewer was anie in the world ; Fraunces 
2, Kinge of Fraunce ; John Baliol, of the cuntrie of Normandie, one 
of the firft yeet of the peeres of the Scotiihe bloode, whofe gowemement 
was vnto them vnfupportable, not for anie other reafbn but for that 
they wer borne in a ftrange cuntrie. They added to thefe the Ro- 
mans and Engliflie, who, for this caufe, wer newer fuffered to effe6t 
ther entended conqueftes do what they could, th6 wer fo curageouflie re« 
Med, and beaten home with fliame at the length ; and therfore it was 
ueceilarie for her to choofe fome Lord from amongeft her fubie6tis, ac- 
cordinge to her heart, to whom fliee Ihould by folemne oth, and they 
all binde themfelwes to relpect, honoure, and feare, and yeeld vnto her 
the obeilance due to her roial Maieftie. On the contrarie, if fhe 
thought to go her owen waies, and refule him whom all the nobilitie 
and people wold liibmit themfelwes of ther owen motion, fliee ftiould 
owerthrowe her felff and her eftate, and put all the realme into a fire 
of diflention. 

Thele entries thus made, in the end of the place th6 put the Earle 
of Boithwel], hereditarie Admirall of the realme, whome they extoU, 
afweele for his nobilitie as for his beautie, valour and dexteritie in 
warre, to her choice, like wnto whom they could not finde the like. 
They alledged alfo the goode ferwices he had done for her Maieftie, 
being almoft the onlie one of all her realme that had newer waried nor 
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fiuled of his duetie» and that had neither fpared liff nor goodes for ad- 
vancement of her authorities To conclude, they ade the different 
quarrellis and mortall enmities which wer amongeft the greateft parte 
of the nohilitie, wheroff they wold rcferre them (elwes to her and to no 
other, which fhould he the greateft goode that ewer ihould hefall her 
Maieflie. In the end, feeing the difficultie fhee made to yeelde to ther 
eouncell, as to ahafe her lelff fo much as to ioine her lelff by fo ftraite 
a lawe to one of her liibiedtes, they caufied a certane draught of mariage 
to be made, which they all of them %ned with ther handes, and de» 
liwered it to Boithwell, to ferwe him for his warrant in time and 
place* This notwithftanding, feeinge the principall exception her 
MaiefHe tooke to withftand ther perfuafiouns, was the murder of the 
Kinge, and the mariage contracted betuine Boithwell and the fifter of 
the Earle of Huntelie, and that it was contrarie to all right and reafon, 
that fhee ihould marie him who was thought guiltie of her former huf* 
bandis murder, as alio werie onieemlie for anie man to hawe two 
wiwes together being aliue. To the firft they anfwered, he was cleared 
of all fuipition by the lawe ; and as for the ieconde, ther wer manie 
goode and iiifficient reafons for the diworce which they could procure 
eafelie. 

Seeing thus the Queene not to iland content with the diworce, they 
made her beliwe that the Earle of Boithwellis ladie was alredie deade, 
and iaide nowe the mater was without all difficultie i and the occafion 
was nowe offered, that Boithwell wold ierwe him felff with this con- 
tra61; of mariage betuine him and her Maieftie, iubfigned with the 
handes of the greater parte of the nobilitie of the realme, for ib they 
had adwifed him to do, as he was an apt fcholar, being ambitious no 
doubte enough of nature. They councelled the Queene to go to the 
caftle of Sterling, to yifite her younge ibnne the prince, and made 
Boithwell acquanted at what time fhee ihould returne ; and in the 
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meane time, they wiihed him to lie in wmfcadoe, weele accompa- 
nied, and fo he might catche her, and carie her where he wold, and force 
her to marie him ; and as he was taught he did, afpiringe to be greate. 
For while as the Queene returned from Sterling, he ftaied hj the waie, 
weele accompanied with a greate number of men all in armes, and 
led her to the caftele of Dunnbarre, where when he had brought her, 
much againft her ilomake, he ihewed her the contract, faying to 
her, fhee mufi needes content, fince the nobilitie and all the people 
hold it expedient, afweel for the publifl iaiwegarde of all, as for aflur- 
ance of her roiale ellate, promeling, in other thinges, to be her mofl 
humble and affe6tionat feruitour, as he had ewer beene, and ewer to 
acknoweledge, (for the honour that he receiwed of her Maieftie,) her his 
dreade Soweraigne ; he promefed all humble obeifance for the greatnes 
of his vnderferwed fortunes which he ihould hawe by her, and 
vnexpe^ted, wherwith the greateil monarch of the earth might reft 
iatiffeed. 

Thus the confortles Princes feeing her felff captiuated, and none of her 
nobilitie to come for her deliwerie and reftitution agane to her former 
libertie, and on all fides afliailed and importuned by the praiers and folici- 
tations of fome of the greateft and moft mightie of the realme, and other- 
wife affrighted with the remembrance of her hufbandis murder, and her 
fecretarie, and howe then fhee was threatned with the danger of her 
liffe, then being bigge with childe, as it wer fhaking and trembling at the 
memoriall therof, not being able to refift, nor knowing whom to truft, 
nor whether to tume her felff, feeing her lelff deftitute of her nobilitie, 
and that they had by ther wretinges and iignes confpired to bring this 
mariage to an end, gaiwe place, though much againft her flomake, to 
the prefent danger and neceflitie, afiuring her felff no thing could 
be imputed vnto her for faulte, if anie thinge did fall out otherwife 
then weele, vpon ther heades who wer the onlie and authouris and con- 
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ftrainers of her to yeelde to the muiage, which fhee newer dreamed 
nor thought of. 

The manage thus finiihed, heholde the cheiffe authouris and councel- 
louris theroff gett them felwes together rp in armes, to dazell the eyes of 
the people, as they had newer beene acquainted with the purpofe. In 
iher firft infiirreSiion and tumultuous rewolt, they make no fhewe or 
iigne they caned ane difcontented minde againft the Queene ther Mif- 
tres ; but made it be imprinted and publiihed throwe the cuntrie ther 
proteftation, by the which they did iweare, calling God to witnes, that 
they wer forced to take wei^ons in hand for no other occafion but to 
ileliwer her Maiefiie out of the captiuitie of Boithwell, the murderer of 
the Kinge ; and therfore they did praie all the faithfull ferwantes and 
the goode fubiedles of the Croune to aide, aflift and fett to ther hand 
to fo commendable a worke, and woorthie of men of goode fame and 
honeilie } which was the caufe that manie men of marke, and that did 
not ufuallie rebell, had ioined them felwes to ther fides. 

The conipiracie was refolwed ypon at Dunkell, in the werie finiih- 
ing of the manage, and fo came fordwarde in armes towarde Borthike 
cafile, where the Queene was for the time i when fhee hardlie e&aped 
by flight ynto the caftell of Dumbarre, whither fhee commanded fo 
manie as wold yeelde her obedience to come in armes, to refift her be- 
traiers and tndtourous ennemies, who fubtillie had brought her in this 
greate danger, and the cuntrie to be thus trubled. Wnto her came 
ipedelie a goode companie of men, as might vpon fuch a fudden ailemble 
them felwes together for the defence of ther Prince. Shee came ford- 
warde with her forces to Carbarrie hill, thinkinge no fubieft durft be 
bolde to ftande in the fight of ther Prince in armes ; but it fell out 
contrarie to her expectation, for the rebellis that fought her fo farre, 
came fordwarde in armes with defplaied banere. 

Thus the two armies, being ranged in battell and readie to come 
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and encounter the rebelles, £ent vnto her Maieftie William Kirkealdle 
of Grange to declare vnto her, in all humilitie, that they could not fee 
her ib capitiwed and held in lulMedlion, as it were a flaiwe to Boith^ 
well the murderar of the Kinge ; and if it wold pleafe her Maieftie to ■ 
foriake him^ and to come to them, they protefted, with infinite othes, thejr 
wold continowe and reft her Maiefties moft affe6fcionat and faithfull 
ierwantefi more then ewer before, and more then Boithwell or anie 
other. The Queene, wondering of that which was Ipoken of Boith- 
well, whom at ther inftant praiers and threates ihee had wedd and 
elpoufed» and whom now they blamed of that cruell murder, became 
amazed, hawinge neither care nor regarde what ihould become of her 
lelff ; fliee commanded Boithwell to retire him felff from her preience, 
laying, his caufe was neither goode nor honeft;, for as begunne in mif- 
chieffe, to he had gone fordwarde } and fo Ihee came to the rebellis, think* 
inge they wold be as goode as ther woorde, and keepe touches with 
her Maieftie ; and this was done 15 June 1567* 

This yeelding her felff in the handes of her difloiale iubie6tis, whofe 
treacherie fo often ihee had tried, hath beene her b^inninge to her latter 
mine, and brought her Maiefties moft faithfull fubie^fces to greate truble 
lince, for ihee had meanes enough to puniihe ther pride, if ihee had keepte 
her felff out of ther handes. But ihee laid, ihee wold not hawe the bloode 
of her fuble£tis ihed, and ihee trailed to ther felemne fworne promefe 
made by Grange in ther name, who thought not that they wold hawe 
broken with her, nor wiihed him to carie a meflage that they newer 
meant to keepe, making him an inflrument to betraie his Princes in 
ther handes. But he perceiwinge treacherie, and that his honour was 
ftained, he tuke notice theroff, albeit too late, and turned himielff 
to her MaieiHes iide, and iince did her Maieftie goode l^wice in keep- 
ing the ftrong holde, the caftle of Edinburgh, to her Maieilies be- 
howe, thinkinge one daie to fee her Maieftie adwanfed to her former 
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roiale eftate. He wold newer yeelde this fortrefle to her MaieftiM re- 
bellis, for that they had fo treacherouflie deceiwed him in the foirfaides 
promefes towardes his foweraigne, when he was enwironed in the caflle 
foiriaide hy the Queenes rebellis, and Elizabeth ther defendrefle in 
treacherie had fent them aide, and boith did ailaulte him, and batter the 
fortrefle for the ipace of two yeares, fliooting in that Q>ace 12000 ihoote 
of greate canon and ordinance, beiides manie mo (mailer ihotte, he hard* 
lie was driwen by compoiition to yeelde him felff and the houfe, not to 
Morton, nor his miftres rebellis for the caufe foirfaide, but to Eliaabeth, 
who promefed him his faiftie of his li£f and his brothers, together with 
ther landes, and whatfoewer ellb did belong vnto them, and to departe, as 
the prowerbe is, with bagge and baggage : But howe weele ihee keepte 
promeie you maie fee by this, that when they had yeelded them felwes 
to her, ihee put them in the handes of the falle traitour Morton, her 
right eie and ther deadlie enemie, contrarie not onlie to all faith and 
confcience, but alfo to all ciwile and militarie dilcipline, hanged them 
boith ypon a gibbet. 

The abominable traitouris, hawinge the Queene as a preie in ther 
handes, without much ado led her to Edinburgh, careinge before 
her a banner, wherin was painted her deade hufband, and the young 
Prince at her feete cryinge for wengeance ; and this they did the 
more to fpitte her, and make her die for exceedinge greiffe, for- 
rowe and outrage. They had prepared this baner, hawing it in 
readines to ihewe her the wofull fpe£tacle, afluring them felwes ihee 
wolde yeelde and come to them lb foone as ihee ihould beholde the 
ipe£Ucle, in an image of the parricide of her former hufl)and by Boith- 
well ; wherein you maie [fee] their treaibn premeditated* Nowe, being 
come to Edinburgh, they encamp themfelwes within the roiale palice, 
fbronglie fenced with men of armes« They put the Queene ther miftres 
to ludge with the proweft of the toune, imd apointed a companie of 
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commone fouldiouris to watche her boith day and nigbt. Ower foir- 
gainft her ludgine they fpred abroade the foirfaide banner, and left ther 
miftres without ladie, or maide of honour, or chammerlane, or anie 
grome to attende her in her neede. All the night longe they robbed 
her mowables, and all that was in her Maieflies roiale palice : all the 
roiale furnitour and omamentes of the* croune wer maid hawoke of, 
wheroif Ibme of greate price and walewe Murraie delivered to Eliza- 
beth in England, and fome to her councell, and other fbme was lent in 
Fraunce and flaunder, and ther made monie of to help them ford« 
warde in ther treacherous rebellioun. In the morning betimes ihee was 

attired with of a which came hardlie doune to 

her Maiefties knees, and fett ypon a haikneie without anie roiale furni- 
tour, and be chance was founde feeding in a medowe, and fhee is caried to 
the caffle of Lochlewin, beinge fituat with [in] a freihe water deepe laike 
in circuit fixe miles, hawing no entrie but by boate, (b that now they ar 
fure of her perlbn to dilpofe of it at ther pleafoun The owner of this 
houle was Murraies wombe brother, who with Marre his uncle, Lin- 
deiaie, Mortoun, and the reft of that treacherous crewe, who intended 
nowe to adwance this cruell baftarde to the roiale croune and icepter, 
thought it beft ihee fhould be ftrangled betuine the quiltes of her bed, 
and after to make it be blafed abroade fhee had hanged her felif with 
her owen handes, fearing ihee fhould hawe come to triale of iuflice and 
fobedifpatched : others, more politicke, thinkinge this crueltie wold make 
them be fufpe6ied of the people, and that ther was an other more plea- 
faunt waie to come to the accomplifhment theroff. But all ther defignes 
be odious, not to proceede anie farder till Murraies comming, that he 
might be ther partner in fo dangerous an aflion ; for albeit no thinge 
pafted till that time but vnder his name and authoritie, as beinge cheiffe 
and authour of the league, yeet fo it is, that as traitours miftrufle one 
another, they feare his coming, and that more eafelie to obteine his pur*. 
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pole, he wold make as if he wer offended for the badde entreatie of his 
fifter, and in the meane while he wolde demaund iufiice and wengeance, 
althought nothinge [haid ?3 more contented him then to hawe her quitlie 
diipatched out of hand. Murraie was then in Fraunce negotiatinge 
with Admirall CoUignie howe he ihould hawe the cardes fhulBied, that is, 
hdwe he fliould behawe and carie him felff to attaine to the crouneof 
Scotland. The'Chriftian kinge Charles 9» the Lordes of Guile, and all 
the greateft of the peeres of Fraunce, ihewed him werie goode counte- 
nance, and finding ther fawour, he promefed to fett his lifter frie at her 
owen libertie to enioje her roiale authoritie, and to appeafe thole that 
wer rewolted from her obedience, and make them acknowledge her 
Maiefties fcepten 

In this meane while Murraie receiweth letters from his aflbciates the 
rebellis, bj the meanes of Elizabeth and her ambafTadouris, command- 
ing him with all diligence to.returne home into England, firft to hawe 
notice what his goode freinde Elizabeth, what he muft do towardes his 
fifter, and then into Scotland to fett forward thinges as they had 
b^^nne, for his better adwancement. But he at the firft doeth neither 
obeie his complices commandement, nor foUoweth ther councell, and 
therefore, he thought beft to cleare him felff of anie malice towardes his 
filler: he returnes them with all Ipeede, by the lame meanes he receiwed 
ther letters together with Elizabethes, an anfwer willinge them, by all 
meanes polfible, out of hande to ridde his fiftier out of the waie before 
his cominge, for fo long as ihee liwed he Ihould never return, nor yeet 
they fee him. But yeet his goode freindis and aflbciates thought if 
they followed his dire6tions in this point, the treafon wold be too ma- 
nifeft to all the world, and the excufes they could make to him at his 
return, (for they doubted not but Elizabeth could make him come 
home,) Ihould content and latilfie him ; for if without the aflemblie of 
the eftates, hawing her perlbn in their owen cuftodie in Murraies 
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vombe brothers keeping in a iironge holde, they ihould attempte lo' 
greate a eaterprile, they could not aunfwere it, but all the people wold 
crie out on them. And that they might the better content him, aa he 
defired them by the meanes of Elizabeth, an a6l is eoncluded, and done 
by conftraint and iaire promefes, by which it is notifeed to the fubie3m» 
that the captiwe Queene diimifled her felff of all gowemement of the 
realme, leawinge the croune and all the roiale authoritie to the younge 
Prince her fonne, afligninge vnto him for his n^ent and tutour the 
falle double hearted traitour Murraie, whome they willed and com- 
manded to be named and called Regent to the King, and all his fub« 
ie&es and whole realme. 

This a6l, thus framed and procured by Elizabeth and her councell, 
ihee thinkinge the captiwe Queene her cufinge wold not fb eafelie yeelde 
ynto, as they defired, lent vnto her Maieflie Nicholas Throgmorton, ane 
weele acquanted with fuch deepe diflembling, deliweringe by him ynto 
her cufinge letters full of counterfiite forrowe and greiffe, which ihee 
laid ihee tooke for her mififortune, promefing her all fawour, iuccour, 
and aide, and that fliee wold come to her in her owen perfbn, leading 
with her a flronge and mightie armie, to fett her at libertie, reftoringe 
her to her former authoritie, if her fubie6tes wold not do her reafon. 
But in the meane while, being certifeed and informed that they wold 
compell her to yeelde vp her croune to her fonne, and that they wold 
kille her if Ihee refilled, for the amitie which fhee had fwome and 
woued vnto her, and for the defire ihee had to iaiwe her from fuch 
inconrenience, and in ipecialle her liff, ihee lend her ambafiladour to 
certifie her of the danger ihee ftoode in, and to declare ynto her, that 
this a£fc could not in anie wais turne to her preiudice, it beinge by 
force and yiolence, as it wer, extorted, ihee then being in prefon, and 
in the handes of her ennemies, and therfore ihee did iniiantlie praie 
her to yeelde to the neceffitie of the time, and to iaiwe her felff fey 
granting them ther demaundes. 
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is (bdd^i meflage and aduerttfrneat weeie fliewetht that nothing 
was d(Hie by Murraie and his complices, without the direction of Elisa* 
beth and ber dewililhe eonncell, who by all meanes ewer did feeke and 
procure the mine of this poore ladie. And the rebelles likewife, not yn« 
miadfull of the bufines they had in hand, do lead vnto ber Maieftie, 
nowe captiwe in Lochlewin, Lindefaie, a raging, furious, rude, igno* 
rant man in the afiures of the Eftate, and one who, except the out- 
ward ihape, hath no thing belonginge to a man, for, touching the reft, 
he was blokifiie and brutilh, no thing differing from the beafte. Marcus 
Varro Ipeaketh of thus, that the liffe was giwen it for £ftlte to hinder 
the flefh £rom corruption i for when he commeth to the prefence of his 
Soweraigne Ladie and Miftres, he entereth on his &fluon rudlie, with* 
out making anie obeiiance, without doinge anie rewerence in geflour of 
bodie, without all pre&ce of honour, and without anie ihowe that he ewer 
had beene her ierwant or fubiedt, and laide he was fend vnto her by the 
iiobilitie, who wold hawe her to figne that a3:, which he had in his 
hand, and that ihee ihould yeelde yp the croune to the King her fonne^ 
and if fliee wold, he tolde her, it wer but to a freinde fhee did it, but if 
ihee wold not re%ne and iigne the a6t, he wold by conftrant and waie 
of la^te do boith, nill fhee will ihee» if ihee made newer fo liile fcruple* 
To whofe blokiflie fpeeche ihee made this anfwere, that fliee held ao 
thinge. neither of her ibnne nor of the nobiUtie, and that the Crouae 
came to her by right of inheritance and iucceifion, and not by guiAe 
from her iubie^es } and that on the contrarie> the nobilitie had no thinge 
in SeotluK^ but her and her prog^touris, and therfore ihee did not a 
Utle merwell of ther impudence and greate ingratitud towardee her, 
who hath fo often pardonned them and forg^wen thwft ther treacheries, 
when ihee had iufte occafion and power to hawe rooted o«k( them md 
ther pofieiitiiet either by armes or by waie of iuftiee ; but in place ther- 
off, of her owen accorde and gentle uMure^ to do thaoa goode^ and 
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make them aknowledge ther duetie to her, he had Ipoiled the better 
parte of the patrimonie of the Croune, and the reveneus theroff ; Ihee 
had advanced them to honour, and enriched them and her felff by this 
meanes made vnable to liwe as becometh a Prince of her eftate and call- 
inge ; and Ipeciallie Murraie, Morton and Marre, the cheiffe plotters 
and dewilers of all the treacheries and treafons committed againil her 
and her hufband ; all the goode I did vnto them could not content them, 
but in ileade of aknowledginge my bountie and manie benefites done to 
them, they wold nowe leawe her nothinge, but by wiolence bereiwe 
of the fmall remainder, leeking to robbe her of her liff, honour, wealth, 
and all in a moment. Shee faide fhee knewe weele the butte they 
Ihotte at was neither the adwancement nor profite of her fonne, nor 
yeet the publi6l goode and quiete peace of the realme, but the iniatiable 
defire that her bailarde brother had to be King ; who, albeit he fo wer 
adwanced belides his defertes, yeet he could not be fo goode, and fo 
naturallie kinde to her fonne as fhee. It ihould be a hard cafe to take 
the gowemement from the mother, that knewe howe to commande, and 
howe to uife it, and by longe experience had learned howe to manage 
the affaires of the Hate, and who, for the time pad, had moderated the 
yoke, that no perfon had iufte occafion to complaine they had beene 
prefied owermuch, or troden ynder foote, to yeelde it to her fonne, not 
yeet a yeare olde, who, for a longe time to come, could not be able to 
difceme goode from euill ; to fatilBe ther defires, it was not fitte that a 
cruell baftarde, mortall ennemie to the mother, fliould hawe the fuper- 
intendencie and noble guarde of the fonne, and not fhee that was the 
lawfuU heire of the realme, and mother of the infant, whofe guarde, 
God, the lawes, cuflome, and nature itfelff, gaiwe vnto her ; and ther- 
fore fhee ought not, nor wold not, fubfcribe nor confent wnto fuch an 
onlawfuU demand, as to re%ne and quite the right and title which 
God and nature had giwen her. . 
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[ Lindelaie, beinge like vnto him feI£P, had no pacience to attend the 
end of the Queenes {peach, but alewtrie chaungine his fpeech did in- 
terrupt her, chaunging alfo his countenance, bending his browes, and 
frowninge with his face, fhaking his beade with an angrie laughter, 
gawe ewident fignes of an vnftable and furious minde ; and after manie 
iniurious and blafphemous wordes againfl; her Maieilie, fwearing exe- 
crablie and denjinge his God, if fhee did hot foorthwith iigne with her 
hand this adl, that he wold figne it with her bloode, and feale it ypon 
her heart, and after throwe her into the lake at the foote of the caftle, 
to feede fifties, in ftieade of a grawe to burie her in. 

Notwithftanding all the conftancie this Princes hath ewer held be- 
fore, and all her anguifties and adwerfities, hath had an invincible 
mihde in all her a€liouns, yeet Co it fell out, that being no we ftriken 
with the apprehenfion of deathe, and feeing no meanes to helpe her felff 
in ftich a wiolence, and weele knowinge the humour of the barbarous 
inhumane man, difloiale, bloodie, and without all feare of God or lawe, 
diflemblinge her choler and pafllouns of her minde, ftiee gawe place to 
prefent neceflitie, and fubfigned this mifcheiwous a6l, not enquiringe or 
readinge the contentes of it, nor the meanes that ftiould be lefl;e ynto 
her for her eftate : fliee praied him onlie this much, werie earneftlie^ to 
do her one fisiwoure, as ftiee had done M' Robert Melvin, that was fent 
ynto her, (as I will tell jee heirafter,) to tell in her behalfe thofe of 
.the nobilitie, that ftiee entreated them that it might be ther goode plea- 
fiir at the leaft, to heare her iuftifications in ther councell, or in the 
aflemblie of the Eftates, to whofe iudgement fliee wold fubmitt her fel£f 
in all wheroff the could accufe her, fo much did [ftie] relie and aftiire her- 
iel£f ypon the puritie of her conicience and innocencie ; promefing them, 
in the faith of a Prince, in cace ftiee wer found culpable in anie forte of 
the murder of her deceafed hufl)and, either hj knowledge or conlent, 
ihee, not claiming the priwiledge or authoritie of a Queene, wold not 
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refufe fuch punifluaent as they fhould impofe and appoint. This requeft 
was often refufed her» for they had the preie in ther handes» and io 
gaiwe a deafe eare to her requefles, and flooted and mocked, jea often 
threatned them with death that did fpeak fo much as one woorde in her 
Maiefties fawour. Ther be fome letters to be feene» fubfcribed wiik 
Murraies owen hand, in the which he aunfwered her, that Ihee could 
not be harde ewerie time. That her Maieftie iawe her felff fo reftifed, 
fliee laide ihee was in the number of theie who hungred and thirfted 
after iuftice, which was by her owen fubied;es denied her, but ber 
goode and merciful! God one daie woid do her iuftice, and heare ber 
iuft praiers. 

Lindeiaie, returning with affidres difpatched, not fo much as thanking 
her Maieftie, nor taking his leawe as it became him, like a fenfles fott^ 
comminge to the reft of the treacherous focietie of traitoures, reioiceth 
with them, for that they had no neede, before Murrates retume, to poBe 
anie furder, and pra&ife ther crueltie vpon the perfba of her Maieftie^ 
as they had iullie concluded, if fhee had refufed to fiibicribe dimiflion 
and refignation of the Croune, to be ruled and goweraed by the fiude 
Murraie, as they had determined. 

Then Athole and Lethington, principall fecretarie of' Eflate, albeit 
they wer partners in the conipiracie for her emprefonment, yeet ieeinge 
ther complices fought no thing but ther owen particulars, they rep^ited 
them felwes,. and returned to the partie of the Que^de, ami did aduev- 
tife her by Maifter Robert Melvin, pvaying her moft infiantlie to yedde 
to the onciwile and iniufte demaundes of a parte oS the nobilitie, to 
prewent greater inconveniences, and to pardon them felwes in the 
fault they had committed in fuffsringe them ielwes to be fb farre 
abufed as to follow the traitoures, who had ewer fwome and protefted 
yato them, that they attempted no thing againft her Maiefties perfon, 
and they wold onlie do all againft Boitbwell, and thofe who proditonoull 



MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS. 47 

lie, hf night and priwie watch, murdered the King ther maifler : Uiey 
faide forder» that her fubicribing luch an a6i;/ ihee being in prelbn, and 
rdHrained of her libertie, could not in anie waies be preiudiciall to her^ 
for the goode reaibns thejr gaiwe her by wreete to tinderfiandi and 
therfore it wer befl; to iaiwe her feUf till a forder occafion, for thingei 
might chainge ; and in token of ther faithful! and true minde towardes 
her Maieftie» they fent her a faire golden ringe, fett with a torquale. 

This ad wife, giwen her Maieftie hj the Earle of Athol and Secretarie 
Lethington, did much amaze and aftoniihe the Queene, and caufled 
hw the more ealelie yeelde to the petition of her rebelles ; and other- 
wife I knowe not, (albeit ihee knewe Lindefaie to be a dewiliih fwol«* 
len lumpe, altogether difpofefied of reafon and vnderftandinge,) whether 
ihee ib foone wold hawe yeelded vnto his bldphemous liiites and peti- 
tiounes. 

The rebelles, haiwing ther determinatioun ligned hj the Queene* 
aiTembledthemfelwes together atSterline, whereth^ fett the roiale croune 
ypon the Princes heade, that could not jeet ipeake, and knewe not 
what they did was to his greate preiudice, with intention ihortlie afler 
to defraud him theroff, and to take awaie after his liflb and croune^ as 
tfaey had alredie the croune from his mother. In this commotion, it is 
not aeedfull to enquire whether the ceremonies, in iuch caces required 
and u£ed, wer regarded, as the auncient lawes and obferwances of the 
realme defired, that commando iuch a thinge to be done in a generall 
ailemblie of all the eflates ; but ther was onlie at this a^ion fewen per- 
Cmb that had woice in Parliament, and thele no men of marke» but of 
the leaft renoune and loweft degrie amongfl the nobilitie* 

The newes of all the£e treacheries comming to the hearinge of James 
Betoun, Archbiihop of Glalcouey ordinarie ambailadour for her Ma» 
ieffie in Fraunce, who was a man woorthie not onlie of fuch a chargei 
but alfo to goweme a councelU and rule in Eftate, and conduct in the 
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weigbtieft afaires of the greatefl monarch in the world, he Ihewed vnta 
the Chriilian Kinge and his councell, in greate frequencies werie grawe- 
lie, the whole mater as it was done, and that Murraie was the cheiff 
dewifer, condu£tour and executour of all the treacherous confpiracies 
and treafons pra6lifed againft the maieftie, honour and liffe of his 
Miilres ; praying in the meane while his Maieftie to ftaie him, and not 
to beliwe his faire promefes, which he made onlie to deceiwe, but 
wold newer keepe on worde forder nor Ihould fland for his owen goode, 
he hawiiig made the contrarie to Admirall Colignie, which he wold 
not faill inwiolablie to keepe, for the forder adwancement of the caufe 
of the rebelles of Fraunce and Scotland. Murraie, hearing hy fome of 
his fawourites, howe he was like to ipeed if he flaied to aniwere, know- 
inge him felf guiltie of thefe imputatiouns, in all haifte getteth him to 
his fpeede, and leaweth Fraunce, and pofieth into England, to conferre 
with Queene Elizabeth and her councell in the adwife the faid Admirall 
had giwen him, and heirupon to take certane refblution. 

Elizabeth and her councell, knowing howe all thinges went in Scot* 
land, and howe her cufinge was nowe keepte fure, and lookinge forder 
to her goode likinge by the ferwice to be done her by this Judas, who 
was the onlie caufe of the betrayinge of his Miflres, hath nowe a newe 
promefe made ynto him, for the continuation of the paiement of 4000 
titto. Starlinge, to be weele paid him, as it was ufed to be, with ailur- 
rance of her aide, fawour and fuccour, in all his interprifes, willing 
him to poll into Scotland in all haiile, which he did accordinglie* And - 
ther arriwinge, tooke notice of the courfe of his affaires in his abfence, 
and feeinge his deiignes furthered beiides his expedtation, he beganne 
foorthwith to put of his malke of hypocrifie, ihowinge to the world his 
difloialtie, and the litle faith which men of his treade and crafte take 
of ther othes as he did of his made to the Kinge of France and the 
Lordes of Lorrane, he obliging him felff to God and man, and accep* 
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ihge manie £siire jewelles, they all gawe him befides greate ibwmes of 
golde. At his firft arriwall he calleth a Parliament, albeit he hadrio 
power fo to do» to ratifie and approwe the negotiatiounes of his com- 
plices, which thej had done for him in his abfence, to the preiudice of 
the Queene, the Prince her ibnne, and the ftate of the whole realme. 

This convocatioun and aiTemblie of the Eftates, was more folemne 
then others that they made fince or before this time ; for, to the end 
no thinge might be wanting to this buildinge, and that ther maner of 
proceetlinge might not be declared neue and unlaufuU, for wante of 
ceremonies which hawe ewer vnder the Kinges or ther liwetennantes 
beene accuftomed in fuch cafe to be religiouflie obferwed, they caufled 
thither to come, to reprefent the ecclefiafticall eftate and Ipiritualitie, 
the venerable often periured and foirfwome father, Mr i^dam Boith- 
well, whom for this purpole they beforehand helped him to be made 
bilhope of the Qrcades, a camelion, a Ibrcerar and execrable magitian, 
a perfect atheift, and for manie caufles much exclamed vpon by the 
comoune people, who, him felff being yj)on the conipiracie of the re- 
bellious traitours, was cholen by them to Iblemnize the manage of ther 
brother Boithwell with the Queene, and after caufled him to blame it 
and fyeake againft it at Yorke, in the aflemblie before the commiflion- 
ers, whom Elizabeth had apointed to take knowledge of the caufe then 
in quefUon* This worthie prelate, accompanied with two or thrie 
abbotes and priours, of the fame ftampe [with] him fel£P, was all Murraies 
neare kinred or allies, reprefented the Ipirituall Eftate : God knoweth 
howe weele the church was reprefented by fiich treacherous people, 
foirfwome atheiftis anil whoremaifters, and worfe if worfe could be. 

The greatefi of the realme, and who had greatefi intereft in the 
afaires to be projiounded by Murraie, wer not prefent, ]>eriuadinge 
themfelwes that the rebelles wold be the ftronger partie, and that they 
fliould gaine no thinge, but be contradict, becaufe iuftice fhould take no 

o 
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place. Yeet the Earles of Huntlie and Argile, with the Lord Hanife 
and fome other Lordes^ came thither, and vndertooke an a6l of oppo- 
fition, afweele to the dimiflion made by the Queene, as for the erec- 
tion of the laide Murraie to be Regent and gowemour of the realme ; 
laying and alledging that the fubfcription of her Maieftie, by him ihowen 
and produced, could not be a lufficient warrant for the Efiates in a 
mater of fo greate weight and importance, for it was gotten of her 
againft her minde, fliee being threatned theninto throwe feare of im- 
minent death, and, therfore, they faide they could not, nor wold not, 
approwe as goode in lawe in ther coniciences, a mater of fo great con- 
iequence done in her oaptiuitie, if they did not fee her at owen libertie 
of her owen accorde villinglie, and that by the ad wife of the Eftates, 
do all thefe thinges* But for all. this, ther oppofitiouns and ther re« 
monftrances tooke no plltce, and wer no tbinge woorth ; force had the 
vpper hand ower righte, and the traitouris exceeded in number the 
true fubie€te3 and ferwantes of the croune. It is not therfore to be 
merwaled if the conclulion of the mater turned to Murraie and lus 
complices goode likinge, for the lawAiU inheretrix of the croune is de- 
priwed of her eftate roiale, and in ihewe for a infant is adiudged to 
the bafiarde Murraie, a double and falfe hearted traitour to God and 

man. 

But befpre we pafle anie furder, let us confider the diiremb3:iDg and 
cunning of the rebellious traitouris. At the firft interprife, they falf- 
lie (aide and waunted tlbej wer the Queenes moft affe&ionat ferwantes, 
and that they had taken weapons in hand onlie to deliwer her from the 
captiwitie of Boithwell^ . to whome onlie they wiili^d wengeance and 
punilhment, afweele for the rawiflunent of her Maieflie, as for the 
murder and aOaiination of the Kinge ther mailler ; protefting with 
moft fearefuU and horrible othes, when the laide Boithwell was retired, 
to laie ther weapons afide, bxkA to giwe her the ferwice, honour and 
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r^ip66b due to ther ibweraigne Ladie and Miftres. But after that ther 
princes had, m ower greate fimplicitie, credited and belaiwed them, dif- 
miffing her annie, lewmg BoithweH to do fbr hhn felff as he could, and 
come in perlbn to them, then hawinge her in ther handes, they make 
no more account of Boithwell ; they put her in a cage ; they leawe 
Bcithwell to his eaie and reft ; they fijffered him manie monetbes to- 
gether to liwe peacaabHe after in the cuntrie, and that in place fo 
neare and adioining ynto liiem, that if they had £b much defire, as they 
made ihowe of, to pusiihe him^ tiiey m^ht hawe done it* 

But if they had beene too hufie, they feared all the my flerie of iniquitie 
Ihould hawe beene laide open, and ther knawerie difcowered ; then 
the Queenes innocencie beene saade knowen, had cutte the throate of 
all ther treacherous defignes, and they had beene diicredited for ewer. 
N^WQy like the iebolars of ther father Machiwell* they thinke it the 
Iwreft waie for them to keepe them felwes abowe, whether they wer 
climed they be content to change the fubieft of ther malice and the 
perfon,imd grounde ther rebellious enterprifesTpon the Queene, iayinge 
they demaunded iufUce of the death of the King ; they fpeake no more of 
Boithwell, (for tibe cauflies foirfitid,) who was therin but ther executioner^ 
they betake themfelwes to ther Mifbes, as if fhee had beene the onlie 
authour of this abominable crime ; they charge her with it, and for 
prowe tfaero£^ and to make Boithwell afraied, that he might be gone 
and retire him felff foorth of the cuntrie, they killed certan gentlemen 
ijanocent of the &i&t ; and certane ferwantis of Boithwellis, guiltie of 
the heinous crime, wer executed to death, after they had beene extra- 
ordinarielie racked, to drawe fome one woorde, if they could be driwen 
therto throwe the paine of the torment, althought not true in the felff, 
againft ther Miftres, after ewerie blowe and ftroake of the bitle or 
hammer, aikinge whether ewer her Maieftie had Ipoken to them of the 
fa3:e, or commaunded the murder of her hulband. O God, beholde 



52 HISTORY OF 

what notable iuftice I in fteade of extortinge the thorowe knowen truth, 
they laubour with tooth and naile to feduce a falfe hiafphemous accula- 
tion, and by force of tormentes laubour to make a prowe, feekinge to 
corrupt witneflesy fuggeilinge to them a thinge newer done nor thought 
ypon by them whom they thinke by this meanes to entrape. Such peo- 
ple hawe newer ftudied the lawes howe they ought to hawe proceeded 
in the true waies and beaten pathes of true dewote iuftice. 

But who hath ordeined this inquiiition ? who is the iudge ? who is 
cheiff and prefident thero£P ? who be the alfiflantes ? who }>e the accus- 
ers ? All the Queenes mortall ennemies, boith iudges and others, ewen 
the werie dewifers, furtherars, fordwardfetters, councelloures, practifers 
and butchers of her hufband. Who ewer hard of fuch iuftice I Though 
they tormented thefe jioore creatouris, they themfelwes who caufled 
them to be tormented, wer as woorthie to hawe vndergone the fiune 
triale, and to hawe taifled of the lame fauce. But notwithftandinge 
anie torment they could uife, to bringe foorth fo much as one woorde 
againft her Maieilie to her preiudice, they wold newer accufe her, fey- 
ing often, fie ypon fuch crueltie, they wold not fpeake againfi her to 
icondemne themfelwes to the deuil, do what they wold againft ther 
bodie, ther fbules was Godis* 

They often protefted and Iwore her innocencie, faying that her 
Maieftie was altogether ignorant of the enteq)rife, and that Murraie, 
Morton and ther partners and complices wer the authouris theroff, 
and liibfcribed an<l figned it with ther handes the fa€le and the execu- 
tion of the cruell deede, and that manie times they had feene ther 
fignes and the inftrument of all the whole complete in the handes of the 
Earle of Boithwell ther maifter ; and that the principal! of thefe mennes 
freindes and adherentes aflifted, and freindes helped with ther handes 
the execution of the cruell murder, the wengeance and punifliement 
wheroff nowe they made ftiewe to profecute ypon ther bodies, wheras 
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they themfelwes wer more deeplie therin interefted then they ; which 
thing [they] wowed to declare folemnlie at ther executiouns before all the 
people, telling the truth then as th6 looked to be iaiwed ; and fo they 
wer as goode as ther woorde at ther laft breth, curfing and banninge 
Murraie and all his complices, that had fb betraied them and ther 
maillres, after they had fett them a worke. 

They greatlie charged Mr Archebald Douglas, neare kinnilboian to 
Morton, to be the principall a£tour in this damnable murder, whom 
thefe goode conlcionable iudges did newer urge, nor ones name in the 
procefle of ther verbale quefiion in controuerfie nowe debated, for that 
it wold hawe blotted Ibme of hie place, for whom then he then was in 
place ; hut yeet neverthelefle the iaide Mr Archebalde, by manie let- 
ters wretin with his owen hand to his miftres fince her detention in Eng- 
land, yea, fince the execution of Morton, hath adwouched and declared 
that [he] knewe not onlie the intention of Murraie and Morton allone, 
and others of the nobilitie ther confederates, touchinge the death of her 
hufband, but alio hath acknowledged his faulte for beinge ther by ther 
commandement and Ibliftatioun at the deed doinge ; which he commu- 
nicate<l before to Secretarie Lethington for the parte of the faide Morton, 
to the intent to ailiire that he had no hope to do it in defpite of her, 
but by an other meanes. 

This proceedingagainftBoithuellis ferwantes terrifeed himlelff fo much, 
that he beganne to looke to him felff, and proceeded to take the fea, lail- 
inge alonge the coafte ; but the confpiratouris leeinge that he retired not, 
but that he wandered yp and doune from one place to an other, without 
anie figne and demonftratioun to abandon the cuntrie, they noifed it 
abroade that he was become a pirate and fcourer of the lea ; and therfore 
they rigged and furniihed foorth fome fliippes tokeepehim in, which thinge 
they might hawe werie weele done if they wold; but they werwerie weele 
content to make a Ihowe, not at all aflaulting him, to make him begone 
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out of the cuntrie : And ib by longe wanderinge vpon the fea, he landeth 
in Denmarke, where beinge knowen by fome Scottiihe mercfaantes, he 
was tal^en and empirqfqned, where, after he had liwed in that flate fome 
ten yeares, he departed this liffe, confeflinge hisgriewoufe crime, aUdnge 
pardo^ of God in a mpft deepe and bitter remorfe of confciencc^, blam- 
inge and rewilinge the firft authouris of it, whome he named by ther 
names and lurnames, and in the prefence of a BiiOiope and other 
Lordes of Denmarke, who wer prefei^t fit his deaths and wer witoeJOTes 
of his laft woordes ; in the which he did dilciharge the Queene his 
miilres of the faSte impofed lo her by thofe who wer the principall 
authouris and a^oures in it : he confelTed the murder by him commit- 
ted, and the mariage with his miilres, and the maner of proceedinge in 
all this bulines, to |piawe been enterprifed mid ended by the adwife of 
Murraie and Mortpn, and ther adherents, as is alredie abowe iaide* 

Thefe thinges beinge maters of inch a hie conlequence, wer faithAjdlie 
receiwed from Boithwellis pwen mouth by ipecia:ll comn^nde from the 
Kinge of Denmai^ke, and after they wer related to the Kiuge, feat by 
him to the moll of the Princes of the Chriiftia.nitie, but nam,dUe to 
Queen Elizabeth, who could in no waies excise her cruell tyra^nie in 
mantaininge the falfe traitouris agaii^ her confcience^ to accufe ther 
miilres, her nearell kinnifwoman, of fuch a heinous crime, wheroff ihee 
was innocent. But we will referwe this mater to the owen place, and 
returne againe to our firll digreflion. 

After the Generall AiTemblle of the Hates broken vp, Murraie, feeinge 
himfelff in the hiell degrie of his fortunes, and that nowe he wanted no 
thinge but the croune of a Kinge, as the affedliouns of men newer end in 
the begininge of the thing they deiire, but it ordinarilie hapneth that the 
fuccefle of an vnhoped goode ones atchiwed engender eth hope of a great- 
er, for this wicked fonne of Agar, not contented of his ellate, and fee- 
inge that he had to deale with an infant whom he had in his power, 
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alweele as his mother, to diipofe of ther perfons, if and when he pleal^ 
ed, and that ther no thinge remained nowe but to come and gett the 
people to hawe an goode opinion of his defignes, he beganne to call 
himfelff the lauiiill begotten Ibnne of King James 5 deceafed, and that 
his mother was the Kinge his father true and laufuU wiff, and that ther 
was promefe of mariage betuine them before the mariages after con- 
tra&ed, and that that appeared by lauftiU adles and autentike inftru- 
mentes that wer to be founde, yeet within the recorde of the officialitie 
of St Andrewes, when neede required, and that that promefe was not, 
waine nor fmflrate in that the e£Fe£b theroff followed in that it was 
fuUie accomplifhed by camall copulation and procreation of children, 
the true teftimonies of manage. Marke the faire Ipeeches he ufed to 
waunt of amongeft his freindes that he thought lowed him weele, 
that they m%ht blaie the fame abroade amongeft the people. He thought 
by thefe meanes to fupplant the. true bloode roiale, and to tume the 
peoples aflfe^ion notonlie from the Queene^ but alio from the Prince 
her fonne. But this lb much failed him for adwancinge of his caofe, that 
by this his fliameles lie, on the contrarie wer therby fturred yp not a 
fewe of the greateft which before had ailified him to fbrfake him ; for if 
his mother, (thought they with themielwes), had beene the laufull wiff 
of Kinge James 5, as he impudentlie pretended, then had Ladie Magda- 
len Valoys, the eldeft daughter of Fraunce, and Ladie Marie of Lorran, 
beene. no thinge ellis but ftrumpettes and harlottes, and not the* Kinges 
laufull wi wes, and Queene Marie> and her fonne had been but baflardes,* 
and coulde pretend no right to the realme of ther /father i 

Thele propofitiouns beinge urged with his dewilidi imtention-taput the 
younge Prince to death, foUowinge the councell giren him in England, 
if he could not come other wife to the heade of his defignes, was the caufe 
that manie noblemen and gentlemen foundinge ther confcience lefte him, 
and amongdl others this greiwed fo much the Earle of Athol and the 
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Lord of Hume, and others of marke, that they altogether forfboke Mur- 
raies pairte, repentinge themfelwes too late that they had helped to exalt 
him, and wer led by fuch a gule that could not be contented with the 
honour he had to be reputed the naturall fonne of King James the 
fifte, but muft needes alfo be Kinge in his place as his laufuU fonne, 
when as he was nothinge leffe, beinge the fonne of one Porterfeild 
chalmer groome to the Lord £r£kine. But for all this, he wanted 
not agentis in his bulines and promoters of his de%nes, who did 
giwe out vnto the world, that limple and naked mariage is not awail- 
able contract, althought it be confirmed with carnall copulation and pro- 
creation of children, if you hawe made anie former promefe or contra£l: 
to anie other perlbn, the firll carieth it awaie. By this meanes, to 
ftrengthen the pretended mariage alledged by Murraie, and to inwefie 
him with the croune, to defraude Queene Marie and her ibnne, it was 
neceflarie to fett this dodlrine for goode and founde abroach. Befides 
the falfe bruites and defamatorie libelles made againft the Queene and 
her murdered hufband, they faide they doubted whether the begettinge 
of the Ibnne oi^t to be attributed to the Kinge, or to the lecretarie 
Dauid Rizzio. See the fhamlefle impudencie of the dewiliih men, 
who, albeit a litle before they had crouned him and aknoweledged 
him for ther laufull Kinge, yeet nowe they chaunge ther minde, for 
indirect reQ)e6tes not befeiminge true chriftianes. 

Other abfurde pointes, for the better furtherance of Murraie in his 

Knox. attemptes, wer conflantlie helde and diwulged, as that it was not lau- 
fiill for wemen to gowerne and rule kingdomes and commoune wealthes, 

Bachannan. gud the crouue ought not to go by fucceflion, but by eledtion. But to 
what end wer thefe goodlie axiomes propofed, but to defraud Queene 
Marie and her fonne of the croune, and to fett it ypon the baftardee 
heade, fubuertinge all auncient politic of kingdomes and conunoune 
wealthes in the cheiffe fundamentall pointes, takinge awaie the force of 
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the old cuftomes and lawes fo religiouflie obferwed from all antiquitie 
in all ages. No merwell that Murraie did challenge the croune, and 
become as it wer infatuate and inlblent in aipiringe to attaine it hj 
thefe goodlie iuglinge trickes ; for on a time when he went to Loch- 
lewen where the Queene was in the keepinge of her wombebome bro- 
ther, his cariage towardes her as of a King towardes his fubiedl:, without 
anie dewe regarde of honour or reipe€l ynto her perfon, which, when di- 
wers did fee his infolent dewiliihe pride, mowed them to take pitie and 
compaflion of the noble ladies diftrefled eftate, and amongeft others, the 
laid Murraies youngell wombe borne brother was fo mowed thairat, 
that therafter he fought all oportunitie, and left no thinge vndone to 
iet^ her frie of her emprefonment, which he thus brought to goode ef- 
fect : firft, Murraies youngeft brother George Douglas, grudgine to 
fee her Maieflie fo euil entreated bj thofe who ihould not hawe doone 
it, did winne and gaine fome of the Queenes gwairde to his opinion 
to fett the Queene frie, and amongft others ane Williame Douglas, 
a youth of 16 or 17 years of age, who carefuUie tooke oportunitie 
when he elpied a fitte time : And vpon Sundaie the feconde of Male, 
when the maifter of the houfe, Murraies eldeft wombe borne brother, 
did iitte at table at denner, the keies wer conweied from vnder him out 
of his chire, wher he did fitte by the faid youth : they ihutte the gates 
faft after them, and locke all faft within the cafUe, fi> that none could 
follow them ; they tooke a litle boate and brought the Queene faiwe to 
the bankes of the lake, where a goode companie did ezpe6t her Maief> 
ties conmiinge, and fo ihee was ftreighte waie conwoied to the cafUe 
of Hamilton. 

In this meane while was Murraie poolinge and peelinge the poore 
fubiedtes, hanginge by the purfe thefe that could bringe him monie wer 
ther offence newer fo greate, but others by the necke albeit ther faulte 
wer newer fo finalle, that brought him not monie. Such was the lowe 
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he had to inftice in the keeping of his iuilice fellion then at Glalcoue, 
that God lieeinge his wiked de%nes9 to ftaie him of his wicked courfes, 
gawe an other bufines to bulie him about : for in this meane while, 
the newes of the Queenes deliwerie comminge to his eares maketh him 
amazed, and bringes him in fuch a rage and furie throwe aftoniflunent, 
that he knoweth not to what hand to turne him. But after he had re- 
cowered him felff of his pailiouns, he fendeth in all haifie to his fellowe 
complices and traitours^ Morton, Glencarn, Marre» Lindefaie, Ruthwen, 
Sempill, Ochiltrie, Cathcart and G lames, with manie others : On the 
parte [of] the Queenes fubie6tes, true in hearte, came in all haifte to her 
Maiellies fuccour and aide, who wer the fitmilies of Hammilton, Leving- 
ftoun, Campbell, FLeminge, Bruce, the Earle of Rothus, the Lord Har- 
rife, the Lairde of Wachton, Balwerie, Lochinwer, with diuerle others : 
The Earle of Huntlie and the Lord Ogilbie was a cominge out of the 
north towardes the Queene, but was a graite waie from her Maieltie, fo 
that they could not come to wine them felwes to her Maiefties armie in 
time, fo that the rebellis tooke the oportunitie boith of time and place, 
before all her Maiefties forces wer aflembled together, and the Earle of 
Argilles forces as yeete wer not come to wine with her true fubie6les* 
The Queene, ewer deiirous to fpare theflieddinge of her iubie6les bloode, 
as it became a goode Prince, thought heft to retire her felff to her caille 
of Dumbarten, a holde inexpregnable, and to faiwe her felff from the 
iniuries of her ennemies till a better fortune ; but whill as (hee is goinge 
towardes the fiiide caftle, accumpanied with a goode companie of her 
faithAiU fubied;e8, but not hawinge all her forces with her, the rebellious 
traitouris had entrinched and encamped them felwes in a cuntrie wil- 
lage called the Langefide, which waie fhee muft needes pafle : and this 
they wer councelled to do by one of the Queenes partie, who hath 
ewer beene a man that had borne two faces ; for as the night before he 
came from Murraie to betraie his miflres, fo the nexte daie he plaied 
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the traitouris, and lefte her in tlie diftrelTe. In the night before the 
battle, this falfe double difiembling hearted traitour, the Lord Boide, 
who ewer, like Judas, followed for to hawe the full biigge, wrete to 
Morraie that her Maieftie thought beil not to precipitate the mater, but 
onlie to make h«r owen perfon in the caftle of Dumbarton, till fhee had 
aflembled all her forces, which wer in the fardeft partes of the realme. 
Thefe letters Murraie receiwed about midnight, which he commum* 
cated to his complices, who adwiied him in all haifte to fend foorth 
certan troupes to lie in amufcado and ambuihment by the waie the 
Queene came, and thej them felwes wold foUowe with the maine battle. 
Murraies partie tooke the oportunitie boith of the place and the lunne, 
which did helpe them much in the fighte, which was feughten werie 
fearcelie : but the thing that gauled the Queenes pairtie was, that haw- 
inge ther feilde peeces fUnted uid fett behinde the armie, and Murraie 
his pieces, and a greate number of harquebulhes and muicaters in or* 
chardes, fhootinge them of againft the Qiveeaes folkes, forced them to 
retire after they had broken ther launees, fwordes and Q)eares in the 
fight, they tooke them ielwes to tber dagiers to defend them felwes, and 
ixk the end they gaiwe place to the furious ennen^ In the combate 
wer ilaine 57 gentlemen, moft of the name of Hammilton, and S7 pre* 
fimers wer taken. 

Thus the yidorie iallinge to Murraie, the Queene, fearinge the 
cmeitie of the traitour, guarded with two> dv thrie cornettes, haifteth 
towardes England, and wold newer ftaie till ihee came to Lochmaben, 
where her councell did fitte, which did adwife her, whl^tfoever ihee did, 
not' to go within England^ for the manifolde experiences her Maiefties 
aaceftouris had of perfidious d^alinge of the Engliihe againft ther faith 
and credite towardes them. Some of her heft affe£fcionat fubiedtes then 
there offered her Maieftie ther ftrong houfes and holdes, wherein Ihee 
might be defended againft the wiolence of all her ennemies, boith of 



60 HISTORY OF 

England and Scotland, till all the whole companie of all her faithful] 
freindes fhould come to her fuccour, if perhappes anie durfle be fb im- 
pudentlie bolde thus to alTault her Maiellie. Others did councell her 
to retire her felff into fome of her owen flronge holdes and caftles, neare 
vnto which Ihee might hawe inch meanes to ex{pe6i: fuch aide and liic- 
cour. Others praied her to flie into Fraunce, offering them felwes to be 
her guides and condu6ters thither: but Ihee her felf tooke full refolution 
to trie nowe in time of neede, the often promefed fawour and goode 
will of Elizabethe of Englande, for ihee iawe the delperate dealinge of 
the bailarde and his complices, and had alredie tried it ; and as yeet, 
hawinge the apprehenfion of deathe in her hearte, wherwith they had 
often threatned her Maiefiie, to go into Fraunce, in fuch diiaraie without 
wefiellis, without a competent number of follouers fitting for her eftate, 
and want of her roiale furnitour, Ihee fitid Ihee could not, nor wold not, 
in regarde of the former greate pompe and traine attended ones her 
thither, and thence home againe, when fhee returned into Scotland. 

None of her fidthfullefi; fubie^tes and ferwandes councellis did like 
her minde, lajinge, Ihee wold trufte her felff in the handes of her neareft 
kinniiwomaii and cufing Elizabeth, whofe amitie and freindihipe fhee was 
iiire of, boith in regarde ihee caried with her the pledges and gages of 
her promefed freindihipe and coniiant lowe which fhee had fend her, and 
alfi> the letters which ihee had written vnto her, full of honeft offers and 
&uour to fuccoure her when and as often as neede ihould require : for 
bowe Ibone her Maieftie came foorthe of Lochlewin, ihee ient to Eliza- 
beth a gentleman, deliwering vnto him a jewel!, which was a iaire dia^ 
monde, receiwed before as a token of mutuall amitie, fo longe as they 
two ihould liwe together, from her ambaflfadour Throgmorton, for the 
better conferming of the promefes ihee made vnto her, which was to 
aide her againft all her ennemies and rebelles, and if it would pleafe her 
Maieftie to retire her felff into England, that ihee wold come in her 
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owen peribn fo fitrre as the frontiers, to receiwe and afiift her with all 
her power and mighte. 

This was the caufe that her Maieflie did enteirlie relie her felff vpon 
the faithfull promeies of Elizabeth made by Throgmorton and diwers 
otheres, and that if ihee did not promefe, yeet Ihee wold not be fo iham- 
lefle and wicked as to breake the righte of hofpitalitie, either to uile her 
hardlie her ielff, or to deljver her in the handes of her mortall ennemies, 
but giwe her frie paflage and libertie to retire her felff home amongeft 
her fidthfuU fubie£tes, who wold defend her with ther liwes, landes and 
goodes, or ellis to go fordwarde towardes Fraunce^ which Ihee bell liked. 

Thus Ihee wold giwe no place to her faithfuUeft fubiedtes cou hcell 
and reafonsy but did offer and cafle her felff in the armes of her ennemie^ 
who had greateft intereft in gewinge councell for takinge ordour for the 
death of her hufband, and thirfted after her bloode. Shee exlpedted that 
Eliiabeth wold have helped her to take wengeance of the murder of her 
huiband, he beinge the fecunde heire of her croune, and he beinge 
£o neare of her owen bloode. Shee thought to hawe made her innocencie 
knowen to her and her nobilitie, and to hawe cleared her felff of all the 
fidfe calumnies which the committers and authouris of the cruell mur- 
der impofed ypon her» wheroff Ihee was innocent, and by her iiipport fo 
cruell and damnable a de%ne might have beene puniihed : Shee thought 
ihee Ihould hawe founde ther Ladie Margaret Douglafle, her hufbandes 
mother, that wold hawe ioined with her in the perluite of liich a dam- 
nable crime, that it might hawe clearlie and manifeftlie appeared vnto the 
world who wer the execrable committers theroff, that the truith beinge 
fullie examined, they might hawe beene puniihed accordinglie. Thefe 
reafons thoroulie perfwaded her to make choice of England, for her 
refuige befor manie other places, where Ihee might hawe beene more 
kindlie ided. 

But the moft Rewerend father, Mr John Hammilton Archbilhop of 
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St Andrewes, and Primate of Scotland, a man of greate yeares and long* 
experience, newer could be of her Maiellies minde, be newer though 
her opinion, he kno winge, from time to time» the infiddiitte of Elizabethes 
aunceftouris, of her felffe and ther councellis ; be phinelie tolde her 
Maiellie that manie of her Maieflies auncellourisy too lightlie truftinge 
the promefes of the Englilh, wer brought to all extreme neceffitie in 
liewe of ther promefed freindihipe, to the greate danger of ther realmes : 
for example he fett before her eyes, and ihewed her howe Kinge Jamei 
the Pirft, grandfather to her greate uncle, thinkinge to go into Fraunce^ 
whether Kinge Robert his father had fent him to awoide the tjnrannie 
of hb uncle, was taken prefoner in quiet time of peace, hawinge landed 
cm the north coafte o{ England at Flameburgh, to take the freihe aire, 
beii^e then fewen yeares of age, when he could not in anie waies hawe 
anoied the Engliih ; for all this they keepte him faft 17 yeares, and in 
the end, againft the lawe of natiounes, made him raunfom him ielfl^ 
payinge weele therfore, as if he had beene taken in iufte wasrre and oppen 
hoftilitie ; the £itther hearing of thole forroufull newes, within thrie 
daies after, died of melancholie. Henrie 3 of Engkad delte fo with 
JVIalcolme the fourth of that name king of Scotland^ and after him with 
his fbnne William king of Scotland, whome boith he entreated to come 
to London in pretence of amitie and freindihipe, but he wold not fufier 
them f o go backe till they had done him homage for Cumberland, Nor- 
thumberland, and the Erldomes of Huntington and Cheiler, which he 
held in his realme ; he led them captiwes beyond (eis to be lpe6latoure8 
cf his warres in Fraunce, by that meanes to breke the auncienteil 
league in the chriflianitie, and make his fubie6i:e8 the Scottifhe rewolte 
from the French, who did moft confiantlie with all force refifi; and 
beate backe the attemptes of the Engliih, that they could not, nor wer 
not, able to fubdue the French, as they thought to hawe done. 
This Henrie before had fwome newer to truble the Kii^^ of Scot- 
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1 ^^ for theia fkigneoriM ; aflber^ when the &ide Malcome knighted him, 
comii^e iato Cumberbuid hj the condud; of hk mother vnto him to 
craiwe aide for the recowering of his right to the croune of England,^ 
without whole aide he had newer beene kinge : This fietithleile man, 
before tfaej came thither, fwore and faidifuUie promeied newer to de^ 
maunde or do anie thinge to the preiudtce of ther perfone and rightes of 
ther crounes. Alexander Duke of Albanie, brother to Kinge James 3, 
greate uncle to her Maieftie, returning from Flanders from the Duke 
of Guilderlaad his grandfather, whom he went to fee, was alfo taken 
by the Engliihe vpon the (ea in time of peace, and without all caufe 
deteined prefbner till they wer forced, by open denunciation of warre, 
for feare to lett him go frie, and reftore him all his weilellis and fumi- 
tour, which they againft the lawe of armes had taken* He forder tolde 
her Maieftie manie other declaratiounes and remonftrances, and more 
in fpedall he fhewe her the mortall hatred that Elizabeth did beare her, 
together with the confederatiounes wer betuine her and her mortall en- 
nemies, which by her periiialion, councell and adwife, and by her aide, 
fawoure and liipporte, had wBted fo manie terrible tragedies in Scotland. 

But all this, and much more, could {[not]] remowe out of the heade of 
this Princes the confidence and afliirance fhee had in the promefes of her 
cufinge Elizabeth, which, when the venerable father and prekte per- 
eeiwed that ihee wold cafte her lelff in a certane danger, as Ihee tooke 
water to go to her deftanie in this fatall cuntrie, he humblie fell vpon 
his knees, ieizinge vpon her Maiefties bodie with boith his armes, iaide 
vnto her with manie teares, that Ihee wold be trubled to drawe him 
with her if ihee went fordward her determined iomey, he beinge fo 
olde and £o onable to trawell ; he beCbught her to giwe him leiwe to 
retire, feeinge he could not refift her : he then tolde her yeet ones 
againe flatlie, ihee was goinge to vndo her lelff, her eftate and realme^ 
and ail her feworitea and faithfull ierwantes ; he praied her therfore 
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to giwe him a note of her remonftrances, to fortifie thofe of the Houle 
of Hammilton in time of place, and all the other Lordes that had fol- 
lowed her in all her trubles. 

In this meane while, in a rage ranne thorowe the cuntrie Murraie 
like a wilde boare, depopulatinge the landes of the Queenes faithful! 
fUbiedles, robbing them of ther goodes and puUinge doune ther holded 
and houfes, perfuinge them with fire and fworde whether ibewer he 
came, confifcatinge all ther mowables for hi8 owen particular uife : Ha* 
milton, Draffen, Skirlinge, and Lochinwar, tc^ether with the moft of 
the holdes and fortrefles fituate ypon the riwer of Glide, befides manie 
mo places, can witnes this to be true. 

So theQueene pairtinge from thiswenerable father, after Ihee had yeeld- 
ed him his petition, cometh to Workington, the firft toune ypon the fron- 
tiers of England, and from thence to Cokermouth, and from thence to 
Carlel, thinkinge thence to go dire£tlie to the Courte to finde her 
cuiing, to throwe her fel£P in her armes, and to fhowe her greiwes to 
her and her Councell : but howe Ibune Elizabeth was aduertifed of 
her cominge, ihee commaunded Ihee fhould be keepte prefoner, and 
ftaied ynder fure guarde and keepinge, that ihee Ihould not efcape or 
go bake anie where. 

Thus ihee caufled her be ftaied lb farre from Court, left ihee feeinge 
her, fliould bluih becaufe of her letters and faire promefes fliee had 
made vnto her, but no we was not minded to keepe them. The pre- 
texte of this reftrainte to keep her from fallinge into the handes of her 
rebellious fubiefts, and that ihee wold fend her backe into her owen 
realme with an armie and ilronge garifon at convenient time, by this 
meanes making her kinnifwoman liwe in hope, whenas ihee did no 
thinge but hinder her to retire, or to demaunde fuccour of others. Shee 
caufled her firft be ilaied at Carlel, and from thence to be led to Bolton 
caftle by my Lord Scroope. To which place Fraunces Knoules, capitan 



MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS. 65 

of Elizabethefi guarde, was fent, who galled her mpft terriblie with 
reproaches and infinite indignities. 

In this meane while, the Scottiih nobilitie, prowoked with this treafon 
done to ther miftres hj EUzabethes treacherie, did aflbmble them felwes 
together in armes with fiill intent to puniihe the traitouris, and to roote 
out all thefe of that fa3;ion ; and Huntlie, Craufiirde and Ogilbie, ao 

« 

companied with fixe thou&nd men, had now marched fordwarde to- 
wardes St. Johnfton, and Argile had now pafled the riwer of Duiuon 
with thrie thouiand men, the Hamiltones with Caffilles, Eglinton and 
Maxwell, with the greateft parte of the armie, exQ>e^d ther cominge 
at Glalcoue, the place appointed for the general! meetinge. But Mur- 
raie perceiwii^ him felff feble and waike, not able to encounter with 
£o greate an armie, in all haifle fendeth to Elizabeth, prayinge her to 
giwe ipeedie ordoiu*e for his diilrefle, and to fiiccour him, elHs he wer 
vndon, and all his ddignes brocken. ElisEabeth, hearing thefe newes, 
diipatches one prefentlie to the Queene, to declare ynto her the oppref- 
fion of her people, and the wakninge of her realme by thofe ciwile tru- 
bles, and if it continowed, the loile wold tume to her ; and therfore 
(hee ought by all meanes polfible, to preferue her fubie£tes, leaft thinking 
to roote out the euil ihee fhould deflroie the goode : and for this caufe 
her ad wile was, that ihee ihould commande the lordes of her parte to re- 
tire them felres home, and not nowe afreihe to beginne new fturres and 
broiles ; wherin ihee her felff wold take fiich goode ordour that ihee 
ihould fland wede content iherwith. This adwife of Elizabeth was fol- 
lowed, and commandement forthwith giwen to her faithiull fubie6tes to 
leawe the enterprifeandretumetotherhouies, afluringe them of the affiil- 
ance of Elizabeth, and of the promefe that ihee had to her made, to bringe 
her backe to her reabooie with fuch an armie that her ennemies ihould not 
darre look ypon the. But all thefe promeies wer fruftrat, and no thinge 

elles but delaies and deceates, to keepe the poore Ladie in iuQ>ence till 

I 
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Murraie had diQmtched his afaires, and broughte voder the Queenes 
goode ferwantes, one after an other, lb diftradted and feparated. 

If Elizabeth meant to fend her cuiinge backe againe, and fuccour her 
in her diflreffe, why deteined Ihee her ypon the bordoure, where her 
rebelles might iboner do her harme, nor at her courte, whither Ihee 
fhould hawe caufled her be conweied, like a prince as fhee was, to be 
keepte in princelie dignitie, till fhee had beene as goode b^ her woorde 
in accompanyinge her homewarde as farre foorth as the frontiers, 
with an armie to lett her in authoritie againe ower her owen kingdome? 
But Elizabethes auncefiours, Aigitiues from England by the rebellion 
of ther ilibie6bes, wer not fo proditoriouflie dealte with in Scotland : 
Example Henrie 6 chaled from the poileflion of his croune by the 
Duke of Yorke, feekii^ to fitiwe him felff from the frurie of his ennemie 
till a better oportunitie, came in Scotland, with his Queene, children, 
brethren and undes, cufinges, and manie Lordes that followed him, 
wer not keepte pr^ners by Kinge James 3; but this Kinge did 
leade him to his courte, and roiallie entertained him with all his com«> 
panie, and £> long as he plealed to fiaie, permitted him to laike nor 
want no thinge fitte for the eftate of a Kinge ; and after had beene thus 
entertained as longe as he plealed, perceiwing him deiirous to retume 
home againe into his kingedome, he helped him with an armie to re- 
cower his right, and fubdewe his rebellious fiibie&es : he made no iub* 
tile plottefif, and dewifed [no] treacherous flightes to trappe the diftrefled 
Kinge : he pra&iled not againft him by intelligences from his enne- 
mies, as Elizabeth doeth. Shee, in liewe and recompence of fi> manie 
goode offices done to her aunceftour by the greate grandfather of this 
Ladie, crofied with fortune, hawiii^ reoourie mto her ypon the aflur* 
ance of her promefe by her letters and ambafladouris, which Ihould be 
abowe all other things a holie and inviolable thinge, prepareth for her at 
her entrie in her realme, a prefon farre from her iighte ; fhee cauflieth 
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her be braiwed daielie> apointinge fawage inhuman perfons, ihat bad no 
tbinge of men but the outwarde ihape or {hewe. Was [it] the womanlie 
and courteous nature of a prince, to infulte vpon the diftrefied, and ag- 
grauat the mileries of her neareft kinnifwoman in the world, and apoint 
others to do the like, who, infleade of guarding her, onworthelie abufe 
her, no white at all rerpe6ting her roiale perfon ? 

In the meane time, Ihee thinketh yeet to guile mennes eies and daaell 
them, to make them beliwe that of lowe ihee keepeth her in fidwe- 
guarde from the iniuries of her rebellious {ubie6tes, with whom ihee 
bath dailie intelligence, helpingefordwardethertreafons againfther cu- 
finge, of the which treacherie ihee is the onlie cheiff architeS, builder, 
dewifer, procurer and heade counceUour. 

But to retume to the purpofe. The nobles of the parte of the Queene 
hawing laide ther weapons afide hj her commandement, at the treacherous 
requeft and perlualion of Elizabeth, that Murraie and Morton his liweten** 
nant mighte keepe their authoritie, ynder which for the prefent Scotland 
nowe was, without refiflance or gainelayinge of anie perfon whatfoewer, 
ihee wrote to Murraie, that forren princes might take offence, not onlie 
at the perHute which he made againft his miftres, but alfo at her reftrainte 
in England, ihee beinge a frie prince, and not fvhieA to the power of anie 
other, if ther were not fome Ihewe of iufiice made that might leade them 
to do this : and for this caufe her councell was, that Ibme forme of procefle 
ihould be made againfl; her, and that Ihee Ihould be accufed of her huC* 
bandes death, a thinge of it felff £o odious, that it wold mitigate the 
heartes of thole which wer kindled with defire of rewenge for the euil 
entreatie of fuch a Ladie, not onlie hj her fubiedtes, who feemed, for 
religions caufe, to hawe fome reafon of miicontentment, but alfo by her, 
who was her neareft kinnifwoman, and that ought, by the lawe of na- 
ture, to defend her and mantaine her againft the force and wiolence of 
aQ her ennemies whatlbewer : that this forme and ihewe of iuftice wold 
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giwe cullour to all tber defignes, and appeafe the grudge and indigna- 
tioun of other princes, and fhutte the mouthes of her parentes and 
freindes in France, that wer ther ennemies : that he fhould fend, or 
come him felff in all ailiirance, and that fhould bringe with him men of 
coimcell to urge and fett fordwarde this accuiation, and that they 
Ihould be werie weele harde to the end of the bufines, neither in the 
fighte nor hearinge of ther miftres, but by her agentes and procurars, 
who ihould ha we longe time to replie, or fide anie thinge for her iuftifi* 
catioun to cleare her. Thus the cruell accu&tioun beinge refblwed ypon 
and vnderftoode, the Queenes agentes Ihould be difturbed howe foone 
they Ihould enter a litle to anfwere in the mater before the Commit 
fioners apointed by Elizabeth, and to iuftifie ther miftres in her righte : 
the aflemblie ihould be broken yp [by] fome Alman quarrell, (as we 
uife to iaie), or fudden fraie to that purpofe, or fome other occafion or 
accident, wheroff they could procure anewe for the ferwinge their tume, 
and feinyied to happen, to the end they might hawe no time nor leafure 
to iufBfie ther miftres innocencie. 

Murraie, likinge this councell weele, determined to fend fome of his 
beft and iureft freindes, the moft apparent of his faction, with memo- 
rialles and inilrudtiounes to urge the accuiation againft his miftres, 
fearinge leaft it ihould feeme odious to the Engliih nobilitie, and not 
fitting his mouth, he being the naturall brother to the accuied, and ad* 
wanced by her in goodes and honours, hawing no meanes but which he 
had by her bountifulnes ; but refufed of his faworites in his determina* 
tioun, who feared aimuch the ihame of the caufe as him felff, and the 
crueltie and infamie of the periiiite intended againft ther miftres, before 
it ihould leiwe he tooke purpoie (all fliame fett aiide), to go him felff 
in perfone to foUowe it. He took with him thoie fyeciallie who had 
dwer ferwed him before in all his wiked enterpriies againft his miftres ; 
and to cullour the mater the better, he was not eihamed to giwe out 
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tliAt tibe thrie Eftates of Scotland had alredte iuftified the acculatioun 
againft his maiftres ; and for prowe theroff, he had brought with him 
of ewerie dftate fbme to cleare the mater, which wer the dewiliih ma- 
gitian fbrcerar of the Orcades, his hired man, of whome we ha we Ipo- 
ken before, Mr Robert Pitcarne, a filthie, adulterous whoremaifter, 
who keept all his liffe an other mannes wiff, Abbot of Dunnfermeling ; 
and thele did reprefent the fpirituall eftat ; the Earle of Morton and 
Lindelaie, as filthie conlbienfles men, for the nobles ; and Mr James 
M^Gill and Mr Henries Balnawes, councellouris and lawers of the Se& 
fion and Bench of Eftate, for the thirde eftate ; together with Mr George 
Buchanan, whome he brought to g^we apparence to ther lies, in painted 
woordes of eloquence, framed before hand for the purpofe in latine, that 
it might be lent in Fraunce, Germanic and other forren natiouns who 
underfiood not the Englilhe language. This wicked man conftrained 
alfo to go in his conq[>anie, Sire William Metellan of Lethington, who 
often refilled to do it, who in confcience knewe the weritie of the faSte, 
and that the cheiffe accufer and conftraner of him to wndertake the 
iomie, was more gutltie of the crime nor his liege Ladie and miftres ; 
but knowinge weele the humour of the man, he durfte not refiife incace 
it ihould hawe coafte him his heade. 

The time of meetinge apointed hj Elizabeth drawinge on, Thomas 
Howarde, duke of Norfolke, the firft of the nobilitie of England in 
honour, goodes and reputation, and the Earle of SuiTex, and Ralphe 
Sadler, councellour of eftate, wer lent to take notice, and heare the 
griewances of the two parties. In this meane while, the Queene feeinge 
her ynnaturaU accufe™, much degeneratinge from the curage and fpirite 
of iher aunceftouris, and to follow the footfteppes of John Baliol, that 
foulde hlmfelff and the realme to the Englifhe, fubmittinge themfelwes, 
not onlie thej beinge her fubie6);es, to the iudgment of Elizabeth and 
her councell, but alfo by the lame meanes wold aknoweledge her for 
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ther fiiperiour, and make her, beinge an heire of a kingdome, and as 
hie as her felff, become her wafiall, if it fhould lie in ther power, and 
to Hand to her pleafure and courtelie to do with her what ihee thought 
goode ; therfore ihee fent her agentes to requefl; Elizabeth, that it 
might fiand with her goode likinge to heare her in perfon, and ihee 
wold be willinge and readie, all whofoever wold accufe her, and wolde 
cleare and iufiifie her felff in all what ihould be obieAed before her and 
her coimcell. But yeet ihee protefted ihee wold not ewer acknowledge 
them for her laufuU judges, or her true and faithftdl iubie6l;es, beinge a 
Princes and an heire of a kingedome as frie, and ewer fo reputed, as that 
realme of England, and that Elizabeth, beinge but her equall, could not 
be her judge, or her fubieftes. But if it pleafed her, with other chriC- 
tian Princes, to take knoweledge of the mater, ihee wold moil willing* 
lie iubmitte her fel£P to iher iudgment, not refuiinge her for anie thinge* 
that had paiTed heiretofore betuine them, but from the beginninge had 
determined newer to heare her in perfon* 

Yeet, notwithilanding, ihee commaunded her Commiflioners, (after 
Elizabethes deniall of her iuite petitions,) to poile to Yorke, the place 
appointed for the meetinge, where Elizabethes wer come before, weele 
inilru6ted and informed againe the poore difixeiTed Ladie, and fumiihed 
with all the malicious reportes that could be dewiled to make her odious ; 
and to this effe£t her ennemies made a longe naration of all that was 
done in Scotland, and in ipeciall of the ordinances made ther in Par** 
liament for the gowemement of the realme, not accuiinge the Queene 
of anie faulte, but proteilinge them felwes her maieilies moil affe£tionat 
and humble ierwantes, with all defiringe hj waie of fupplicatioun to 
the Queene of England, to do them iuilice towardes her, and to ratifie 
and approwe that which they had concluded and determined in the af- 
ierablie of ther eilates« 

When they had beene weele at large harde of Elizabethes Commii- 
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fioneris, aa was promefed thein» Mr John Leflie bilhop of RolTe, the 
Lord Boyd, the Lord Harrife^ Mr Grawin Hamilton abbott of Kilvin- 
iagef her Maiefties Commillioneris and agentes, perceiwinge that the 
articles did cowertlie and ynderhand deprawe the honour of ther fower-^ 
aigne» albeit they did protefl themfelwes her Maiefties moft humble and 
affedkionat ferwantes, yeet iecretlie and priwelie ther projefies and ther 
confbiences wer farre otherwiie, and that they had poflefied Elizabethes 
Commiflioners with a werie harde opinion of her behawiours and cariage 
towardes her hulband, as they duelie certified and aduertifed, they did 
fuUie reiblwe not to make a fimple anfwere to that which was propoi- 
ed, but thought it moft expedient fiilUe and whoUie to refute all ther 
impudent accufatiouns, and whatfower ellis they might urge for the dif- 
adwantage of ther miftres. 

They made iherfore declaratioun to Elizabethes ConunifiionereSyi^TiiedepatieCom. 

misiionen of Marie 

in the hearinge of the rebelles, that they could not aknoweledge Eliza- Queene a Soottet 

made tfaia ^pdlogle at 

beth nor them for iufte and laufull iudges of the caufe, nor ther aduer- ^oAe in Ae defence 

^ of ther mistKS, in the 

iaries laufiill accufars, to be harde to accule ther Soweraigne, to whom^ heaiingeof £ii»beth 

^ QueeneofEni^des 

by the lawe of God and nature, they wer to be fiibie£t, and not to Eliza- CommiMionen. 
beth of England : Yeet th^ beinge werie defirous that the innocencie 
of ther Miftares might appeare to all the world, and to take from them 
that euill opinion which was in ther mindes by the finifter informatioun 
of her ennemies, they defired that they m^ht adwiie and confider the 
fundation of the ordinances of the Eftates of Scotknd by them alledged ; 
and iaide, that all ther accuiatiounes confifted yp<m no thinge but ypon 
prefumptions, the greater parte wheroff wer fo frewolous and fo light, 
that they de£erwed not in fuch a companie to be either alledged, pro* 
pounded or giwen eare vnto or harde ; for ther could not be founde 
out one witnes that iawe her Maiefiie prefent at the death of her hu£> 
band, nor that ewer hard her commaund inch a willanous a£te. The 
acculans them felwes do not iaie it, but onlie that Ihee confented to it. 



72 HISTORY OF 

to the end that (hee might marie Boithwell, foundinge themfelwes 
vpon I knowe not what connieffcures, which be not buildinges to ower- 
throwe the honour or liffe, I iaie not of a Queene, exempted from 
lawe, and that hath no fuperiour, but of anie perfon of the bafeft eflate 
in all the world ; for in fuch cafe the comoune lawe fideth, that the 
prooffe ihould be more cleare than the noone iunne fheyninge in the 
midle of the daie* But let us fee them, I praie you : 

1. The firft is founded vpon the prefumption of the enwie which they 

laide Ihee had againft her hufband ffor the inhumane murder of the Se- 

^ Fie Vor ihame» cretarie. S. The feconde rpon the contempt of her faith of wedloke^ 

they them selwei, the r» • -i 11 • i. ^ i» rwn 

accuBui, wer actourii flri^inff e part to Boithwell in her goode fawours. 3. The thirde ypon 

boith in the murder® . , 

udmarUge^MMor. letters writeu with her hand, and other papers of infiruftiouns founde 

ton^oneof theprind- '^ ^ 

pau of the Queenee j^ ^ litle filwcr coffcr. 4. The fourth vpon the litle account ihee made 

acciMarSy confeiaed *■ 

b^ ^rS!«^ ^^ ^*°* ^^^ ^® death, difdaininge to moume, or caufiinge him to be 
g;;^""^^^"- buried as was fitte- 5. The fifth vpon the manage ihe contraaed 
ISLt2[S"whird;;^**^ Boithwell, the murderer of her huflmnde ; and for that they ufed 
ywrXmtol^p^t^® confeffiouues made vpon the torture of the ferwantes of Boithwell, 
•hameks traitour ^ &nd othcrs, who wcr miuifters in the execution of this horrible murder* 
H^l^^oftheKioges Albeit, then, all thele prefumptiounes maie weele be refuted with a 
executed. fimple deuiall, which proceedinge from the mouth of fuch a princes, 

ought to be of more efficacie and force to cleare her innocencie then ten 
thoufand fuch men her accufars alledge to the contrarie ; yeet to con- 
tent your mindes, and to deliwer vnto you the evident truth, without 
approwinge her authoritie that had made you her deputie Commifiioners, 
or aknoweledging you for iudges, we faie all the accuiatiouns of our 
mifires be in the felff falfe, and founded vpon the malicious ipeeches of 
her ennemies : for touching the firft, true it is, fliee had moft iuSte 
occafion to be angrie with her hufl>and, who had conipired with her 
ennemies who killed her innocent iecretarie, an olde, feble, wake, 
and impotent harmelefle man, her moft faithftiU ferwant and councel- 
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lour to her goode and honour when he implored God for mercie and 
iuftice, they wold not bringe to hawe triale in iuilice, whether he had 
deferwed death or not. When he did flie to her Maieilies cheir where 
fhee latte to be his mediatour, to hawe fuccour and triale by iuftice and 
right of la we, and her Maiellie did interceede for him at ther handes^ 
they ipitefullie ftabbed the poore man with thrie fcoire and abowe 
mortall woundes, and that ower her Maieilies fhoulder, and harde by 
her, to the greate hazarde and danger of her liffe, fhee beinge then greate 
with childe of a foweraigne Prince. Shoulde anie liich cruell willaines 
be harde nowe to accule ther ladie and miilres, who them (elwes hawe 
beene a£toures in boith the murders ? Was not her Maiellie perfitlie 
reconciled to her hufband in fincearitie of heart, in lowe and amitie, 
and lb did contmewe with him fo longe as they liwed together ? 

This poore Prince, after this inhuman a£t was comitted by the iniliga- 
tion and dire6i:ion of thefe that nowe heire accufeher, feeinge that [they^ 
had intention to murder his wiff, founde the meanes, when they had 
planted them felwes in greate niunber about her, to come vnto her com- 
panie to ioine him felff ynto her for her laiftie, and after he had falen 
doune ypon his knees and craived pardon of her with greate plentie of 
teares, fhee lemed weele the faulte wher it was hatched, and hard the 
beginninge, and that came not of him felff : Yeet, leeinge that he was a 
younge man, werie deliberate, floute of curage and handes, and that 
he wold willinglie hawe rewenged this cruell willanie vpon the firft 
authoures of it, he had the fadle in fuch horrour after the deligne of 
them was difcowered which councelled him vnto it, her Maiellie was 
forced and compelled to ihewe agoode countenance, and held his 
bridle fhorte from the beginninge, to hinder the ftronge pafliouns of his 
magnanimous fpirite and curage, fb defirous of rewenge againft Mur- 
raie and Morton, and thofe which putt this execrable a£le in his heade, 
to make him enter in a irreconcileable difcorde and variance with his 

K 
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wiffe. Had thej no other meanes to kille him ellefwhere but in the 
prefence of her Maiefiie» when he catched holde on her Maiefties 
goune» cryinge for iufiice and mercie, when ihee reqneited them to ipare 
him^ if not for her owen fake, yeet at leaft for the childes cauie ^which3 
was betuine her fides, which perhappes [would^ one daie call them all to 
account for fuch a cruell fa£fc ? What, did he newer go out of her pre- 
fence ? did he newer go abroade into the citie, where they might hawe 
awenged them felwes vpon him if he had offended them? or when be went 
abroade out of the palace, had he iiich greate attendance and retinewe 
of followers, that they durft not looke vpon him ? They might hawe 
dailie founde him walkinge the fireates of Edinburgh and Cannogate, 
where the meaneft of ther followers might hawe awenged them felwes on 
him ? Why then did they dewife, councell, and perfuade the hufband to 
execute the cruell h&e in the prefence of the wiffe, greate with childe, 
and readie to lie doune ? They knewe weele whie in ther conlciences, 
and fome pf them that wer then ther partners hawe fince confefled, that 
ther intention was ib to afiright this moft forrowefull Princes, that ihee 
and her iflue Ihould prefentlie die, and after to putt all the blame rpon 
her huiband, and ridde him alio out of the world. 

This brought about, ther had beene no impediment to Murraie to 
be kinge. The Queene was not fo woide of iudgement, that ihee did 
not difcower and marke all this weele, and note it weele a litle after» 
which caufled her not to diminiihe no thinge the amitie and accuilomed 
affe3;ion towardes her huiband, which for his youth and wante of ex- 
perience, ihould hawe, but could not prewent fuch an ambuihe : wher- 
off ihee gawe werie greate and certan teftimonie at Glafcowe when he 
was ther ficke, for hawinge intelligence theroff ihee pofted fpeedelie thi- 
ther, and cheriiTed and entertained him moft lowinglie, and from thence 
bringinge him to Edinbtirgh to chaunge the aire ihee vifited him dailie, 
and affiited him almoft till the werie houre of his death. You will fitie. 
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this amitie and lowe was counterfeited : we denie it« Who ought to he 
beliwed ? Marcus ^milius Scaurus hawinge been accufed to hawe he- 
traied the comoune wealth of Rome, takinge Mithridate fee filwer, 
alheit he was a corrupt man and knowen for fiichy yeet for the refpeS; 
he had in the Senate, and for the inequalitie of him and Varus Suronen- 
fis his accnfer, he was ient cleare awaie ypon his fimple deniall of the 
b&B. And her fiibie3;es the traiterous rebeUis, ewer knowen for 
fiich, fiue the chearinges, which ther miftres made to her hufband a 
litle before his death, wer but bates and fopes to bringe him to his 
end. Shee denieth it, and fweareth the contrarie: Is ther woorde 
better to be beliwed, or more worthie of credite than hers ? Such 
periured ilaiwes, who newer had anie thinge in the world .but by 
her, ihould not be harde before ther ioweraigne lady and miftres; 
as now they be lifined weele ynto, and whatfoewer they fpeake in 
malice is reputed truth. O notable iudges and partiall iudgement! 
if ihee had beene defirous to ridde him awaie, and to be deliwered 
of him, what neede had ihee to hawe recourfe to luch a wiolence 
which could not be concealed ? One blowe with a fworde or dager 
had beene (boner giwen, and with lefle ilaunder, reproach and wiolence. 
Shee might hawe put him to death by iuflice, hawinge the lawes at 
her deuotion, and her fubie6tes her owen and readie to do it, without 
longe proceedinge, and the prowe deare. The Queene her lelff haw- 
inge feene him, he being afliftant at the murder of her moft faithiull 
(erwant, and his owen dager beinge founde in his bellie^ for albeit he 
was her hufband, yeet was he not Kinge, but her wailall and lubie£t, 
and Tuder the authoritie of the lawes as other men : but ihee feared, 
fide you, the fcandale, and wold hawe been argued of too greate cruel- 
tie, if ihee had publi6tlie put him to deathe by the hand of an execu- 
tioner : but you, that reprowe the Queene of an a£); [oQ crueltie, if ihee 
had done an a£t of luftice, profecute her to make her die miuiUie by a 
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ftrange executioner, if one wold beliwe you. If fhee feared publi6l; 
fcandall and reportes of men, if ihee had conceiwed fb damnable a de- 
figne, as you accufe her off, had ihee not the witt to ha we poifoned him ? 
was ihee fo impudent and woide of conceate, that ihee could no wide 
hawe founde meanes to diipatch him by fome fecrete and priwie meanes, 
to hide it from the world ? You hawe beene fo ihameleife and impu- 
dent, that you hawe made it be publiihed, by the woice of your mini- 
fters and ther artificiall libellis, that the ficknels he was in at Glafcoue 
came of no thinge but poiibn that was giwen of and in behalfe of his 
wiffe, and that the wheales, blaines and cuUoured boiles that brake 
foorthe and roie vp ypon all his bodie wer fure tokens theroff : if that 
be true, howe was he healed of the iicknes without any remedie againil 
it ? They that gaiwe him that poifon had no deiire to kille him, iince 
they gaiwe it him either fo feble and wertules, or infuch a fmalle quantitie, 
that he efcaped of him felff, without anie helpe of the phyfitiouhs. You 
abufe your felff werie much^ if you thinke her Maieilie be fo groffe witted, 
and fo roode in conceate^ that if ihee wold pra£tife fuch dewifes to kill 
her huiband, ihee could not brue him fuch a potion, in qualitie and quan- 
titie, as the caie ihould require. What argument hawe you that ihee did 
fo ? Wheales and boiles do breade in mannes bodie, not onlie by poiibn, 
but by manie other accidentes alio, to which they be naturallie iubie£t, 
and principallie thefe of his age. If you hawe then no other token of this 
fa6te, confefle your friwolous calumnies, and your too manifeft falfe ac- 
cufatiouns no leife impudent, then that which is likewife ihamelellie di- 
vulged by your dewiliih libelles, accuiinge her that ihee wold likewiie 
hawe poifoned her fonne in the caille of Sterling, which thinge was 
ihamlellie inwented and pra6bized by the dewiliih whore and witch, the 
ladie Marre, who made a litle pultes or gruell as ihee wold hawe giwen 
the younge infant the lame, and then gaiwe it her litle dog^e, which in- 
continentlie burile at the middo fide and died. Fie, be you eihamed of 
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your, lies I Who will beliwe your impudencie ? Wolde fuch a lowinge 
mother hawe eirer attempted fuch a thinge, in a greate frequencie of 
wemen about the childe ? No, it is incredible ; neither nature nor the 
feare of God, befides the lowe fhee bare to him, he beinge her onlie be* 
gotten fonne, could iu£fer her to thinke ypon fo willenous an a^, lett 
be to dp it. fie, blufh for Ihame, and repent your calumniesy or ellis 
exipe6fc no thinge ellis but to be fent to the deuil for ewer, who is that 
old accufer of the bretheren, and your maifter whofe will yee do. All your 
calumnies be of the like forte, without anie apparence of truth, onworthie 
to be uttered, or thought of by a Chriflian ; they be all againfl the pre- 
fumptiouns of reafbn and nature, impugninge the wertue, knoweledge, 
ynderftandinge and grace of fuch a honeft meaning ladie. 

Touchinge the refi, fhee is a prince moft meeke, towarde, gentle, gra- 
cious, bounteous and pitiefuU, as all that ewer knewe can teftifie, that 
fewe ewer coulde matche her. But allace, this hath beene the begin- 
ninges of all her nulfortunes, that ihee hath made them infolent who 
now accufe her, throwe her too greate lenitie, whom ihee fhould hawe 
rather made feele the finarte of the fworde, for ther manifolde treache- 
ries againil her committed : if ihee had chafed them foorthe of her do* 
minions, and not pardoned them fjo often, or rather cutte of ther heades, 
as they weele deferwed, they had not ftude heir with impudent faces 
accufinge ther foweraigne. Shee ib oflen receiwed them to her fawour, 
that they made no account ewerie daie more and more to offend her, 
and to deale treacherouflie againft her j infteade therof, if fhee had cutt 
them of by iuflice, fhee fhould not, at this daie, hawe ftoode in neede to 
hawe fiaied at the healle fhee doeth, to hawe her recourfe to the roercie 
of an other for her deliwerie out of ther bloodie and merciles handes. 
Morton was the principall a£lour in the butcherie of her fecretarie, and 
his maifter Murraie the infkigatour of his death, and yeet boith had par- 
don of her Maieftie, takinge remiffion for this ther treacberie. 
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I neede not repeate monie mo ther traiteroua defignes pardouned tfaenij 
for they wer notorious in the eies of all the whole kingedome, for whate 
iDoneth, what weeke, or what dale wer th^ idle or frie from plottinge, 
and imagininge either one trealbn or other againft ther prince, Hate or 
oommooewelth ? All thefe thinges ihee tooke no notice of, and jeet no we^ 
howe barbarouflie, like fa wage cruell wilde beaftes, do they nowe thirfle 
to be faciat wiUi her bloode, without all feare of God, impofinge vpon her 
that crime wheroff they them felwes wer the firft dewifers, fordward let- 
ters and putters to execution. Wer they more deare to her then was her 
huiband ? Was her huiband more faultie then they ? Coulde ihee keepe 
her ftomoke, in regarde of him, that fuffered him lelff to be deceiwed, and 
to imparte her fiiwours to thole who deceiwed him ? Before this fafte 
you can not denie but that Ihee lowed him onlie inteirlie. Is it proba- 
ble, that for this fjA&e allone, Ihee did dewide her felff fo much from him, 
that fince ihee could not finde in her hearte to receiwe him againe into 
her fawour, albeit ihee was weele reconciled with you the authoris of 
the murder, and whidi wer no thinge to her in eftimatioun in regarde 
of her huiband ? 

The comike poet laieth, the &lling out of lowers is the renewinge of 
lowe. That which ihee had ihowed by infedlible argumentis and neceflarie, 
hawinge, by open proclamatioun and edi^ prohibited all perfbns from 
Ipeakinge euill of her huiband, nor to putt him in the ranke of them 
that a£ied this ynfortunat murder, fo wicked, fo abominable and cruell : 
ihee forder graunted him letters of pardon to iuflifie him felff againil all 
his mortall ennemies, in cace they ihould imput fo a wild an a6t ynto 
him after the death of her Maiefiie. Can you ihowe a more perfect 
demonftration of fynceare lowe and amitie ? 

The iatyricall poet layeth, no thinge is more defirous of rewenge then 
a woman. She ihould therfore hawe awenged her felff vpon Murraie 
and Morton and ther complices, who wer much more &ultie then her 
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huibancL This fexe, alb^f vindicatiye, yeet it abkorreth cmeltie. And 
as touching the accufed, ihee hath ewer flic wed her ielff pitHull and in* 
clinable to mereie, yea, ew»i againft her capitall ennemies, and namelie 
againft her accufers, as 70U maie iudge hj ther often ordinarie flighted 
much reiterated, (not beinge able to auniwere for ther heinous treaibns,) 
into England. There ia no probabilities that in erne moment, fliee ia of 
a meeke Queene become a tyranne. At thebeginnii^, whenfhee feemed 
much offended for the murder of her fecretarie, the more parte of the 
nobilitie propofed to her llie diworce and feparatioun from her hnibandt 
which ihee iuftlie might hawe done, if ihee did fo much ftomoke and 
malice him as the rebelles alledge nowe. And you, Morton, received into 
&wour, reftored to your honour and goodes, made often owertures 

theroff ynto her, and namelie to make it pafle throwe if ihee wold, denie 

> 

if you can or darre. I am heire to iuftifie it, and ihall ftande one daie 
in the prefenee of the Almightie to accufe you : ipeake man, if yee hawe 
a face, or ienflefi bound confcience : fie for ihame, you are guiltie of 
that I charge you with. Denie, denie not, leaft you fall into the con- 
demnatioun of the d^iiL When you often propounded vnto her Miuef- 
tie^ did ihee not ewer ounfwere you, that her huibande was but younge 
and litle experienced for want of yeares, and that it was a efie thinge to 
bringe him to wertue, and that he was of his owen nature a goode man 
and weele enclined, and that the corruption he had came of euil coun- 
cell of thofe that wer neither freindes to him nor to her Maieftie. You 
lee then the fynceire lowe of this ladie to her deare huiband, and by 
conlequ^ice the preiumption of all euil will defiroyed, which is the foun- 
datioun, (but groundles,) ypon which her accuiars hawe builte all ther 
odious accuiatiounes, odious, I iaie> in the fight of God and man, ihee 
being the miftres and foweraigne, and the thinge they laie to her charge 
fijfe in the felff« 

Touchinge the feconde and thirde article of her accuiation, touch- 
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inge contempt and faith of mariage, which ihej think to werifie hj let* 
ters mifliwe, which they faie ihee had written to the £rl Boithwell, that 
is a moft wile, impudent and bloodie reproch, and meerelie hj them 
falflie and malicionflie dewifed to giwe £howe and cullour to ther deign- 
ed conclufion they propofe, to drawe therof that which they pretended, 
namelie the murder, for it is to be prefumed that an adulterous woman 
maketh no more confcience to proftitute her owenbodie to ther indifcrete 
and vnbridled concupilcence, then fhee doeth to be acquanted with the 
purpofe of the murder and piottes tending therto, and the execution ther- 
off by the murderars. To this end they alledge fome particular a6lions, fo 
weele painted and diiguifed, fo weele ypholden, fo weele defcribed and 
figned boith by the names and fiirenames of perlbns, the circumftances of 
time and place, of thinges, of ther endes and ewentes, that the moft wife 
and beft adwifed maie heirin be deceiwed and abufed, and we aunfwere 
heiruntiU by denyinge all : for her Maieftie calleth God and his holie an- 
gellis to witnes, that all theie thinges ar onlie falfe and inwented at ther 
pleaiUre, wheroff her accufars cannot werifie one point ; for touching 
the letters by them brought and produced, intendinge to make this ther 
fuireft and onlie proowe to all ther accuiatiouns, her Maieftie fwear* 
eth and protefteth folemnlie in the faith of chrifiian Princes, and by the 
redemption of her foule, that fliee newer wrete them, and that they 
hawe beene fubomed and dewifed by her ennemies, and extorted from 
fome one that could counterfeit her hand. This not the firft time that 
they hawe uled this meanes. Murraie, heire prefent, knoweth weele 
what to faie, if he wold confefle the truth, which is newertheles fo 
weele knowen, and hath beene fo weele awerred, that he can not denie 
it ; for when the Lord Gordoun, eldeft fonne and heire to the Earl of 
Huntlie, was prifoner at Dumbarre, Murraie diQ)atched in all haifte a 
man of his owen to Craigmillar, capitan of the faide caftle, with letters 
counterfeiting her Maiefties hand wretlnge, by the which he com- 
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maunded him, tliat ypon the receipt of thefe letter^ incontinentlie with* 
out all delaie he ihould ftrike pf the iaide Lordes heade. But the capitan, 
being a milde, courteous and gratious man, not inclined to crueltie at 
all, piteinge the younge Lordes efiate, did ihewe him the letters, and 
tooke ad wife to deferre the execution, till that he vnderftoode forder her 
Maiefties goode pleafour by her feliF from her owen mouth, and for 
this purpofe he pofted to the Courte, then difiant twentie Scottifh miles 
from that place ; he reported to her Maieftie howe the younge Lord 
iaide to him he ihould hawe no harme, in confidence of the which 
promele he did relie him feliF vpon her Maiefties mercie. 

The capitan tolde her he was ilriken amazed and ailoniihed at fuch a 
commandement, he beinge in prefence when her Maiefiie thus promeied 
him his iaiwetie : he ipared no trawell, but came by poit in all haifte 
to her Maieilie, and came to her palace when ihee was nowe in bed at 
reft, the gates beinge ihutte i he importuned her Maiefties guarde, who 
refiiied to lett him enter the palace, till fome of the bed chamber hear* 
inge a greate fturre and noife tooke notice theroff, and by commaunde- 
ment from her Maieftie bidde them lett the partie come to her prefence 
whofbewer it wer, who, when he had prefented himfelff to her ypon 
his knees, tolde her howe he had put in execution the contentes of her 
letters, namelie that he had put to death her Maiefties younge cufinge, 
the younge Lord Gordoun, fonne and heire to the Earle of Huntlie. 
At the reporte wheroff, ihee beganne to take her felff by the haire, 
curiinge, abhorringe and deteftinge the firft authouris and cauflers 
theroff. Then the capitan much conforted, thanked God, that he had 
not obeyed the counterfeete letters, which he ihewed her, and the firft 
iighte ihee thought ihee had fett her hand to wrete them all and fub- 
ibribed-her name, albeit confideringe them and the contentes ihee 
weele and perfitlie remembered after ihee newer thought ypon fuch 
a thinge all her liffe, nor yeet did ewer anie mowe her in anie iuch 

I. 
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.thingey aad iftltliavfg^ht tfaej had» ihee wold iiaww conieiited to iuch 4 
.thinge,, bdides all ordour of laweu 

But in the end, Murraie was founde to be the wreter and lender of 

thia crueU milliwe and mandate, that this magnammoua jom^ Lord 

might be diipatehed out of his waie« who, beinge a man of manie 

freindes, and of greate might, perhappes might hinder his hie attemptes 

in aiperinge to the cfoune, and Ipeedelie rewenge his fathers death by 

him, vnder the borrowed name of the Queene^ moft treacherouflie flaixie 

and murdered after the batlq, and after he had yielded him feUf to be 

brought and conduced to her Maieftie, to purge him (elS of that 

wheroff he was accufed by his mortall ennemies, and to deelaire to her 

his innocencie. And to the end, my Lordes, you male thiake this to 

be ipoken in jefte and borrowed for goode paiement, marke and beholde 

the letters : aad Jayinge this, he. deliwered the letters in ther handes, 

and fome fuch other like ihiffe counterfeeted by Murraie and his com- 

plicesy wheroff they wer eihamed and bluj(hed» not knowinge or yeet 

beinge able to replie. 

It is weele knowen> tihsnt the letters of Marie Betun, one of her 
Maiefiies ladies of honour, r^embled (b searelie thoie of her miilres, 
that it ift not po0ible to defceme the one hand wretinge from the other : 
yee hawe alio st this dale by your juglinge^ where you learned it I knowe, 
exQ^t that God be mercifiill and put remedie to it, wilbe the ower- 
throwe of manie in ther liwes and flates, nowe brought in the realme 
« moft dewiliih and lewde praSife, that manie hawe learned of you to 
counterfeete mennes handes lb omninglie, wherc^ you knowe Ibme 
that can Hx naturallie and cunninglie imitate the hand vretinge of an 
other, that you wold miflake your owen hand writinge, and approwe 
and aUowe that for yours which hath beene fal£feed by them, and you 
newer did lee with your eyes before^ We iaie then, that the Queene 
Mwer wrete tbofe letters,, and albeit ihee had wrettin them, they eould 
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make no prooffe againft her, nor be received in iudgment } for they be^ 
(sine die et consule) as the prowerbe is, we knowe not what time they 
wer written, nor by whom, nor where, neither luperfcribed nor endorfed 
with the name or perlbn of aiiie perfbn, nor figned, nor lealed, nor the 
wretinge knowen or challenged of anie, and yeet will yon hawe her 
Mateftie condemned of fi> greate and heinous a crime ? Of this will you 
bringe a neceflarie ailment not onlie of her ynchafiitie, but alio of 
the hatred, mortall enmitie and crueltie wherwith ihee fhould hawe 
prolecuted her lowinge hufband ; ther is no (uch proceedinge againft 
ihe maSt abiedt of her fubiqdtes ; ther is not keept from them the 
pre&ript forme of the lawes ; the order of iuftice is not keepte backe ; 
they be not Ipeedelie caft as guiltie without dewe prowe, concludinge 
forciblie for iudgment lawfull. You will fide, thefe letters wer dire6ted 
to Boithwell : we denie it ; how will you be able to prowe the con- 
trarie ? You will laie, they wer founde within a litle coffer of filwer 
perteninge to the Queene : we fiiie, that if it be to, you your felwes 
hawe put them there ; for Mr James Balfoure, capitan of the calUe of 
Edinburgh, hawinge ftoUen awaie her Maieflies jeweUes that was in it 
perteininge to her Maieftie, was cormpte by you for rewarde, and 
yeelded him felff to yoiir fide and betraied his miftres, deliwer her 
firongefl; hold of the heade borrowe and citie of the kingdome in your 
handes, he not hawinge anie warrant from her Maieilie lb to do : He 
was a fcholar of Machewell, weele pra£lifed in manie thinges, not 
altogether ignorant of the Latine and French tongues : neither will 
wee fide and ftande to it, that it was he that forged thefe letters, but 
onlie that he is a man, readie and wittie enough to do fuch a thinge, if 
he ones did purpofe So in his minde. Suppoie it be^ or anie other that 
wrote them and put them in the fitide coffer, it is all one to us, fince it 
was in your power to put therin whatfoewer you pleafed. We onlie 
denie it, that it was her Maieftie, or anie perfbn to her knowledge, ot 
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artie that can awouch it of her. Whome will you make to beliwe it, that 

4 

fuch a prudent and a wife Princes could fo much forgett her leLff as to 
wrete fuch letters, to lerwe for a memoriall and infallible argument of 
her turpitude ? Is it pojQible that fhee hath been fo carles of her goode 
name and renoune, or that fhee had fo litle regarde of her felff, that 
Ihee fent liich letters to Boithwell, all open to bee wiewed and feene of 
all to whofe handes thej might come ? But to come to the purpole, 
who was the bearar of them ? the man which you fee in the moone I 
Was Boithwell fo farre from the courte, that it was needfuU to wrete 
fuch fecrete maters to him hj open letters, and no waies dilguifed nor 
concealed ? Was Boithwell fo blokifhe and colde in lowe ? Saie, it 
was needfull for a Queene, and fhee the moil beutifull in the world, to 
drawe and winne him by verles, and charme him by poefie. 

But what is the fubieA of thefe letters ? Ther is not anie mention 
of murderinge, killinge, or yfinge anie forte of crueltie. What is then 
the iubie£t of them? Foolifhe lowe. Boithwell was a man much 
giwen to fuch thinges, ewerie one knoweth it, and that ther was no 
neede to drawe him to it by fuch dewifes. He depairted not from the 
courte, and it had been a waine and fiiperfluous thinge to him, which 
hath his refidence ther, that it might hawe been communicated to him 
by mouth, to hawe the mater writen to him in vnclofed letters, wher- 
throwe it might hawe beene publiihed and blafed abroade, to ferwe to 
all poflerities for a perpetuall note of her infamie and follie. 

And to what end had he keepte them in this coffer, fince by her it is 
expreilie commanded to bume them ? did he not knowe that this coffer 
pafled throwe manie peoples handes ? did he not knowe that thefe let- 
ters might hawe caufed him die the death, if they had fallen into the 
Queenes handes, he not hawinge done againe her expreile commaunde, 
which was to bume them ? Be it that they fell into the Jiandes of his 
ennemies : they wold delire no better fUbie£t to moleft and annoie him ; 
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liB wanted notfainge what he foirlawe : Did he not the inconvences beinge 
eQpied, foirfee the danger he might fall into ? If the keepinge then of 
inch letters wer to him moil dangerous^ and could profite him no thinge» 
nor bringe him no contentment, it is not to be prelumed that he 
put them in the coffer ; and albeit he had putt them ther, fo yeet it is, 
that they wer not thither fent him in the behalfe of the Queene, but by 
ibme other ladie of more auncient acquaintance. 

. Let us proceede to the readinge of them ; werie ihame and modeftie bin* 
dereth me to paile anie furder to aunfwere the deedes builded vpon the£e 
conie£tures drawen from the letters ; the lallettis and filth of them 
beinge more ilronge then thofe of Meflalin, or Marcus Aurelius wiffe« 
3ut fuch conie£tures ar lb colde, that I am amazed howe the inventer Budiamiaii. 
of them durile digrefle from realbn, conlideringe the reputation of his 
knoweledge* which thole of his fe^ hawe publifhed throughout all Eu- 
rope, giwinge him the title of the prince of all the poetes of our age. 
If this woorde poefie be taken for a fable, and poet for a devifer 
of lies and fables of things that newer wer indeed, hawinge dwelte all 
his liffe amongeft the flewes and brothelhoufes, amongeft filtbie vnchaft 
perfoims, litle knewe he the honourable cariage of perfons of eflate, in 
the courtes of Princes, and that made him wrete fuch lies, and fo we graunt 
he maie weele be called a fhamelefTe poet, yea the moft fhamlefle in 
that facultie in our age, or that hath beene in anie age before us. Paris 
in Fraunce can weele witnes the honefl cariage of this man, and his 
goode experience he had in iiich handle maters, as he hath publifhed 
abroade in the world, and nowe is not efhamed to repeate, with a brafen 
face, defilinge the aire and offendinge your chafte eares. As for my felff, I 
can neither heare with patience fuch filth, nor fpeake of it openlie, lead 
I fhould be faide to paiTe the boundes of modeftie and honefUe. But 
he couched vp his handle conie6toures and filthie iiifpicions vnder fiich 
rnhoneft tearmes and fpeech, that Sardanapalus him felff, nor Epicurus, 
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oifue leeme not to hawe beene fo weele acquanted end p*actifed in 
Vemis games, as this filthie epicure is. Let hui Leonoras and Elifiies, 
.and the reft of this mans filthie companions witnee this. He ypon the 
filthie baude, was thou not efhamed to range and drauke thy renouned 
jEbweraig^e mifires amongeft tfaj Elifiies and Leonoraes ? If thou 
haddeft knowen wherupon to founde the prowes of the alledged faultes, 
which thou, fhamelefie wiUaine, chaises thy Prince with, thowe wooldeft 
not hawe recourfe to thy filthie lowes, to drawe theroff pre&mptions no 
waies fitting the purpole ; thou woldeft not openlie before the world be- 
lie the honour, wertue, chaftitie and honeftie of £o greate a Princes, 
weele knowen in Fraunce of all the greate eftates ther, and which had 
newer beene enill thought of in Scotland, but by thd and thy complices 
herepreiient, difloiale traitours, and more then capitall ipitefull ennemies 
of your miftres* 

Touchinge the fourte article of ther accufittioun^ thd ui^ her with 
the litle and finidl account that ihee made of her hufband after his death, 
afweele in regarde of the forrowe, as in relped: of his buriall. O, howe 
eafie a thinge it is to finda faulto with thofe who excell in manie thinges, 
be it vertue, honour, or riches ; in ther greateft fortune is there leaft liber* 
tie, laieth Saluftius, for they can do no thinge £o dexterouflie, that ther 
ennemies do not finde meanee to gaineiaie l^ iinifier interpretatioun. 
The corpes of this Prince, after her Maieftie had beheld it with the for- 
rowfulleft hearte that could be, and fheddinge teares plentiftiUie with 
great commiieratioun, was by her commandement enbaulmed and 
wrapte vp in fearecloth, and then enterred by my Lord Juftice Clarke, 
the Larde of Traquhare and thefe of the nobilitie, who wer then at 
courte, amongeft the fepultures of the Kinges her owen aunceflours, and 
where Kinge James 5 her Matefties father had beene buried. Coulde 
Ihee burie him in a more honourable place ? If the ceremonies of the 
fiinerall wer not liich as it was meete, wherunto.fhould one impute the 
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faalte 7 Her Maieffie^defire had no plaee^ wifo gresiHe defired that ibcii 
ceremonies ihould hawebeene ufed, m wer accuftomedto be done at the 
enterringe of the Kinges her predeeefibnris, but tber was not anie perl 
&XL to p^orme her wUK As lor the ccmncdl they wer fecretlie of tbe 
rebdles fa£tioiau As tcmehinge her forrow^ did fliee net keepe ker 
dofet ? was fkee not long^ enough withoxit feeinge date ? what afiar*- 
onoe had fhee of her Ui^ if fliee had continowed ftill in one phee fi> longe 
OS ihee defired». if Ihee h^d not betime chaunged her hidgii^e to prewent 
your commoti<»B and treaeheries againft her, who aUb before had killed 
her hulbattd ? Sfaee knewe weele that jou had killed her hufliand, and 
4hat jou wold not conieiit jourfelwea with that offence and fa£ke, onles 
.70U oompafled the remainder. Sbee feared your deiignes not without 
gooie CBXiSt, the effaftes of your goode wilU af^ foUouinge, gaiwe iiift- 
^ent and certane prowe, that Ihee of right ought to hawe doubted you, 
and not to fbioume £b longe in one place, but to remowe aSben withoot 
your knoweledge afinuch as file coulde. You mocked and iefted amongefi 
yourfelwes at the keepinge of her clo£et, at her candle^ at her bhudce 
moor ninge attire ; no we yoix blame her that ihee tooke not longe enoug)i 
time in performinge ikefie deueties, which ynu helde ia confcience to be 
ikperflitious, and yon do inferre fliee* killed her bnlband. O flrange con- 
dufions I I praie you,, wold anie of you be content, that anie of you 
ihould be laide to hawe killed your wiwes,. if you hapned not to keepe 
all the accuflomed ceremonies of muminge after ther deathe ? or do 
yoiur wiwes mume thus for ther hufbands, as fliee did for hers ? or 
hawe your mothers doone the like for [ther] huibandes ? You knowe 
weele they hawe not : albeit fliee had doone none of the thinges you do 
require, it ia not a thinge fo reprehei^le and blamewoorthie or odioufi^ 
as you wold make it > you can newer name anie Queene in Scotland, that 
hath doone as you alledge. You ought not to meaiiire this Queene by the 
b£keB of otheris, who wer no thinge ellis after the deceafe of ther 
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hufbands but Douriers. Shee after the deathe of her huiband was a 
Ibweraigne Queene ; £hee helde no thinge of her hufband, but on the 
contrarie, he had no thinge but what he helde of her. Nowe to con- 
clude this article, if in her fbule ihee had iudged her felff culpable of 
his death, had ihee not witt enough to diiguife the faulte by exquifite 
and fiimpteous funerallis, with outcryinges and lamentatiouns, and all 
other inwentiouns and fingularities, which it had beene poflible to dewife, 
which is ufiiallie done of thofe who wold obfcure and cower fuch a fa6fce. 
This obie£tion doeth merite no anfwere, it is fo friwolous, 

Lett us come therefore to thefifte, which is the moft pregnant and biting 
of all, which alone feemeth to hawe fo greate weighte, that the prefump- 
tion rifing theroff fhould beare awaie the definitiue fentence of this contro^ 
uerlie. For thefe woordes, ihee had maried the murderar of her hufbands 
foUie and fimplie pronounced, giwe fuch a deepe and violent impreflion, 
that the hearte of thofe who confidereth it, beinge no otherwife informed 
in theie affitires, and owerpafle maters that th^ liewe no fcruple nor 
doubte, but that ihee was confentinge to the murder : But when th$ 
deede ihalbe with the circumflances dilcowered 93 it befell, her accuiars, 
that impofe vpon her this crime, darre not ihewe ther faces before this 
companie, althought it wer of fteile which can not bluihe, fo ihame- 
lelTe, fo aflured and framed they ar in ther impudencie. If the firft 
propoiinge of this mariage had been intimated by her Maieftie, if it 
had beene made and accorded by her meere motion, and executed 
by her owen onlie will, without forcinge and vrginge of anie other, 
ther might hawe beene iuile occafion to fufpedt the worfe; but 
if they, who do this daie bkme her. hawe beene themfelwes the au- 
thouris theroff ; if they hawe forced her Maieilies will to giwe her 
confent therunto ; if they, by forcible reafons, hawe induced her ther* 
unto ; if by threates and foure boaflirige, they hawe forced her to do it, 
howe darre they ftone her for a worke proceedinge from ther owea 
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cunninge ? howe can thej condemne the iaulte of ther owen fundation ? 
Methinkes I fee the old men before me which accufed Suianna, and 
the wiff of Putiphor, that fietlflie accufed Jofeph of the crime wheroff 
he was innocent and Ihee culpable : Ha we you ewer fuch Scogganizine ? 
He was moft leude fellowe who, to cower bis wickednes, did ordinarilie 
impoie and retume and retorte them ypon thofe whom he had induced 
to do iaultes ; wherupon came the proverb, plaie you the Scoggin 
with me ? which is afmuch as to iaie, as if after you hawe beaten me, 
you complaine firft your felff. The Engliih vnderftand weele this worde. 
Hould, heire be the letters of Murraie goinge into Fraunce, reade, perule 
and confider them; and you, Sirs, the acculars,knowe you yourwretinges, 
marke the fignes of your handes : and as he thus laide, he produced 
Murraies letters and fome other of his complices, by which he counceU 
led his miftres not onlie to take the Earle of Boithuell to her hufband, 
but threatned her alfo with greate inconveniences, if ihee refilled him. 
Ther was alfo produced a proied: to this mariage figned by the acculars, 
and of the more parte of the nobilitie deliwered into Boithuelles handes, 
to ihewe to her Maieftie ther reiblution, and that ihee muft needes go 
that waie, if ihee wold not endure that which was worfe. And in ihew- 
inge this contract, he continewed his ipeech, fayinge, you can not denie 
your fubfcriptions to thefe letters, you can not miftake your fignes ap* 
pofed to this contrai£t : we defire alfo that you wold vnderftand, aknowe- 
ledge and confefle the greate commendatiouns of Boithwell, which you 
fonge dailie to her Maieftie, the afiFrighters and brages you made, if Ihee 
did not marie him. Shee had put him into your handes to the end to 
do iufiice, you did declare him innocent of the crime, and hawe exempt* 
ed him from puniihment, that by iuftice was due vnto him, giwinge ten 
thouiknd mockes and floutes for puniihment to her maieftie to drawe 
her to this diihonour, and conftraine her to accept of that partie ib litle 
fortinge to her greatnes. Remember your felwes of your glorious othes. 
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with proteftatiouns of perpetuall fidelities if it pleafed her to accept of 
himt whom you would name to ferwe her for a goode and loiale com- 
panion, to afllift her in all her afairs, to confort her in all her dilfficulties, 
and to defend her againft the aOaultes of her ennemies* 

And no we as touchinge you, wnworthie man, deflemblinge and traito- 
rous hypocrite Biihope of Orkneie, ar you not eihamed to ihowe your felff 
in this companie ? Was not you that made the manage you nowe blame ? 
was not you that ioined them together in fiu^e of holie Church? was it not 
you that gaiwe the nuptiall benediction ? who ewer forced you to do it ? 
whie do you not make declaratioun of this iniufie impofition ? whie do 
you not thinke that you hawe committed treafon to conceale your miftres, 
that he that was about to marie her was the deathe of her hufbande ? 
Should you hawe made the manage, hawinge your confcience charged 
with this knowen iinne ? The duetie of a Biihope and order which you 
hold in the church commandeth you to refift it and hinder it. Her 
Maieftie hath ewer beene an obedient child to the church, and wold not 
hawe beene £o obftinat as to hawe withfloode the ordinances of the 
church, if you wold hawe .ufed newer fo litle authoritie, and hawe 
ihowen her the faulte of the mariage : you ihould then hawe done that 
which this daie you doe : you had iidwed the honoure of your miftree, 
and the liff of manie a goode gentleman, which, by reafon of your lilence, 
be deade in the qiAarrell. Ther bloode is to be required at your handes, 
and one daie you ar to aunfwere it. Bluihe, bluihe^ if you hawe anie 
ihame or confcience, bluihe you fonnes of the father of lies, in accufinge 
the dead» wheroff you your felwes be the onlie authouris. The moft 
oonitant woman in the world, hawinge paft the extremitie of fortune, as 
tlus ladie hath done, and hawinge to do with men of your humour, 
beinge all fett on mifcheiffe, durite not hawe taken other refolution, but 
that which by her hath beene taken maugrie her intention, minde and 
deiire : and yeet ihee Iweareth, and folemnlie proteiletb, that ihee wold 
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hawe rather died ten Uioulaiid deathes^ if it had been poffible^ then to 
hawe confented to this manage, if ihee had had the leaft iufjpition in all 
the world, that Boithwell had beene partakeSr in the treacherie of her 
hufbandee death. Bnt her rebellee which nowe accufe her, hawe ewer 
perliiaded her the contrarie, till ihee had deliwered yp her lelff into ther 
handes at Carbarriehill, where and when thej begann to chaunge ther 
toungnee, and giwe her firft to nnderftand ther willenie in accufinge 
him, whom before they had £b heighlie commended vnto her. It is 
weele feene at this inflant to what end thefe commendations wer giwen^ 
the werie marke and defigne of fnch threatninge is weele perceiwed 
was not ante lowe they bare to Boithwell, but a bate to tn^e the? 
miftres ; it was not the goode of the realme, as they feineed and made 
Ihewe of, but the Dbandale and honour of her Maieftie to (erwe for the 
adwancement of ther caufe, and to open the waie to ufiirpatioun of the 
croune and ftate, in fpoilinge her, as you fie, by force, to whome by 
right of nature it belongeth« The landes ftand for her to be reftored 
fo farre foorth, that all afiiion fhould be denied them, that hawe vn«< 
iuftlie and with publi£t force rebelled againft her, and bereawed her her 
right. 

But ther refteth yeet one pointe not to be pafied ower in filenoe, which 
is the reportes and confefliouns made vpon the torture by two or thrie of 
Boithwdles ferwantes, that wer condemned to death for participatingein 
this crueU parricide. God knoweth what that torture of the bootes and 
ra<^e will make a man, thorowe the paine thwoff, to confefle and fide ewen 
of himlelff, let be of others. Alace, what courfe of lawe was it that her 
Maiefties mortall ennemies fhould make the interrogatories, prompte ther 
aunfwerB who wer tormented and prompte ther confeffions, luch[a8]}they 
beft pleated to hawe them make, and to caide wrete whatioewer they pleafl 
ed to dewiie they iaide to touch the honour of ther miftres» In the 
procefie of this yerball queftion, you fee not one wcMrde of Morton, or of 
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liiiB cufinge Mr Archebalde Douglas ; and yeet thej wet boith charged 
bj ttefe that wer tortured, the one, that he figned with his hand the 
conipiracie of this parricide, for the which after he iufilie was executed ; 
the other, that he was prefent at the cruell fa£te in perfon. But thefe 
wer not they which they fought after : they wold hawe none but th^ 
whom th^ named in ewerie interrogatorie in ui^nge the crime rpon 
the tormented pacientes. What hawe they in the end iaide to her pre- 
iudice, and in what hawe they charged her, lett us fee. I praie you 
confider and examine the articles of your yerball procefle, of the which 
you do make your fiandard and banner in all your calumnious libellis, 
and which you hawe allone for all your prowe inferted in the confe& 
fion of John Hepbron in thele woordes : — Let no man do euil at the 
perluafion of the greate, thinking that they will iaiwe them ; for I thought 
the lame nighte the murder was doone, it came to ewerie mannes 
knoweledge, yeet that none durft be fo bold as to f aie, it was euill doone, 
leinge the (ubfcription of the handes of fo manie perfons, knowinge it 
to be the intention of the Queene. 

See all that you can extorte from thefe poore miferable ibules, by 
your owen informatioun againft your foweraigne ladie and miftres. See 
all that which you can builde with fo manie cruell bio wes of your bittle 
and mallet, your felff beinge ther promoters, contentinge you in that 
one of them hath ipoken fomewhat to the difgrace of your Queene by 
your inftigatioun. But I praie you, let [us] come to the neare triall of the 
mater : Howe knewe he it to be the Queenes intention and minde ? 
hath he Q)oken with her ? or hath fhee ewer declared to him her in- 
tention ? Shee wold newer hawe beene fo foolifh, if Ihee had gone about 
anie fuch thinge, and you can not be bolde to afferme it for the open 
Ihame of the world : how did he knowe it then ? by the report of 
Boithwell his maifter ? That might weele be, that Boithwell gaiwe 
him to underftand, that the intention of her Maieftie was fuch, to the 
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end he might the better compaflTe the attempt he went about. But moft 
certane it i0» that Boithwell hath ewer difcharged her Maieftie of the 
crime, yea, in the werie point of death he did fweare and proteft her 
innocencie, that he newer hard her fpeake of the conijpiracie, but that 
the accufers ther prefent wer the authouris, principal! interpofers and 
n^otiatouris, that putt in his heade this vnhappie and abominable de- 
figne, and that hawe fubicribed and fealed with ther handes it, before 
that ewer he thought ypon anie fuch thing. 

I praie you let me vnderftand, whether they had anie care to ex- 
amine this John Hepbron anent the fubfcriptions mentioned in his 
confeifion, knowinge weele that it was them felwes and ther compa- 
nions of which he ipoke, as in the like Tala, Dagliihe and Paris, 
they did not care to make anie inquiiition concerninge the manuall fub- 
Icriptions all^^d ; all of them beinge in the executioners handes, and 
readie to fuffer, diicharged the Queene, reletting all the caufe of the 
crime, and the execution theroff ypon them which made Ihewe to re- 
wenge it, yea, fome of the French men that fuffered for the fa6i; wer lb 
plaine, that before ther death they openlie, ypon the fcaffolde, did 
namelie repete the names of all the nobilitie conlpiratouris, that had 
fubicribed vnto the murder and fiibfequent mariage, beginninge with 
Murraie and Morton, charginge them to be the firft authouris, and 
the principal! cauilers of boith. 

But this no newes nor ilrange thinge for them that hawe committed 
anie great treafon, to go about with tooth and naile to make the lame 
be punilhed in the perfons of innocentes^ as our accufers hawe done, 
findinge in ther confciences them felwes guiltie of the parricide, hawe 
made fixe or fe wen innocenter perfons then them felwes fuffer death, that 
they may faie they hawe done iuftice, and to be thought themielwes cleare 
of the fa^te. AUace, they might foone cauie theie poorie creatouris, with- 
out fupporte, without freindis, and without meanes, to laie what thd 
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wold hawe themi and than putt them to death for ther rewarde when 
they had doone, notwithftandinge thej promefed them fawour if th^ 
wold charge the Queene, and hence came that fuggefted depoiition 
of the laid Hepbron alledged. I praie you tell me, how hapned it 
that they did not atteach Sir James Balfoure^ whome thej did weele 
knowe to ftand charged bj the depofitions of thole damned perfons 
whom they made to be executed ? Becaufe he wold hawe diicowered 
the potte of rofes : He knewe all the mjfterie^ and had the handes of 
Murraie, Morton and th^r complices, as he had fince made it knowen 
fome fe we yeares after to the Kinge and to his councell, that wer at fome 
pddes and difiention with the laide Morton, What perfuite hawe they 
made againft Mr Archebalde Douglafle, that was the cheiflf man at the 
murder of this diftrefled Prince ? You fie then, my Lordes, the ap- 
parence that ther is in the preiumptiones Tpon which they fbunde ther 
acculatioun* But if you pleafe to confider the contrarie prefumptions 
that ferwe for the difcharge of her roiale Maieilie» you fhall fee the 
accufers fo compafled in ther afairs, that they fhall newer be able to 
finde an outgate for themfelwea. 

1. Touchinge the firfi, I wold willinglie alke you, whome will you ewer 
make to beliwe, that fhee wold hawe yeelded h^ felff fo frielie, and 
without conftrainte, into the handes of her ennemiea at Carbarrie hilli 
if her confcience had condemned her of this cruell murder ? 2. What 
profite could fhee hawe by fuch her crueltie ? As for her hufband, 
was he not younge» beautifully and more agreeable ewerie waie then 
Boithuel ? If fhee had beene fo light and giwen to her pleafureSi as 
her ennemies fide, the liffe of her hufband wold hawe ferwed her better 
for the eSe& of her defires then his death } for befides the enioyinge 
of his perfonne, fo hire as was poffible^ younge, luftie, nimUe, fhee might 
hawe had Bothuellis companie at her pleaiur, which for her had beene 
better as a freind thmi as a hufband^ and wold hawe thoi^ht him &]& 
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moft happie to hawe ferwed fucb a ladie ; and if fhee had beene will* 
inge, no man could hawe hindered it» ihee hawinge witt enough to hawe 
avoided liiQ>ition9 and to take her pleafure, and that without fcandall. 
Seeinge then, thej can alledge no other realbn then this, bj 
which they can argue and taxe her of £6 horrible a crime, they muft 
reft them lelwes content with reafbn more peremptorie» which ihee 
had to conierwe her &\S from it : 3. The mortall enimitie which 
Murraie and his adherentes did beare to this Prince ewer fince his 
manage, and the feare that the iaide Murraie had to be killed bj him 
before, for beinge mifcontont with him felff, that he was fo willanouflie 
abufed hj his councell, and induced to murder the poore Secretarie bj 
the accuiatiouns and ezquiiite lies, he was refolwed and purpoled to 
rewenge this death ypon Murraie, and vpon the reft of the a£touris 
and inftigatours of it. For the 4. the ambitious pride, iniatiable 
delire of Murraie, which manifeftlie appeareth bj the fubftitution to the 
croune which he required, and adiudginge it to the name onlie of the 
Steuarde, and naming him felff and his ilTue to hawe the firft place, and 
hy the hinderances he made dailie to ftoppe the mariages of her Maie- 
fiie, and bj the ambuihes he prepared for her Maiefties felff, and her 
hufband and his fiither to kill him, bj the caufles of difcorde and 
diworce fewed out bj him, brieflie by the ufurpation of the croune 
and the gowemement, which we fee this dale in his handes. 5. The 
departinge and abfentinge of Murraie, the dale before the murder was 
committed, from the courto, to exempt him felff from liiipition that he 
knewe anie thinge theroff, when, notwithftandinge, within a fewe d^ies 
after, the Lord Harrife^ heir prefent, fidde to your face openlie at your 
owen table, Murraie, amongeft vther table talke fiiide to him, this 
nighte before the mominge the Lord Demlie fhall loofe his liffe. 
And thus Iaide, he biddeth the Lord Harrife ijteake as he wold 
aunfwer to God in this pomte, and held his peace, till the faide 
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Lorde had ended his fpeeche, beginninge thus: I N. Lord Har- 
rife do charge you, N. Murraie, that within a few daies after the 
Lord Demlie was cruellie murdered, I plainlie and trulie burdened 
you with the foireknowledge of the fame murder, becaufe, that before 
your ridinge into Fiffe, with one of your moft truflie ferwantes the fame 
daie wherin you departed from Edinburgh, faide to me, amongft other 
table talke then. This night, before the morninge, the Lord Demelie 
fhall loofe his liffe. Denie this if you darre or can« Heir vpon my 
honour, I am redie to defend with my bodie, liffe, lands and goods, 
fo longe as I hawe breth, againft the falfe difTembling traitours, and all 
others of your faction wbatfoewer. And thus faide the Lord held, 
and the fpeaker beganne againe, proceedinge thus : Nowe, my Lordes, 
judge you indifferentlie, and to verifie my lordes fpeaches againft 
Murraie, it is alledged, he reiterated the fame woordes to a freinde of 
his the fame werie daie, when as they wer in the boate paflinge the 
ferrie touardes Fiffe. 6. The contract of mariage with Boithwell was 
figned by thefe accufars. And 7- The infirument of confpiracie by 
them fubfcribed and fealed with ther armes, containinge the promefe 
made to him that fhoulde kill the Kinge, to defend and mantaine him 
againft all that fhould perfue. To which accorde the depofitiouns of 
John Hepborn, Daglifh, Paris and others, made at the werie pointe of 
ther deathes in a moft frequent and affluence, when they rekned on 
the names of the Lordes of the nobilitie who wer guiltie of the faide 
murder; as alfo did the ftrangers which wer executed; whom the 
people hearinge, alked what the man faide of the nobilitie, Murraies 
faworites, hearinge all his faction named afweele as others, thurfle the 
people abake from the fcaffold that they Ihould heare no more, and, to 
fatifHe the people, tolde them, that they alked my Lord Regentes grace 
(which is Murraie) forgiwenes, for that they had refifted his authoritie, 
and craiwed him pardon in the younge Kinges behalfe for the cruell 
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murder. Marke, marke weele, my LfOrdes, ponder, weie and confider. 
On the contraries tker was newer founde anie one witnes that could 
charge her Maieftie with anie fitulte, nor yeet did anie of thefe who 
fuffered, burden her in ther depofitiouns, thej beinge fcanned and 
pondered confcionablie accordinge to the courfe of lawe, with the 
knoweledge of the murder. 

Thefe preiumptions, which be much more forcible then thefe of the 
contrarie partie, weie them weele, adwife vpon them ; and to them 
will adioine the abfolution of Boithwel, graunted bj them, ther greate 
malice, who, in lleade of aduertifing her Maieftie that the laide Boithwell 
was the murderar of her hufband, praifed him ewerie daie, bj meanes 
of which ther praifes, and incace her Maieftie did make anie leaft figne 
of miflike of anie ther (peeches, they threatned and affrighted her fo, 
that; they conflrained her to marie him, which was the butte they ihotte 
at^ that they might hawe fome apparent reafon to inwade the eftate, and 
4tlpofefle her of the croune. And albeit all other preiumptions and 
tonieftours ihould ceafe, the inftant procefle they make againft her 
iheweth the greate intereft which they hawe, what ther intention is, 
and that it was not anie zeale of iuftice which leadeth them. 

When I confider the raaner of ther proceedinge, methinkes I fee 
the maifter of the Kinges palace, to profecute the murderars 
of the Kinge his maifter, which murder him felff at the 

perfuafion of Your Engliih hiftiories make the like report 

of Vortiger, which I omit for brevitie, leavinge it to your readinge : you 
underfland the mater and purpofe our accufers hawe done the like, for 
they newer had anie token of lowe to ther maifler while he liwed, but 
ihen when they ufed his youth for to griewe, wex and torment his 

wiffe i and when he did repent him felff of folic, and tolde her that 

« 

they had councelled him to committ all thefe griewances againft her, 
they profecuted him with malice and hatred to his laft breth, and 

N 
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mailaored him» and beinge deade, they plaie tbe goode willam^ they 
runne after the theiwes^ beinge the moft theiwes them ielwe* f ' tbejr 
purfue them that be leall in faulte, not touchinge the cheiffe authouri^ 
eondu&ouris and executers of the cruell £b£t, for feare ihey fhonld be 
forced^ if the lawe had the due execution, to accompanie tiiiem to the 
gallowes, whom they hawe fend thither. Murraie hath ieaaed him 
ielff of the eftate, as did the difloiale traitoure Vortiger: he hath made 
him fekff Kinge^ and Morton, his U\iretennant» and boith be the iWcMme 
mortalL ennemies of ther miftres, and of her late hufband ; and yeet ar 
they £> fooliihe as to thinke to make them lelwes to appeareto be in« 
nocent, puttinge her in the ranke of them that ihey hawe made to di^ 
for executinge the ireafons and wilianies by them conmianded' and done. 
They hawe weele learned the deceate of Done walde^ fometime oapitan 
of the cafUe of Forres in Scotland, . in the province of Murraie^ who 
murdered his liege lord Duffiis, and puniQied cruelliemanie innocentesy 
cruellie murderinge them for the foule fo£te which he him felff had 
done. But the Lord God in his mercie, who newer leaweth fiich cntell 
fa£tes ynpuniihed, and the bloodeiof pooreinnocentes onrewenged^ by 
a notable miracle made the authouris of the cruell murder manifefi, an4 
ufe being maide of extraordinarie woonder, cauiTed ewerie man be 
werie carfoU to feeke out the authcmris of the cruell murder. The 
lunne did not fliewe his ligbte after thi» murder the fpace of fixe monethes 
ower . Scotland, which made all the people Xo looke more ftri6fclie in 
the mater, and ^eciallie the Liordes of the courte^ who perceiw* 
inge Godsangrie countenance towardes tbe whole land, 'by bll' meanes 
poflible lauboured to bringe the crueltie* to light, and confoltinge 
amongell them lelwes deliberatliey beganne to fuQ)e£t the too too* bufie* 
heade aad the crueltie of this capitan, in puniihinge manie fimple people 
as thottghte they had beene the dears of the cruelties and by diligent 
enquirie in the ende founde the iaide Doaewaldand his wiffe and 
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fiEtfzuliar freiades and ferwands, to be the onliecommitteBBof the cruelties 
wlKom all tbey puniflied accordinglie. 

Of later time, Robert 3 df diat name, Kinge of Scotlaoid, putt his 
eldeft fonne in the handes of the Duke of Albaaiehis vncle^ to be 
brought yp and* trained % him in all honourable rertue beloaginge 
to 6iA a Prince ; but in iteade theroff, this wiked man, makinge haifte 
and afpiringe to tiie croune after the deathe of his decripke ficklie 
brother, keepto this jounge gentle man, then Duke of Roliiefiie, in 
fironge captimtie at Falkland in prelbn, where he £> pined him with 
fiunine, that after he had eaten whatfoewer came to his hand, at laft he did 
eate alfo his owen fingers, and in tibe end died. The authdur of this 
cruell parricide puiged him ielff to the Kinge of the cru^l faSie, and 
faaribarouflie in Us furie pntt them to death for it that could do no 
thinge in it, andihat had newer feene nor knowen>this younge Prince. 

Beholde the men of whom our Machiayilliane hawe learned tapraS^ife 
Inch treacheriet Beholde the men of wfaome liief hawe learned to 
vnllour ther crimes, and to cloake them with the cullonris of eq[uitie, 
tufiioe and conicience, and to impoie vpon this innocent Princes; the 
crime wheroff they ooulde not cl€»re nor excufe them ielwes before 
anie . competent indifferent iudge, to whom of right the knoweledge 
theroff ihould appertaine. And I afliire mj Ielff, my Lordesy :albeit 
you be fiich as can not pretend anie iuri£9i6fcion m this caufe, thst thej 
durft not jeet appeare before you, wer it not for the hmaun and 
backinge of feme of the greateft men of the: courte and counaeli of 
tEttgland t and: mov eower we wold hawe you. to knowe, we . be not 
come hdre 'tot craiwe iuftioe at your handes by realbn of the iniuries 
and wronges doone to the Queene our miftres by her ynnaturall fubiedtes, 
God^ who hath anointed her, hawinge giwen her the fworde of iuftice in 
her owen handes, to cJiaftife t^em accordange to ther demerites, but to 
rooto out of your heartes the finifler opinions which her omemies 
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might imprefle in your heartes and mindes, bj falfe reportes and lie& 
That which fhee at tibiis prefent demaundeth of the Queene of England^ 
her goode filler, is, that fhee will aifift her for the full reftoringe of her 
to her eflate accordinge to her former promeles and fince her affliSion : 
▼pon the which fhee held her felff afliired, albeit Ihee might hawe werie 
readie help ellewhere. Shee relieth her iel£f cheiflie vpon her, and 
more then anie other her allies for the defire fhee hath nowe to be 
obliged to her, giwinge this honour for her that ihee is neare of bloode 
vnto her, that accordinge to the comoune order and courie of nature, 
fhee is to fiicceede to her, to her croune and roiale dignitie, if it ihall 
pleafe God to call her before her deceafe. 

When thefe fpeeches wer ended, the accuiars brought for replie, the 
ordinances of the eftates helde bj them in Scotland, layinge, ther was 
no neede of anie other prooffe to proceede in iudgment of condemnation 
againft ther mifires, prajinge the Commiffioners to pafle yeet forder and 
giwe iudgment : To which they aunlwered, that it exceeded ther power, 
it beinge otherwife apointed by the Queene ther miftres ; they laide they 
wer onlie appointed to heare the mutuall complaintes and the reafons 
of the two pairties, and to relate to her Maiefties councell which they 
had promefed to do : giwinge in the meantime certane aflignatioun to 
the one and the other, to appeare before ther miftres and her coimcell 
at London ; whither they returned, reportinge faithfuUie all the de- 
ductions and the allegatiouns before them : They forder declared, what 
they coulde perceiwe the Queene of Scottes was innocent of all the 
crimes faflie on her, impofed by the accuiars, her lubie6les and difloiale 
tridtouris, and that they them lelwes wer the authoures of all the 
horrible fa£tes they accuied her off, and that the perfiiite they made 
was to exempt them felwes from the crime by them committed, think- 
inge by this meanes to purge them lelwes, and to cower ther violent 
tyrannie and damnable ufurped authoritie in Scotland, which they had 



MARr QUEEN OF SCOTS. 101 

ioiwaded, ynto the which the Queene ihould and ought id be restored: 
thej exhorted and councelled Queene Elizabeth to ioine hand with her, 
for manie iufte and goode confideratiouns. According to this adwile, 
the greateft of her councell, and namelie the auncient nobilitie of 
England, propofed thrie meanes to. dire£t and order all that which was 
paft, and to fett this ladie in her throne, makinge in the meane time 
Elizabeth fure of hers. 1« The firft was that iheefhould giwe alTurance 
to Queene Elizabeth not to molefi, or truble, or dilquiet her in the iuc- 
ceffion fallen to her perfbn by the title of the croune of England. 2« The 
(econde, that ihee ihould agrie with her rebellis and difobedientfubieftes^ 
and extend her clemencie towardes them, giwinge them pardon and 
remiflion of all ther offences, in publifhinge them frie and quite of them^ 
accordinge as her goode filler the Queene of England, and her nobilitie 
and councell founde it meete ihee ihould do. 3* The thirde, that ihee 
ihould conient to be mareed to fome noble perfon of England, that 
might binde him felff for her to keepe all thefe promefes that ihee made 
to the iaide Queene and her iubie6les, which might be the true meanes 
to keepe thefe two realmes in perpetuall amitie and freindihipe in all 
times heirafter to come. 

. Thej forder added^ that hj ther adwife, that the Queene of Scottes, 
hawinge gott fo goode reputatioun and name, by her generous and noble 
nStes and greate wertue, that it wold not nor ihould not be taken from 
her darkned, depriwed or oblcured, no not bj her ennemies, and haw* 
inge fo wifelie gowemed her felff befor, and fo confiantlie and patientlie 
iiiffered adueriities, ihee feemed to them woorthie to be aknowledged 
and receiwed into her right of laufull heire apparent and fecond peribn 
to iuccede the Queene of England^ and to raigne ower them as ther 
foweraigne when the time ihould come, beinge nearer by bloode and 
fuccefiion then anie other that could be preiented. 
. Thefe Q)eeches no thinge pleafed Queene Elizabeth, nor her greateft 
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£Giworit69» which had an dth^r hammer batinge m her heade, then the 
adwaacement^ profite and quiet of the Queene of Scottes^ whom thej de« 
fired to hawe had a hundreth foote vnder the gronnd^ and alio her fonne 
for the greate hinderance he was to ther defignes^ which was not Bt that 
time knowen^as lince it hath beene, to continowe the fiiccefiion of the 
croune.of England from baftarde to baflarde,, whidi was the caufe that 
not onlie the Lords» which put this opinion oa foote, hawe beene after 
greatlie afflicted in ther perlbns and goodes by jEalfe crimes urged i^gainft 
them, of thofe of the fa6tion of the dewiliih Machiarillian traitour 
Leiceller ; but alio, that the Queene of Scottes halih beene rigorouflie 
handled and committed to more clofle warde^ beinge putt in the handes 
of the Earle of Huntington, Leiceflers brother in lawe, who alio was in 
confederatioun with Murraie, as for the right which fliee pretended to 
the croune of England, and the feare that they had the fidd ladie fiiould 
be declared feconde perfbn of the realme to fixoceede vnto Elisabeth* 
Huntington, as he was commanded of Leicefler, who then bare him 
lelff as kinge, in regarde of the greate fawour he was in with Elizabeth, 
boith openlie and fecretlie, o£Fered this ladie his prefoner, manie willanies 
onworthie to be endured of the bafeft woman in England, which, for 
fliame of him felff, andfUininge of his honour, he Ihould hawe not doone. 
Nowe to returne to the Queenes rebelles, Murraie and his complices* 
The daie nowe come of the appointed aflignatioun to the parties by Eli* 
zabetbes CommiiEoneris to appeare before her } they came acoordinglie, 
and ihee peroeiwinge the aceu&rs troden vnder foote through ififfidence 
of ther caufet makinge the, other go afide, ihee ihowe them howe little 
diligence they had ufed at Yorke^ to make ther mater goode> and if they 
did not better, j(hee jQiould be conftrained to lend backe ther miftres into 
her kingdome, and that j(hee could not of her honour refufe ner denie 
her the luccour and liipport Ihee demaunded her« But if: on the con- 
traries they wold take enrage to ^profecut her diredie before the conn- 
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cell of England, touchinge' the murder of lier hnfband, ihee wold aflure 
ihem of her aide and affiflance, and of the iffine of the |>roceire accord* 
inge to ther defire. The acculars, being animated by thefe promeieft^ 
fiude tJiej TTold deliwer ther plea in wrete ; which libell at ther defire 
Buchanan compoCedin Latine, and impudentlie, (without regard of God, 
honour of hie prince and natiue cuntrie,)he declamed it at London in'pre- HUtor. Scot. 

¥ lift 

fence of Elizabeth and heroouncell, where he hadmanie afloote and moke 
of them for Us paines,^ akhought other wife thej did approwe his purpofe, 
andthemarke that he fhotte atweele, which was the di%race of his miiires^ 
of whome fae^ held his Uffe, and all the meanes he had in the world. 

The occafion that made him fo IjpitefuU againft her was, becaufe her 
renouned fiather had baniihed him for certane pointes of Lutheranifmei 
wheroff fince he had recanted, and it is weele knowen that this baudie 
fellowe, the fihhieft of men, and dungehill, finke and pudle of filthe, 
diaunged his religion and feith as he did places where he travelled: 
England, Scotland, Fraunce and Portugall, can weele witoes this to be 
true. The perfons, witb whome he was converfioit in thefe places, and 
his liflfe, hawe lefte ample teflimonies theroff to the wiewe of the world. 
When* be could reft no where, this mercifuU ladie, at the*entreatie of 
traitour Murraie, called him from banifinent, gaiwe him meanes to liwe 
honefilie about the courte, ihee gaiwe him befides the keepinge of the 
priwie ieale to make his benefite hf the fees theroff. Yeet all this not- 
withfbmdinge, this ynthankfuU ^ruell willaine, for the olde hatred which 
he caried againft her Maieftiea deceafed father, was ewer oppofite ynto 
her, and to all theie that touched her in bloode of lauiull parentage, 
hateinge them (pitefuUie, tuminge him iel£^ and whatfoewer he could do 
bjr wreto,^ to her mortall eittiemies, who abroade without, and at home 
within the realme, enterpriied agamft the Hff and honour of ther miftres, 
and iniall had he his parte in time of peacte andwarre^ foUowin^e Mur- 
raie and-^ complices dje%era<&w 
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In the end, perceiwinge him feUf to be afflicted with the goute, and 
his curage to be fo much abated by the faultes of his youth, which wer 
theifrie and robberie, and whoredome of all fortes, befides gnathonicall 
flatterie, diffimulatioun and cufenage, he betaketh him feUf to his penn^ 
and wreteth infamous libell, defacinge the noble a£tes of all her Maieilies 
roiale aunceftouris, and the nobilitie of the realme, takinge all regall 
power, authoritie and foweraignitie from them, and puttinge the lame 
in the handes of ther fubiefles, who holde all that they hawe notwith* 
itandinge of them : and this did to this onlie purpofe to take all fowe- 
raignitie from his miftres and her fonne, to in weft his maifter Murraie 
Mrith the roiale dignitie, wherof the ftates of the kingdome weele 
aduifed and mowed with realbn moft iufte and apparent, they hawe, in 
open parliament, condemned his two libelles defamatorie bitekinges to 
yit, his hiftorie of Scotland,* and DeJure regni apud Scotos, prohibitinge 
all perfons vpon the paine of greate punifhmentes, and forfeites of ther 
goodes, to reade them or hawe them in ther poflefiion. 

This monfter of men, and difloiale traitour, abuling^ the knoweledge 
that God gaiwe him, came with the rebelles to helpe forewarde ther 
caufe before Queene Elizabeth, and in her prefence declamed his de- 
famatorie libell, defaming his miftres with manie abominable lies, partlie 
invented by him felff and partlie fuggefted him by his maifter Murraie 
and his complices, Which maie weele be reduced to the fixe heades 
which we hawe before fjpoken of, all the while the impudent rafcallie 
willane did declame ; in her hearte Elizabeth did laugh and reioice to 
heare fuch ftuffe publiflied in fuch an aflemblie, in regarde of the hatred 
ihee ewer bare her, becaufe ihee wold newer refigne the right of fuccet 
fion in her handes. He after adioined to this libell another as full of 
lies, of the pretended manage of his miftres with the duke of NorSblke, 
with the maner of his procefle which he fent to the Rochell, where it 
was tranflated in French by one who fometime an attumeie at Poi^iou, 
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and nowe a fvorde bearar, (as fometime was Buchannaii) while his 
limmes ierwed him), playinge the gentleman, a thinge too comone, 
and too much liiffered in Fraunce, againft the lawes, edifites and the or- 
dinances. 

This de£Bmatorie libell dedamed conteined the Queene his'imiftres ac- 
cuiatioun, with all the circumfianoes they conld invent, to make the for- 
ged crime probable. Her Maiefties agentes wer certifeed byther freindes 
of Elizabethes councell, of all her proceedinges with ther miflres re- 
belles in lecrete, and that ihey Ihould take heade to enter into conteC- 
tatioun, in £b much that the r^lution of Elizabeth was certan, and 
without doubt, to declare ther miftres attainted and con winced of the 
murder of her huiband, notwithflandinge anie thinge Ihee conld alledge 
to the contrarie of ther allegations for her owen iuftification, and to 
lend this iudgement to all Chrifiian princes, to make her odious, and to 
hinder not onlie to giwe her anie fuccour, but alfo they Ihould not 
care for her diftres or forrowes, and her death, which was the caufe that 
her agent Commiflioners, in fleade of conteflatioun, denied the fii£l ac- 
cording to the power and commandement which they had, and wold 
newer paile forder, fithence the &£t depended vpon the conicience of 
the accuied. Yet accordinge to the ordinarie cufiome of iuftice, and 
ttfiiall forme in mater of crime, ihee requefted it might be permitted her 
to appeare in perlbn in Elizabethes prefence, by her mouth to defend 
her felff ; fithen her acculars wer alfo ther recei wed in perfbn, and fhee 
afiured her felff ihee Ihould make them finde they them felwes wer the 
authours of that cruell deed, which fidHie and maliciouilie they imputed 
to her. 

But this was cruellie denied boith to the Queene and her agentes, 
againft all right and reafbn, and therfore boith loomed to make anie 
greater inftance, thinkinge they Ihould gaine no thinge therby, feeinge 
the countenance Elizabeth and her minions to cherile ther miftres accu- 

o 
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iars. So her MaieftiesCommiffioners tolde Elizabeth plainlie, fliee offered 
greate wronge not onlie to her felff, but to the name and honorable 
maieftte of all kinges, but in ipeciall to ther miftres being a foweraigne 
prince of her owen bloode and nearefl; kinnifwoman, to be the authour, 
as it wer, and manteiner of a ftigmaticall ilaiwe and willaine, to utter fiich 
willanies againft his owen miftres in her prefence in open aflemblie; 
Thej tolde her alio, that ther miftres wold not refufe to offer her felff 
to the triale of fuch a companie of foweraigne kinges and queene^ as the 
lawes did approwe, and abide at ther fentence, whatfoewer they fhould 
adiudge her to mdergo ; and Ihee, reiufing this her lawfuU offer, did 
offer wiolence to all the kinges and queenes of the earth, and did much 
prejudice her felff. They Ihowe her alfo, that ther miftres could not, 
nor wold not, aknowledge her for fiiperiour or iudge, nor themfelwes 
anie waies obliged to her as waflalles ; prayinge her to performe and 
acquit her promefe for fiiccouringe of her made and fwome fo often 
TbrogmortoD, to her by letters and ambafladouris, which onlie thinge was the meanes 
iUndoiph. to allure and drawe her into her realme, ind without the which fhee 
had beene longe ago redelie and weele fiiccoured by others, and with- 
out tyinge or bindinge her (elff to giwe them the hearinge her caufe, in 
expofinge her lelff to the laughinge or moking of anie. Yet notwith- 
ftandinge all this, nothinge was concluded. Elizabeth weele ihewinge 
that [fhe} was not fbrie,but tooke great pleafour in thele &lfe accufations, 
and defired no better paftime then to heare her cofinge reproched, 
which was a iufte caufe and reafon, that Ihee her felff after, in the 
courtes of all Chriftian princes, was the liibiedt of ther talke for her 
crueltie and wicked filthie whorife liffe. 

But to the contrarie, the ipeech of the Queenes agentes lb mowed all 
goode men of the councell which ftoode by, which wer of the auncient 
nobilitie of England, that they could hardlie conteine themfelwes and 
endure fuch indignities done vnto her, that was of the aundenteft bloode 
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of ther kinges, yea, more auncient then that of which Elizabeth came, 
iemge fhee, in the right of her fttther, did lineallie difcend of the Engliihe 
kii^es bloode, that wer before the conqueft, as alfo thej knewe her to 
be heire apparent of the croune, in inch Ibirte as they beganne to mur* 
mour, fayinge, that it wer goode the traitours wer cutte of at ther r^ 
tome in Scotland, and that ther miftres wer iett home frie in her owen 
kingdome, and fo doinge Elisabeth Ihould purchefle her felff honour and 
a goode name, and acquite her feith and promefe, fo often made and 
fwome, wheroff none amongeft them was ignorant, 

Murraie aduertefed of thefe mplealant newes, feeinge that he had t« 

do with the greateft eftates of England, that could hawe doone all if 

thejr wold, retumeth againe to his treafons and his accuftomed pra^tifesi 

not without the adwiie and councell of Elizabeth, as Ihee was directed 

by her kinde freinde Leicefter, who for her pleaibur had murdered his 

owen wiffe, Cecile, the rebelles agent and promoter Walfinghame, who 

aU with her felff wer this diftrefled kdies mortall ennemies ; he, I iaie, 

by ther ad wife offereth his fifter, as who ihould Iaie by her conlent, which 

was not required, nor fliee made priwie therto, in mariage to the duke 

of Norffolke, and promefed that if he wer that waie bente, he Ihould 

not onlie hawe his confent, and the goode will of the nobilitie of Scot* 

land, but he wold make the Queene his miftres to yeelde her goode lik* 

inge and confent therto, and bringe all the cuntrie to ther due and na- 

turall obedience. The Duke, thinkinge he did meane trulie as he fyokBf 

and that he Ipoke the truth from his hearte, was werie glade, and did 

accept and like weele of the owerture, beliwinge he ipoke in good ear- 

neft without fraude or deceate, and that he was by this meanee delirous 

to reconcile him ielff to his miftres, he gaiwe him a good fumme of 

money, which he was defirous to hawe to helpe fordwarde with his 

caole, and to beare the charges of the enterprife. 

' By this meanes the fidfe trattour did much adwance him felff, haw. 
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inge readie monie to do it, fo that onlie he obtained libertie and a free 
paflage to retume into Scotland, but extorte letters from the Queene, 
directed to her liwetennante, who leawied a great number of men to 
range and order her ennemies, that they Ihould difmifle ther troupes, 
giwinge them to underfiand, that ther was in hand a meanes for her 
deliwerie wherwith they wold be weele contented. When . he tooke 
his leawe of Elizabeth he ihewe her all this negotiation, and the con- 
tract of this mariage, declaringe further vnto her, that if Ihee fiiffered 
fiich a thinge to take place, it ihould be the readie meanes to take the 
croune of her heade and put it vpon her cufinges. The Duke of 
Norffoike beinge ftronge and puiilant, and weelbelowed and refpe£fced 
of the nobilitie, that wold not faile to aififi him for the defence of the 
title of England, which fhee had ewer challenged, not aknowledginge 
Elizabeth a laufuU Queene, praied her ftill to continowe her goode will 
towardes him : as alfo Murraie did entreate Elizabeth to the fiune effeCt, 
and that Ihee wold afiift him againfl the commone ennemies, knowinge 
alwaies that his fortune was ioind with hers, and that he wold not 
faile in anie pairte of duetie towardes her Maieflie, and that he wold be 
ewer faithfuU and obedient to her, to honour, relpeA and lerwe her 
with all thofe of his intelligence : he promefed alfo, that of this pointe he 
wold giwe her fuch affiirance, as it Ihould pleafe her Maieflie to com- 
mande, if Ihee made anie doubte that his woorde wer not fufficient. To 
whom ihee aunfwered, that ihee was not ignorant of the trafique be- 
tuine her cufinge the Queene of Scottes and the Duke of Norffoike, 
wiihinge him to continowe that which he had begunne, and ihowe a 
good countenance, for it might be the meanes to diipatch her honeftlie 
of them boith ; for touchinge the Duke, he beinge her wailall, ihee could 
diijpofe of him at her pleafure, but as for her cuiinge, ihee iaide ihee 
feared the Kinge of Fraunce, and her parentes, that might be offended 
therwith, if ihee did outrage her fo manifeftlie and apparentlie, and 
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Ibught no better occaiion : yeet, if he would giwe her goode aflurance 
and pledge, that ihee Ihould be ewer affifled hj thofe of his partie in 
Scotland, and redie fuccoured if anie aflaulte wer giwen her of the 
French, ihee wold fend him her cufinge home into her kingdbme, and 
deliwer her into his handes to ufe her or abufe her at his pleafour, and 
that fhee might fee the meanes thus ihee wilhed, that ihee might waihe 
her handes honeillie of her, fo that he might compafTe the end of his 
deGgnes ; which ihee promefed to further and help fordwarde with all 
her power, and conftraine her to do fo, albeit Ihee had no defire Vnto ity 
her fortune beinge fo ftri£Uie tried and ioined with hers, that it could 
not be diftra£ted and feparated without evident mine and lofle of boith 
the one and the other. 

To conclude, after manie Ipeeches betuiz them, it was agreed that 
the Prince of Scotland ihould be deliwered into England for a pledge, 
and fome of the ftrongefl; fortreiTes of that kingdome deliwered to the 
Engliihe, vpon that coniideration, that the prefoner ihould be fent backe 
into her owen cuntrie, and deliwered into the handes of Murraie : Wher- 
bye you maie moft clearlie fee the ambitious minde of the wicked woman» 
and her intention to appropriat to her felff a realme wherunto ihee had 
no iufte title, and feafe her felfif boith vpon the mother and the fonne* 

After Murraies departure, aHiiringe her felff of his promeies, ihee 
b^;anne to make knowen the Ipeech and conference that was betuine 
her and him, and ihewe fome litle tokens of feinyeed lowe and 
affedtion ihee bare the Queene her cuiinge j for ihee commaunded to 
warde her more ibi£tlie then from the b^^inninge ihee had, and de« 
priwed her faithfuU ierwantes of the libertie they had before, to go in 
Scotland and retume as they beft pleafed : ihee caufed them to be 
ilaied by her guardes and the capitanes of her fortreife^^ and the letters 
they brought thence to her Maieftie to be taken from them and opened ; 
holdinge, in the mean tirne^ her heade in the water, vnthout anie refolu- 
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tion of grace or difgrace^ goode will or euil wUl, fuccour or refiiire ; all 
to hinder or giwe order to her afaires hj other meanes, or to feeke aide 
and help of other her ireele willars. Shee alfo expreilie difcharged and 
forbidde her to feeke for anie fuch meanes, threatninge her in cace 
that anie fuccour or lupport ihould come to her from Fraunce or 
Spaine for her reftitution, that Ihee wold fend tuife fo manie Engliihe 
againil them for the defence of the Scottiihe vnnaturall rebellis, her 
mortall ennemies, fo that ihee ihould gaine nothinge hj takinge anie 
oourfe beiides her knoweledge and good likinge, and aSuringe her that 
her liffe ihould aunfwere for it : Wheroff you maie better iudge what 
goode will and affe£tion Elizabeth did beare this ladie in her trubles, 
bjr thrie or foure of her letters ihee wrete vnto her, complaininge of 
Tnkindnes and vnnaturall crueltie againft her pra£tiled fiatlie contrarie 
to her promeie and othes oiten reiterated by her owen letters vnder 
her hand, and her ambailadouris in her name. 

The copies of Queene Marie her letters to Q. Elizabeth : 
Queene Marie her let- Madame, mv goodo iiiler, fo foouo as I had roceiwed vour letters 

ter to Q. EUnbeth. ' ^ o ^ r / 

of my ferwant Borthuike, I diipatehed my ierwant Alex' Boge into 
Scotlande, whofe retome I hawe nowe expected tuintie dates ago, and 
heare no newes of him ; but hawe harde that my Lord of Hunifdon 
.doeth aifiil and fortifie my rebelles in perfon, accompanied with the 
garifon of Berwicke, to putt in execution the ufurped gowemement of 
Murraie and his complices ; and that a ferwante of the Duke of 
Chattelaroeh, which had alredie had his paiporte, was fent backe and 
ilaied vpon Murraie his aduertifement, and his letters taken, which I 
do thinke wer for me; which maketh me fuppoie it to be greate 
hazarde for me to heare anie newes out of Scotlande, if you do not take 
better ordour, ^and therfore I thought it not meete anie longer to 
deferre the diipatchinge of my councellour the Biihope of Rofle, the 
bearar of theie preientes, to praie you, that without regarde either of 
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attendtnge the goode or bade deaiinge of my fiibieftes, you will giwe 
me a refblute aunfwere, and accordinge to my longe and earneft fiite to 
fetle me in my eftate, or that you fuffer me to feeke fuccoure of other 
Princes, my freindes and allies, for it is a whole yeare almofl; fithenee 
I hawe attended your full refolution ; duringe which time my rebelles 
ar fortifeed, wherthrowe I can not by my goode delaie time longer 
onreiblwed, as the Biihope of Rofle will giwe you more largelie to 
ynderftand on my pairte. To whome defiringe you, as to my felff, to 
giwe credite, I will prefent my affe£tionat commendations to you : in the 
meane time I praie God, (goode madame) my goode filler, to keepe you 
longe in health and felidtie. From Wingefeilde, 25 Aprile 1569* 

Your moft affeStionat fifter, &c. 

Madame, Notwithftandinge you hawe commaunded by my L. of Q- ^•^^ ^^ ^^ 

to Q* Klitihcth* 

Shreuiiburie, and by my ierwant, that my ferwantes fhould hawe the 
lame libertie to go and come that they had at Boulton ; but £> it is, 
that my Lord of Hunifdon wold not fiiffer my ferwant Ales' Boge, 
hawinge the letteris of the faide Earle, accordinge to your commande* 
ment, for his tranlporte, but deteined him foure daies till he receiwed 
letters from Murraie, that had ewer foughte my utter oyerthrowe, 
I befeech you, goode madame, that your officers maie not be permitted 
to debarre me of the libertie you aforde me, for I had rather it wer 
not giwen me at all, then ib to be giwen me, and not to enioye it. And 
as touchinge the newes of Scotlande, Ales' Boge is intercepted with his 
letters, which the L. Hunifdon hath fent you them by an other after 
he had graunted him and an other of my ferwantes palporte, wherc^ 
you maie be better aduertifed not of that which the Duke and his 
brother, the biihope, and the Lord Harries hawe written mto me, of all 
which I will not feill to certifieyou, (accordii^e to my promefe,) by the 
Biihope of Rofle, and make you ynderftand the truth of what I knowe in 
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that buiines ; defiringe you to confider the complaintes which, in my be- 
halfe, the faide Biihope fliall ihewe you, and to giwe me a breiffe refo- 
lution therin, to the end longe delaies make me not fall againe into 
the lame inconveniences thro we greiffe and forrowe, to be fwallowed vp 
therin. And fo committinge my minde in all thinges vnto my laide coun- 
cellour, I take my leiwe, prefentinge my heartieft commendatiounes vnto 
you, goode madame my Mer, and praie your God and mine to giwe W8 
boith a longe and happie liffe. From Wingefeilde, 26 Aprile 1569* 

Your moft affe£tionat lifter, &c. 

M. R. 

Q. Marie to Q. Madame, underftaudinge that the Biihope of Rofle, my councellour 

Elinbeth. 

that I fent vnto you, had the lame delaies and obie6tiouns made, (to 
hinder the readie Ihowe of your goode will towardes me,) alledgingpe 
that I had made fome contradte with my Lorde of Anjowe, brother to 
the Kinge my brother in lawe, which might prejudice you, I hawe 
forced my felff, beinge euil at eafe in health by theie bade wretin 
letters, to aflTure you ypon my confcience, honoiur and credite, (if you 
will beliwe me,) that I hawe newer made contra£te with him, nor anie 
other, touchinge anie thinge might prejudice you, nor yeet had ewer 
anie fuch mater in my heade fo hazardfuU and difadvantagious to the 
realme and my felff, as to make anie iuch contract and tranfmuflion ; 
of which I will make you fuch prooffe and aifurance, as you Ihall ad- 
wiie me, as the Biihope of Rofle will ihowe you more at large, prayinge 
you to beliwe him and excufe me, for I am not in health to wrete as 
the fubje6i and will I hawe to latilBe your minde in the foirfaides doeth 
require ; onlie I hawe Drained my felff to giwe you this teftimonie 
ynder my hand, vnto which I call God to witnes, and praie vnto him to 
hawe you in his protection. This Sundaie morninge, the II Maii 1569. 

Your moft affe6tionat, &c. 

M. R. 
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There be manie mo copies of letters of like difcourle written by her 
Maieftie, feme in Engliflie, fome in French, afweele to Q. Elizabeth, 
and to the Earle of Leicefter, by which one maie fee manie confolatiounes 
which they gawe this Ladie, which fhee charged them with to hawe 
keepte her in fulpence, fortefeinge in the meane while her owen difloiale 
fiibieS^es, and difiurninge her goode and iaithfiill ones. Yee maie 
perceiwe howe Q. Elizabeth and her conncell caufe her letters be 
intercepted, to diicower all the afaires and intelligences which fliee 
might hawe from Scotland of her faithfiiU (ubieStes jeet remaininge 
loiale, althought before thejr had giwen her libertie to do, that they 
might communicate all to traitoure Murraie, ther owen darlinge. You 
maie fee howe they gaiwe frie paiporte and leawe to ther faithfuU loiale 
fubie3:e8, to go and come frielie without difturbance ; and yeet, when 
they vnderftoode of ther iomeie, they made them be ftaied vpon the 
frontiers and bordouris, and giwe they caried anie letteris they wer 
taken from them ; but findinge they caried none, then they were 
ftri£Uie examined and charged with ftich thinges, as neither this ladie 
thought or dreamed of, nor anie Ihee fent from her : fo honourablie 
was ther graunted afliirance of a frie paftport, that it became a ihare 
to this goode ladie. They will afforde her no conforte, but lende ther 
helpinge hand and affiilance to her ennemies, openlie fendinge garrifbns to 
the frontiers to ioine with Murraie, when he wold emploie ther ferwice 
to the greate difhonour of his miflres and the hurte of his natiwe cuntrie. 
Who is fo blinde that he maie not weele enough feb and perceiwe 
the cunninge and the iuglinge craftes which wer, from time to time, 
inyented to amale and truble this ladie, to keep her from all refolution ? 
Whilles her r^belles go for warde to her preiudice and her yonge fonnes, 
the whole rewenneus of the croune beinge Q)ent to further them in all 
ther traiterous attemptes, ihee is moleft^d with moft iniuft emprefon- 
ment, her loiale lubie£tes by force of fire and fwoorde, by Elizabeth 
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and her councell, driiren in ttile» ther rewenneus tetSed irpon by the 
rebelliB. Shee is made by them to be the onlie caufe of her owen 
ini{lfortune> by impofinge rpon her that which Ihee newer lb much as 
thought ypon« They fiBdflie laie to her charge^ that ihee made ower to 
the Duke of Anjowe» her Maiefties brother in lawe, to giwe vp and 
liirrender the title which fliee might hawe^ or then had, to the croune 
of Englande» and that [to] truble Queene Elizabeth, which ihee newer 
dreamed. We hawe feene howe Murraie, after his retume into Scot- 
land, did ihowe the face and countenance of a man that defired no 
thinge, but the deli werie of his miftres from her longelbme and weriibme 
prefon, boailinge it to be the thinge that he wold with all his poflibilitte 
procure to eitablilhe a quiet peace in the cuntrie ; and that he might 
make the mules fleepe* and abufe the loiale true fnbieAes of the 
Queene> he fent Sir Robert Melvill to her Maieftie, to iounde her 
intention anent the mariage he had propounded to her with the Duke of 
Norffolke, not that he had anie meaninge to bringe it about, but onlie 
to bringe her in a fnare, which after ihee was iniufilie charged with 
by the firft dewifers theroff« 

There is an aflemblie of the nobilitie of Scotlande apcMnted at St 
Johnfton, indifferent boith of thefe that ftoode for the pairte of ther 
Soweraigne Ladie^ as of thefe that ftoode for the Engliihe fadHon and 
M urraie, with full purpofe to emprefbn and mafliicre thoie that ftoode 
faithfull and conflant for ther miftres ; onles they, beinge certifeed of the 
intended Ireacherie againft them, had come weele accompanied with 
freindes and ther kinniffolkes, to refift the garrifons that wer fecretlie 
prepared to the effedt foiriaide. In the littinge of this aflemblie, the 
Duke of Norffolke wrete mto Murraie by a truflie gentleman, puttinge 
him in minde of the promefe he had made htm, that is, that he wold 
fend him the ioint confent of the nobilitie for his mariage with the 
Queene^ wheroff him ielff was the firft authour and propounder, by the 
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eovnoell and Qiieene of Engkndet adwife, as ke toUe him. Murnu«, 
ia the meane while» hawinge catched the fiflie in die nett, by the adwiie 

« 

of hiB ennemiesy as he was before eunniiiglie taught hj Queene Elisa* 
heth aad her oouncelU feedes the meflenger with fiiire woordes, and in 
all haifie iendeth the Duke his letter, bj one wiiome he trufted with 
thebnfines, to the Queene of finglandt who, owinge otherwile the Duke 
a grudge, defired but the leaft pretext or ihowe of anie cullour to. 
make a dilpatche ci Un, becanle he was wede fiiwoured and lowed of 
the commone people aad all honeft men, and fpeciallie, becaufe he 
was not fo fliarpe aad rigm'ous in the behalfe of the captiwe Queene 
as jQiee defired then when ihee gaiwe him the commiflion, and becaule 
he eondemned not her to dBe then, or at leaft rudlie delte with her, to 
die goode likinge of her and her Ijinge acculiers. In which doinge 
flbee iheweth her lelff to be her fiithers daughter, who putt manie to 
deathf mthw for that they wold not confimt to the fulfillinge of his 
filthie luftesy then for anie lown he had to a tme and finceire profeffion 
of anie religion, which he pretended they refuiled to embrace, aad to 
denied there due aUq^iance boith to &er God and him. 

Thus was this fimple man, not thinktnge anie harm Co Q. Elizabeth, 
brought to his end, without whofe aide Ihee had newer come to die 
crbune : He was apprehuided and oommitted to the Toure of London 
by the treacherie of his enneiaiei^ hut fyeeiaUie Leicefiw, who bare 
him a priwie grudge, becaufe he difcowMed to his miftres, that he 
mowed him toatfaeaqpt the manage of Queene Marie, and after at the 
^ommaad of Q. Elisabeth he gaiwe ower 1^ bufioes; but Leicefter 
did annimate aad encourage him of newe againe to proceede, promef- 
inge him it ihoiild not lie in his miftres Queene ISizabethes power to 
hind^ the fiune. But moft of all, it ftinred vp Leicefter to awengehim 
felff of the Duke, becaufe on a time, he holdinge the bafen to his miftres 
wafliin^e her handes, after Ihee had done, Leicefter prefumiii^ to 
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waflie> the Duke holdinge yeet the baibn before anie other receiwed it 
out of his handesy he dafhed bafon and water rpon his face. So anie 
man maie efelie perceiwe» that the diftrefled Princes and the Duke be 
both innocentlie accufed of that they newer intended nor thought of, 
which they alledge that wer ther ennemies and calumniatouris, was to 
bereawe Queene Elizabethe of her croune and her liffe, by prefuminge 
to bringe this mariage to pafle without her goode will } for howe coulde 
the Duke marie the Queene prefoner without conlent of the Queene 
Elizabeth and her councell, Ihee beinge fo fironglie gairded as ihee 
was ? Howe could Ihee pafle frie, and be fett at libertie without ther 
knoweledge ? Whowe can be fo fhameleflie brafen faced to maintaine 
fuch a notorious lie ? All the nobilitie^ all the commoune people, knewe 
weele the contrarie : ther was none of the Priwie councell of Elizabeth 
that helde it not onlie goode and moft expedient, but alfo goode and 
profitable, that this mariage fhould be efifedtuated for the commone 
goode of all the Ilande of Greate Britainne : Onlie Bacon, keeper of 
the Broade Seale, ftoode on the contrarie opinion. 

Q. Elizabeth from the beginninge held this mariage goode, and 
likewife the enterprife in attemptinge it. Shee promeied audience in 
the prefence of her councell at diwers places for refolution, and hawe 
the lame (for confirmatioun of it) lawe ena£t;ed that time and place did 
r^uire. Thefe faithles promeies, newer meaned to be keepte, wer 
made to the Duke, (he fend for to come thither), at Gifforde, at Fam- 
ham, at Bafinge, at Athet, and diwers other places. But all was 
hindered, boith by the fuQ)icious miftruftes Elizabeth naturallie ewer 
had ariiinge in her felff, as likewife by the iiibtile pra6);i(es of the iiude 
Dukes ennemies and the captiue Queenes, by whole fleightes and 
dewililhe doinges. and enterprifes, they wer boithe brought in the Ihare, 
and to ther ondelerwed end : For from the werie beginninge of her 
raigne, Elizabeth newer liwed without feare and fufpicion, yea, ihee 
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was ewer in fiich care and anguiflie of minde, that fhee at all times was 
Inrought to fuch diftruftfull miferie, that if in her fighte and prefenoe 
two did (peake and taike tc^ther, yea, althought it wer of ther owen 
domefticall afaires, they ar prefentlie apprehended, committed and 
fharplie accufed and examined, and in the end charged with treafon } 
and if by ignorance, and in fimplicitie, theyxroiie the interrogatorie 
made vnto them, and do Ipeake douhtfuUie, they ar attanted, condemned 
in hie treaibn, hanged, drawen and quartered ; and to ipeake more 
plainlie, they be drawen to the galiowes on a hurdle, there bellie is 
ripped vp, and cutt in quarters, and ther heartes, yeet brethinge and 
pantinge, throwen into the fire. 

The principall and chieffe caufe that mowed Elisabeth to hate and 
diftrufie Marie was, becaufe fliee wold newer renounce nor giwe ower 
her right and title, which fhe had of the croune of England after her de> 
ceafe, and becaufe Ihee wold newer confent that the younge [Prince^ her 
ibnne Ihould be deliwered for hoftage in England, for fhee ewer iaide, fhee 
her felff alone had rather endur her captiuitie, then fhee and he boith 
fhould be Elizabethes prefoners to be ufed at her pleaiure. It is weele 
knowen howe Elizabeth, by the direction of her councell, fend her ambal^ 
fadoure in Scotland, wifhing Murraie, at a certane daie fhee apointed, to 
come to the frontiers and bordoures, there to receiwe the Queene his 
miftres, accordinge to the cowenantes and agrementes which fhee with 
him and the reft of his difloiale &£tion had agreed vpon with her and 
her councell; but as the fidfe hearted traitour was goinge on this 
iomeie, hawinge come the daie before from the younge kinge at 
Sterlinge, where he hade apointed his uncle the counte Marre to fol- 
lowe after with the younge kinge, to deli wer him pledge in England 
priwelie, fo fbone as he had receiwed the mother his mifires, the nighte, 
daie, and all time nowe abhorringe this deteftable treacherie, prowe to 
onfortunate, his mine approchinge ynto him; for the next daie 
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after lie came from Sterlinge, m he vis takinge hor£e at Lithquoe to 
ride towarde Edinbui^he, nowe he beinge alredie mounted, and ear 
wiroaned rouude about with freindes, Jamee Hammilton of Boidwel* 
hauche did flioote him from a gallerie with a harquebuihe, wheroff he 
died the iame werie nighte. 

But in his end this to be noted, that his adulterous mother beinge 
weele knowen and famous in forcerie and witchcrafte, did fend one in 
all haifte by pofte to him at Sterlinge, wiihinge him» as he lowed his I]£Ee, 
not to vndertake that woiage and iomeie he was about, leaft it flionld 
prowe fatall mto him : but who can hinder the ruine of him who had 
brought fo manie mileries vpon his miftres, the jounge kinge and nobi- 
litie and the whole comoune wealth he was borne? It was weele 
knowen that not manie yeares before, a dewililh witch beinge con- 
demned to die in the fire and to be bunied, the laide Murraie command- 
i^ge that they fliould take a barrell of gnnne pouder to bume her with ; 
when £hee vnderfioode of the preparatioun of lb much gunne pouder, 
befide the tarre barrellis that was prq^ared lor die fire, Ihee burfle focnrth 
in the woords on a iiidden, What needed all this gunne pouder ? wkat 
aeeded my Lord of Murraie to prepare all this gunne pouder ? lee nor 
one ounce weighte ihalbe his end : which thinge nowe we fee aocom- 
pliihed. Belike the deuil him lielff knewe weele he deCerwed amifcheiw* 
ova end for all his thefe treacheries foidaide. I can not pafle by one 
notable crueltie, which he not longe before execute rponthe wiffd of the 
iaide James Hamilton, wUlk as he perfecuted all the name of Haramihon 
with fire and fworde, and with a ^iflant and flronge armie did ower- 
throwe all ther fortes and cafiles, with ther other houfinge, with gunne 
pouder^ at laft he cometh to the houfe of Jum who killed him, and burned 
it amongeft the reft : but whiUeas they ar puttinge to the fire, m gende 
woman, accompanied with fome others yoonge maides, cafi;es them lieUF 
doune on ther knies, with ther haire about ther ihouldei^ weepinge piti. 
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fullie^ prayinge Murraie to pitie her poore fifter^ who was that Qighte 
broughte to bed 6f a childe, neither of them like to liwe. But what 
fliould thej praie ? what fhould they mowe the harte of a merciles man^ 
more harde then the flint or the adamant ? He wold heare them ; but 
commaunded that Ihee and her childe Ihould be brought foorth in a paire 
of double blankettes. In this meaneth commeth her hufbande, and be- 
fore ihee was broughte foorthe, he proftratinge him lelflF befoire the 
tyraunte, entreateth humblie fawour for his wiffe, permittinge his houfe 
and all therin to the lawage furie of the man, he receiweth no other 
aiiniwere then fiude gentlewoman did : he feeinge the rage of the cruell 
man ynapeafable, and his wiff and her childe broughte foorth amongdU 
the fire and lmooke» half galpinge for breath, and no we like to periihe 
in the cruell flammes of the fire and (mooke, burfl» out furiouflie in the 
woordes following, which after he performed in deed. I do woue and 
promefe to the greate God, as you moft cruellie without mercie denie 
my iufle and humble fute, and bring my poor wiffe and chOde to this 
extreeme milerie, I fhall as cruellie make fire be your end, and lofle my 
liff with you. In his death, wee lee the iufle iudgement and wengeanee 
of God fliowinge vpon him, for as he without mercie bringeth others 

9 

ihiferablie to end in the cruell flammes of fire, lb do others ferwe him 
with the like beafllie crueltie. 

This guile, whome all the leade that the moft of the churches of Scot- 
land was cowered with, -could not (atiflie to fill his gredie cowetoufiies, 
hath nowe his bellie full of a little bullet of leade. The leade of the 
metropolitan church of St Andrewes, where he was priour, and manie 
mo churches there, wer fent by him into Flanders and other places, by 
him, and his uncle the Count Marre, his ftarte vp, oncowered the Abbie 
church of Cambdkenneth and others, (as alio all of ther faction did the 
like,) and that to mantune ther trefonable atteAptes by the monie they 
made theroff againft ther laufull Queene. By this meanes, aiid this tu- 
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godlie lacrilegious churcli robberie, manie Scottifhe merchauntes wer 
brought to extreme miierie and powertie^. yea, manie lofte ther liwes 
by fliipe wrake on the fea, when as they wer trawellinge towardes 
diners cuntries with ther wefTellis, wherin they caried it and the reft of 
the merchandize. 

But Elizabeth hearing of the Hidden death of her hired agent, all 
amazed for the lofle of io necellarie and truftie a Machiwell wher- 
throwe her enterprife coulde not come to fiich effe^ ihee expected, 
' ihee chaunges her minde in the fendinge her prefoner home, think- 
inge that by the difpatche of Murraie, his uncle Marre Ihpuld not 
be fuffered by the loiale fubiedtes, to deliwer the younge kinge in her 
handes, ihee bethinkes her felff howe ihee maie ridde boith her and 
fonn'e out of the waie by poy fon : and for this purpofe there was one 
lent in Scotlande, firft to diQ)atche the fbnne, but by what meanes I 
knowe not, he chaunced to come to the cafUe of Dumbartan wher fome 
that did holde that ftronge fortreJBfe for ther laufuU Queene, and (b he 
could newer come wher the younge kinge was keepte, and fo this bufi* 
ne% to the greate confort all the loiale fubiedtes tooke therby ; for in the 
end, when as the Earle of Lenox, the younge kinge hid graundefather, 
tooke by force of armes the faide caftle, amongeft otheris this deteftable 
traitouroufe willane was founde and apprehended, and vpon exa- 
minatioun confeiTed he was fent out [of] Englande to the eSe& foirlaide, 
and gaiwe him felff out to be a follower of the Duke of Norffolke, and 
fo he was fent home in England h^ beinge an EngliQunan borne, but we 
newer harde of his execution, belike becauie the thingehe was.fent for 
was approwed weele by them who lent him, and to whome he was lent 
backeagaine. 

As for the. Italian poflett (as they call it) was prepared for the 
mother, it was difcowered by her officers and attendantis, that ferwed 
her in meate and drinke, and her tafiers, which fome of them bought full 
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deare, in that hardlia efchapeinge with ther liff ; the ftrength of the 
poylbn was fo forcible, that they liwed ewer after languiihinge till the 
daie of ther death, which made boith her lelflT, and all that was about her 
after, ewer daie and nighte,.to hawe a Ijpeciall care to iaiwe her from inch 
fearefiill inconveniences. In this meane while, Elizabeth and her coun- 
cellors, diiapointed of ther bolde dewelifhe attemptes, raiginge in a fiirie 
quicklie raifeth an armie, and by the condu£te of the Earle of Suflex, 
ihee fendeth it vpon the frontiers to feeke out, (but this was but a cul- 
lour,) fome Engliihe rebelles that had ther refuge thither : the iearch 
was made in Scotland, newer fendinge woprde to Scotiihe wardines, to 
ioine with them for this purpofe, (as the cuftome in fuch caces vpon 
the frontiers is wont to be oblerwed,) and in ileade theroff, ten thou- 
land men in hoftile maner inwade in open warre, and range thorowe 
all the bordoures of Scotlande, (for no rebelles was foughte for come 

« 

from Englande thither, for ther was none,) Hume Caflle and the owner 
my Lord Hume, and the Lord Maxwell, Feamieharfte and Bacleuch ar 
fought for with fire and fworde, ther fortrefles and holdes fired and 
robbed, and all men that dwelt in ther landes chafed from there owen, 
ther goodes, munition and armour taken and caned in Englande. Shorte 
while after, not iatiified with this cruell dealinge and manifeft iniurie, 
Druerie is fent with an other armie to come with thofe that fioode for 
Murraie in the hearte of the kingedome, where cruellie they burned the 
ftronge palice and caille of Hamilton boith in one houer, it beinge helde 
for Q. Marie, andyponagrement and conditiones randered by the keepers 
in ther handes ; and fo pailed they fordwarde as they began cruellie, 
and burned all whatfoewer did belonge to anie of the name of Hammil- 
ton, houfinge and other, and robbed them ther goodes, not ^aringe to 
llaughter the brutifli beafte, leiwinge them aliwe in the flames of the 
fearce fire, thinkinge it a goode reafon they mighte laufuliie do all 
thofe wronges to anie that was of the name. of Hamilton^ althought he 
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wer as mnocent of aidinge auie of the contoarie fa^lioiv as the ohflde 
yeet rnhorn^. 

In the end they com to Lithquo, and the caftle of Kinneile, which 
boith th^ burned, becaufe they wer the Duke of Chettleroe his 
enheritance* O Heawen, whie hides thou not li^te I O Earth, whie 
ihakes thou not and trembles in beholdinge and Heeinge fuch merciles 
crueltie executed vpon innocentes, that newer deferwed thus to be 
dealte with I No other reafon had the j, nor yeet coulde pretend anie ex- 
cufe to thofe deques, but that one of that name had killed Murraie, 
Queene Elizabeth her pentioner and hired ferwant, to ruinate his mitiae 
cuntrie, and his laufull Queene and mifires her loiale fubje£i» ; and that 
cheiffe and fpeciall gentlemen of that name repentinge ther rafhnes in aC- 
fiftinge Murraie at the firft, when he begane to in wade the roiale fcepter 
of his miftres, nowe at length they fubie£ted themfelwes to the obeyiance 
of ther So weraigne, and caried armes in the defence of her right againfi 
the traitour Murraie, who from the beginning of thefe trubles, vndir a 
ihadowe,made a cloake of religion towndo his mifires, tobaniiheherloiale 
fubiefles, and vndo them, that all that fioode for her beinge able to do no 
thinge,hem]ghtintrudehimfel£f in thegowemementof the whole kingdome. 

Elizabethe thus hawinge weakned her prefoners faithfuUeft fer- 
wantes, ihee beginnes to make a ihewe of a newe accorde with her, fo 
that fliee wold aknoweledge her for her Superiour, and putt in her 
handes the greater parte of all the ftrongeft fortrefles and caftles of 
Scotlande, and deliwer in her handes her younge fonne the kinge, 
and all the cheiffe of the nd[>ilitie that wer for her, for pledges and 
hoftages that fhee ihould not in anie forte fturre or make anie commo- 
tion, or take greiwouflie for entertainment in Englande, or anie thinge 
pail befoire that time, nor yeet hawe anie recourle to forrea Princes to 
feeke wengeance for the iniuries ihee had endured, and abowe all, that 
ihee ihould renunce the auncient league with Fraunce, and in place 
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theroff make a newe league with Englande. But the Queene feeinge 
luch ftraunge and extravagant demaundes, and by often experience 
knowen weele whether fuch extrayagant politiounes tended, chofe to 
abide rather the preient captiuitie then to yeilde her felff to her difloiide 
rebdles at Elizabethes commaunde to be ufed at her pleafour ; and her 
fbnne and nobilitie in her hands to do with boith, what fhee and her 
oouncelloures ihould beft like on : befides that ihee mderftoode the 
flronge holdes and cafUes of Scothmde, being at her commaunde, it wer 
a redie waie to make a fulle conquefte of the whole kingdome, which 
ihee and her foirfitthers befor her wer newer able to attaine vnto, al- 
beit with much bloode ihed they had attempted it, they wer To cura- 
giouilie refifted by her aunceftouris, and ther faithfuU fubie6te8, in tyme 
paft all memorie of man. 

But Elizabeth, perceiwinge that jQiee ihould hawe to do with a ladie 
that did weele fee into all her fubtile pra^Hfes mdertaken by the coun- 
cell of her deuile incarnate Leicefter, and that ihee had to do with one 
better adwiled then her felff, betakes to another courfe, and negotiates 
with the ChrifGan Kinge Charles 9, for which Admirall Memorancie 
WW fent into Englande. Amongft the heades of this league then made, it 
was fyeeiallie agreed and concluded, that Elisabeth ihould not giwe anie 
aide or &woure to the Scotiihe rebelles againft ther Soweraigne } but 
fliee newer keepte a woorde of her promefe, albeit Ihee wer fwome to 
it, for immediatlie after fhee fent an armie to the rebelles to befeige 
the Caftle of Edtnburghe, which then held for Queene Marie her cuiinge, 
mder the commandement of Squier William Kirkcaldie of Grange. 
After longe befe^nge two whole yeares, he did yeelde it by compofition 
to the Englifhe, beinge driwen therto be infection of the fpringe that 
yeelded water to the fountane in the Ikide Caftle, which at the fute of 
the hill and rocke was poifoned by the Englifh» wherby all his fi>ioureB 
wer poifoned. [He] wadin theend,amtrarie to the lawe of armes, hanged 
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by Morton, then tyraunt of Scotland vnder the commandement of Eliza- 
beth, whome Morton fuffered boith by fea and land. [Of] all the Scottilhe 
fhippes, that had not a pal porte from Morton, wheroff he made a greate 
gaine, in lelTe {jpace then 2 yeares, ther was, by iufte accompt, 224 ihips 
frauchte with merchandize pelled and robbed by the Engliihe ; which the 
poore merchandes complained on, and findinge no redrefie, concluded to 
make out a fleete to repaire ther loffe : but all in waine, for Morton boith 
certifeed Elizabeth of ther determinatioun, and likewile emprelbned Ibme 
of them, others he fined in greate Ibummes of money, fo that none durfle 
llurre* In the end, the whole communitie of all the corporatioune tounes 
and cities of Scotland, concluded in a meetinge for this pui^ofe to lend 
one Mr Adam Fullerton, with ibme other of the wifeft of the companie 
of merchantis, to require and demaunde redrefie of thefe harmes at 
Elizabetfaes handes. A greater mifcheiff did newer anie of the braiweft 
and fiouteft of all her aunceftoures woorke to the Scottiihe in fo ihorte 
a time by open warre, then ihee did nowe in time of peace. 

But ihee, feedinge them with faire woordes, holdinge ther beakes 
in the water for the fpace of 2 whole yeares, makinge them fyend a 
greate deale of monie in the iufte perfuite of ther caule, fendeth them 
from Caiphas to Pilate, giweth them leawe to departe, without anie 
other aunfwere from her and her councell, then they could not do 
with all. The Queene and her councell wer not bounde to aunfwere 
that which pirates did at the fea : they might aunfwere them fel wes if 
they wold ; which, if they gone fordward in when they firll intended 
it, they wer certanlie informed, that ihee thought to hawe lent foorth 
her admirall and a full armie to hawe made goode her pirates deedes ; 
for fume of them that wrought all this mifcheiffe to the merchantes 
of Scotland, wer her owen captaines and fhipps, who had dailie paie of 
her. This aunfwere was giwen at Greinewicb, where a riche Englifh 
merchant, piteinge the diftrefled eftate of certane Scottifh merchant. 
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whome he had (eene often bejonde lea in filke and latine and welwet» 
richlie apparelled, and rode in a footeclothe of welwet, then poorelie 
clothed in cannues, cafte him ielff doune before the Queene and her 
councell, and receiwinge no goode aunf^irere to his contentment, he 
calies him and tolde him, that it was thofe of the councell that lightlie 
refyeGted them, who wer the werie theiwes and pirates them felwes, 
feinge they did authorize the doers, and thejr and the Queene her 
felff had a pairte in the bootie, as thej had in all that was taken of the 
French fliippes that wer robbed of Normandie and Flaunders, her 
owen confederates. So we maie fee what it profeteth to be in league 
with her, who newer regardeth it more then it ftandeth with her ad- 
vantage : it [is] weele knowen, alfo, that fome of her councell and 
nobles had ther fliippes at fea to robbe and pille, afweele as fliee. 

But to come to our purpole, concerninge the intelligence which pafte 
betuine thofe of Elizabethes councell, together ivith the theiwes and 
rebellis, I can not pafie ower in filence the roberie of Monfure Dolu, 
The&urar Generall to the Q. of Scottes : he bringinge her fome of 
her dourie moneje from Fraunce, with fome ringes fett richlie with 
precious fiones, together with fome jewelles of greate waleue, and a 
faire chaine of golde in walue 2000 French crounes, and a lookinge 
glafle of the like walewe, WaUhinghame, Secretarie of Eflate, after he 
bad giwen Monfure Dolu his paiporte, thinkinge that he had the iaide 
Queenes whole yeeres rent of her dourie in charge, about him, made him 
be attended by iecrete Ijpies by the waie, amongeft whome was two 
yeomen of the Queene his mifires guarde, notoriouflie knowen, who at 
the firft meetinge wounded the iaid thelaurar and diwerfe of his com- 
panie, and tooke from them all they had about them: wherolBF no 
redrefle could be had, althought the robbers wer taken, (and thofe wer 
the two yeomen of the guarde in ^ciall,) by a i«iftice dwellinge neare 
where the robberie was done ; but he had litle thanke for his lauboure. 
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The theiwes wer committed to the Toure for a while, till the peoples 
talke theroflF ftaied ; but no refUtution was made to this houer. 

Queene Elizabeth and her councell hawinge lubomed and feduced 
treacherouflie the Counte Arran to foriake Fraunce, to laie and begunne 
the general complot of the rewolt of the Scottifhe nobilitie, anno 1559, 
feedinge him with a waine hope of her manage to owerthrowe him in the 
end ufed the proude ambitious fpiriteof the baftarde brother of the Queene 
with faire promefes of rewarde and gowemement, to arme him i^ainft her 
Maieftie, to be defence and refuge for all her rebelles ; helpinge them 
with monie and councell, inftru£idnge them howe to difiemble till ther 
peace wer obteined for them, to the end the^ might the more eaielie 
effe^ that which they traiterouflie intended to ezeeut, that is, firll to 
murder the Secretarie Dauid, and then the Kinge there maifter, which 
they laide they newer knewe of his cruell murder till it was done^ but 
contrarie wife made ihewe they wer greatlie offended with it, and wold 
puniihe the murder with all feweritie and rigour, albeit they knewe 
weele who they were, and them felwes wer the cheiffe a£touris and 
the authouris, minifters, conforters, and fordwarde letters theroff^ wer 
at Berwicke, who haiflned the execution theroff by dire3ion from the 
councell at London, that gaiwe the watchwoorde, and ihowe them the 
meanes and oportunitie, and putt fire to the firawe, (as the prowerbe 
is,) to drawe into ther handes, ambafiages and fidre promefes, the 
honeft weele meaninge Queene of Scotland, wer lent and made faiths* 
fullie promefed to be obferwed. In the end her ennemieS) fett a worke 
by Elizabeths ypfturringe, fumiflunge them with monie, bringes her 
cuiinge to manie inconveniences, and by force driwen by her difloiale 
fubie£les to foriake her kingdome and natiwe cuntrie, her true fiedthfuU 
fubiedfces beinge owerthrowen and brought ynder, and fhee her felff 
fleeinge ther furie, (thinkinge Elizabeth wold keepe promefe, fworne 
by her often meflagee, and writen by her owen hand to her,) fleeth 
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for fuccour to her, which, at the firft arriwale, ihee prome£ed conilantlie 
to performe, fayinge, fhee in her owen perfon wold with a ftronge 
armie accompanie her as farre as the frontiers, effect, and put her in 
former eflate in her kingdome, fo that all her ennemies ihould newer 
be able to truble her. 

But in place of fuccour and aide, fhee findeth harde emprefbnment, 
vngentle dealinge in place of hoipitalie, the lawe of natiounes broken ; 
her ferwitoures, that ihould hawe beene, by reafon of the greatnes of 
her perfon, ewer about her, for her honour and afiurance, put from her, 
and ihee left defolate in refy&St of the imall companie about her : ihee 
is forbidden that none Ihould ipeake with her, or wrete to her ; that 
ihee ihould neither fend nor receiue anie newes, no not to her owen 
fonne, nor heare from him ; that ihee ihould hawe no comforte or 
releiffe lent vnto her in filwer, golde, jewelles ; ihee ihould receiue 
no houihoulde llu£fe, or whatfoewer elles. They ar accounted traitoures, 
and put cruellie to death, if they can be knowen, who afforde her anie of 
thefe in courtefies ; yea, thole who ipeake a goode woorde of her, pitie 
her eflat, or looke piti^llie vpon her, commend Godes goode graces 
in her, as her witte and wiliiome, her beautie, her wertue, or do defend 
her honour, or commend her Innrntie to the poore, or faie ihee ieemeth 
to be innocent of the hainous oflFences wherwith ihee is charged, 
ftraight he is accounted a falle tratoure, and puniihed iharplie by fine 
in goodes, if he eicape with his liffe. Should not the Biihope ol RoiTe, 
her amballadour, hawe beene poifoned by meanes of thole who then 
wer in hie place in the courte of England ? Was he not committed to 
the Toure of London as a traitour againll the lawe of natiounes ? Was 
not Charles Balie moft iniuftlie threatned to be raked, becaufe he wold 
[jiot]confefle andwitnes againfk the honour of [his] Soweraigne ladie and 
miflres, thinges ihee newer thought vpon ? Was he not in the end putt 
to the rake, becaufe he, heinge her fecretarie, wold hawe publiihed a 
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litle booke, wrettne by him in the defence of his miftres honoure, in the 
{claunder [which] was fprede abroade of her by her ennemies, that ihee had 
lauboured that armies diwers times ihould hawe beene lewied, and fent 
in England to hawe owerthrowen the face of the publift ftate of En- 
gland, and to hawe beaten doune the Queenes caftles and fortreiTes, 
and ranfaked her tonnes and cities, and that fliee Ihould hawe affified 
her rebelles and ennemies pra6fcilinge againft her, encouraginge them, 
by yearlie penfions and annuities in money, to attempt againft the 
Queene and fome ipecialles of the nobilitie; and likewife to hawe 
carefullie gone about the like in Scotland. 

Should this noble Queene and her faithfiiU ferwantes, Ihowinge ther 
loialtie in defendinge ther miftres innocencie in thefe thinges wherof 
fhee [was] moft iniuftlie accuied, be thus dealt with ? God, beholde from 
abowe the wrongfuU dealinge and doinges of wretched miferable men 
heire belowe I On the contrarie, it is weele knowen, howe Elizabeth 
her lelff hath in deede, by the adwife of her councellores, done all this 
and more in Scotland, Fraunce, and the Lawe cuntries, althought 
ihee wer fwome in league with them all. To pafie by the iniuries 
fhee dailie did offer her wronged prefoner, manie in number, it is weele 
knowen howe fhee braiwed the Kinge of Fraunce, in facinge, outrag- 
inge his ambafladoures and officeres, and cauiEnge them be robbed by 
the waie, that by this meanes, (becaufe they laubored her to deale more 
courteHie with her owen kinnifwoman), fhee might werie them for the 
Kinge to deale anie longer to procure anie fawour at her handes for 
his fifter and allie. But Robert Dudlie, her deare cufinge, could finde 
greater fawour at her handes in an honefter bufines at noone, in the 
nighte, whofe death fhee fo bewailed, that hearinge of it fhee fhutte her 
felff all alone fafte in a chamber, till Eflex, (the leedes beinge yp from the 
rooffe,) came doune from abowe to* confort her, whome ewer after fhee 
liked the better : and Chriftopher Chattam pleafed her fo w^ele, that 
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when he fikned, fliee neither fpared cofte nor trawell to pofte to wifite 
him, and miniftred phyfike vnto him. The neareft kinnifwoman ihee 
had in the world, coidd newer, in all her afflictions, obteine of her anie 
of thole fayouris \ but in place thero£^ all the euill ihee could procure 
her and her yoimge fonne, whome ihee caufied, by his difloial fuhieCtes, 
made her time ferwers by briberie, be deteined prefoner till he iatifTeed 
her and ther mindes, whofe violent handes he had hardlie efcaped, 
except God in his prowident mercie had preferwed him. 

After ihee harde of the captivitie of her fonne, when ihee beganne to 
languiihe of a fore ficknes, of the which the Engliihe phyiitions reported 
to ther miftres wold ihortine her dales, which ihee defired and longed 
for nowe longe ago. The defolate mother, fearinge the prefent eftate 
of her deare childe, whom ihee could not helpe, confort, nor liiccour, 
hawinge no other meanes, tumeth her felflF to God by praier, recom- 
mending her felff and him to his divine prote&ion, befeechinge him in 
his mercie to mollifie her cuiinges heart towardes her and her poore 
childe ; and lafte, putteth her hand to the pen and wreteth to her 
cuiinge, compleineth of her crueltie in the iniufie detention of her and 
her childe in captiuitie, and harde entreatie and uiage of them boith, 
who newer deferwed anie fiich rigour at her handes. 

Ladie, Touchinge the thinges that ar come to my ilire knowledge of Q. Mane to q. 
the lail conipiracies done in Scotlande againile my owen childe, haw- 
inge all occafion to fear the confequence, by the experience I hawe in 
my owen perfon, I hawe thought it convenient for me to applie the 
litle time of liffe I hawe leile me before my death, iuUie to diicharge 
my conicience of my moii iufle and lamentable complaintes« of which I 
defire this letter maie ferwe you for a perpetuall tefiimonie, lb longe 
as you ihall liwe, and for a grudge to your confcience, afweele for my 
difcharge to all pofterities, as for the ihame and confufion of all thole 
who, in your fighte, hawe lb criiellie and unworthelie hitherto handled 



ISO mSTOEY OF 

me, and broughte me to that extremitie which you weele fee and under* 

ftande : But infomuch that ther defignes, praftifes, and proceedinges, 

(howe odious and deteftable foewer they be,) hawe in r^|airde of you 

prewailedy and had the vpper hand, againft the moil iuile dilclames I 

hawe made, and my vpright behawioure, (as God knowetb boith mine 

and youres.) The force and power which you ewer hawe in your 

owen handes giweth you a dewe refye&, againft me : I will take ray 

refuge to the liwinge God, our onlie judge, which hath e<{uallie and 

immediatlie placed us vnder him in gowemement of his people : I will 

intreat him onlie, in the extremitie of this moft prelent a£li6tion, to 

rewarde boith you and me, (as he will do righteoullie in the daie of his 

laft iudgment), ewen accordinge to our demerites or mifbehawioures, 

and mercies, one towardes the other. Remember your felff, goode 

Madame, howe we can diiguile no thing before him by our paintines and 

policies. Albeit my ennemies maie, vnder you, cuUour it for a time before 

men, yea, peradventure, alfo maie hide ther iiibtile praftifes before you, 

in his name, as fittinge iudge betuine you and me, I will dilcower to 

you, howe by your onlie agentes, Q)ies, fecrete meffingers, fent in your 

name into my kingdome of Scotland duringe the time I was ther, my 

fubie£tes wer corrupted and fturred vp by you, to attempt and rebell 

againft me in my owen perfon, and in one woorde to do, vndertake, 

and execute that which, induringe my laide trubles, hapned in the laide 

cuntrie, wheroff I will fpecifie no other verificatioun at this prefent, 

then that which I hawe drawen out of the confeffion, and confronted 

Morton. teftimouics of one, which fince was one of thofe who is moft adwanced 

in regairde of ftich his goode ferwice ; to whome, if I then had done 

iuftice, he had not fince, by olde intelligences, rewiwed and renewed 

the fame pradbifes againft my ipnne, and had not prowided meanes for 

all my traiterous fubiedtes takinge ther refage ynto you, of the aide and 

iupport ewer fince my reflraint till the lame werie daie, for default 
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wberofff I thinke the fame traitouriB had prewailed nor floode out fince 
fb longe as thej hawe done. Duringe my reftrainte at Lochleuine, 
Throgmorton, nowe deceafed, councelled me in your behalfe to figne 
the dimiflion and fiirr^ider of my croune, afluringe me that it could 
be of no force } which thinge your owen felff did promefe to make 
goode by your owen hand wretinge to me ; Denie it if you can : Moe, 
others then my felff hawe feene it, which thing no part of Chriftendome 
did ewer approwe to be goode in lawe or confcience, except heire by 
your aitthoritie, where your coimcell do aide and mantaine my traite- 
roue fiibiedtes againfl me, ther onlie laufull fbweraigne ladie. In my 
confidence to defire you, goode madame, I deGre you vprightlie, in 
your fbule and confcience, to fhowe me frielie and trulie, if you could 
weele approwe and like the libertie and power in your owen fubieffces 
ower you, which you, againfl all confcience, righte and reafbn, man- 
taine in my fubie^fces and your owen to bringe me and my libertie and 
efbte to your fubie£tion, which I trufte in God fhall newer be. 

By your onlie councell and perfuafion, my authoritie was furrendered, 
(by meanes of my traiterous harted fubieftes^ whome you fubomed 
fubtillie for your advantage, and not mine,) to my deare fonne, (whome 
you lowed no better than me, if you coulde compafle him in your 
claues), he beinge then incapable theroff ; he beinge in regarde of his 
yong yeares vnable to exercife it : and fince that time, when I wold 
hawe laufiillie allured him theroff, it is, befides boith right and reafon, 
taken firom him by your councell and helpe, and giwen to two or 
ihrie traitoures mantained by your plaine force and wiolence, who, in 
werie deede, by your fiibtile dealinge againfi your confcience and 
promefe made to me, often feeke to depriwe him theroff, as they and 
you hawe alredie done me, boith of the name and title, becaufe I did 
contradidte them and you in that which was my iufle proper righte, 
which I hope my faid fbnne after me will feeke to hawe as his owen 
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due righte when time fhall ferwe, and that the Lorde in his m^rae 
will prowide for his and my preferyation boith heire belowe, and with 
him in the hie heavens when he fludl call us to reft with him. 

So foone as I deliwered my felflF, by Godes diwine providence, and 
the helpe of thofe whome he mowed to pitie my harde bondage in pre- 
fonment, into the which I was broughte by the meanes of your fubtile 
dealinge, by your ambafladouris in fturringe vp my iiibiedfces againft me^ 
I was able to bidde my ennemies batle, and to mantwie my righte that 
God in hb mercie had preordinate me vnto, I fent in a token to you a 
jewel, a diamonde, which before time I hadreceiwed of you, in a token and 
aflurance of your fincere lowe and affe£tion, to be mantained and fecured 
by you as my neareft kinnifwoman, againft all my ennemies whatfoewer, 
and in Ijpeciall againft my traiterous rebelles, if at anie time I ihould 
ftande in neede of your fupporte and aide, as I, for my parte, fliould do 
the like to you when occafion ferwed, to the uttermoft of my power : 
and I call God to witnes that you, for your parte, then promefed faith- 
fullie, fo farre to conforte and fuccour me then, (beinge in my owen 
kingdome able to hawe defended my felff againft you, and all my enne- 
mies whatfoewer, retiringe me to my ftronge caftles till my loiale 
lubieftes, neare kinniffolkes, fiiendes and allies had ower throwen 
all my adueriaries,) if I wolde make my refuge to you, you wolde 
come fo farre as the frontiers of the bordoures betuine our kingedomes 
to affift me, and this you made me beliewe, as diwerle gentlemen 
and meflingers did aftiire me of the fame. This promefe proceeded from 
your owen mouth, and often reiterated, (albeit by your ferwantes I had 
founde my felff often abufed,) made me take Inch aflurance and affiance 
in the effect theroff, that the troupes of my campe and gwarde which I 
reteined for my faiftie, beinge owerthroune by my ennemies, {ecretlie 
fuborned befides my knowledge by you, I came dire^Uie to cafl» my 
felff in your armes, if I could hawe approched you fo neare. But 
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purpofinge to come and finde you out, beholde I am in the midde wnie 
arreifted, inwironed with a guarde, (befides your promefe and my ex- 
ped^atioun), to watche me, and ihutte vp in a ilronge houfe, and in the 
end, without all (hame and regarde had of my Soweraignitie, broughte 
into this captiuitie, which is more bitter then a thou&nde deathes vnto 
me, in regarde it is impoled ypon me by her who promefed fuch kinde 
dealinge on her parte. I knowe you will alledge againft me, that 
which pafte betuine me and the late Duke of Norfolke, nowe deade. I 
mantaine it vpon my conlcience and honour, that there was no mater 
to your prejudice, nor againft the commone goode of this realme ; and 
that this toeatie was founde goode, and approwed by the adwife and 
feales of the cheiffe and principall that wer for the time of your coun- 
cell, with affiirance to perfwade and make you finde it goode. Howe 
coulde fuch perlbnages, without your adwife, enterprife to make you 
confent, which might hawe depriwed you of your liffe, honour and 
croune, as you make faire you ar certanlie perfwaded theroff to all am- 
baffiuloures, and others that fyeake of me to you. 

This notwithftandinge my rebelles perceiwinge that ther headeftronge 
courfe caned them forder then they thought it wold hawe done, and 
that the truth appearinge of the forgerie, that they had ewerie waie 
Q>red abroade of me, by conference I fubmitted my lelflF vnto a full 
afTemblie of your deputies and mine, to cleare my felff openlie in this 
cuntrie, but beholde the cheiffe of them retiringe him felff into the 
Caftle of Edinburgh, to faiwe him felff from the rebelles, by your forces 
was befeiged, and one of the principall poifoned of your procurement, 
and an other moft cruellie hanged, after that I, the feconde time, had 
commaunded them to laie awaie there yapons and armes at your requeft 
in hope of peace, which God knoweth whether my ennemies ewer meant 
I was willinge to make triale whether pacience coulde mend the rigour 
and euil entreate, begunne after they had thus fourtene yeares ufed me. 
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and accommodatinge my felff to the ordour which was preiciibed me 
for mj captiuitie in this houfe, afweele for the number and qualitie of ler* 
wantes, which I fhould reteine^ giwinge leawe to others to departe. As 
for my diet, and ordinarie ezercife for my health, I hawe leiwed ewen to 
this prelent fo quietlie and peaceablie as one inferiour to my lelff, and 
as one more obliged then I am to you, for this intreatie of me could not 
hawe done fo farre foorth as to take awaie all ihaddowe of fufyition and 
diftrulle. I depriwed my lel£F of all meanes to enquire to hawe aaie 
intelligence of my fonne and of my cuntrie, that which by no righte nor 
reafon could be denied me ; and cheiflie of my childe, who in fteade 
heiroff was lauboured by all meanes to be made againft me, to the end 
that by our diviiion we might be boith waikned. 

It was graunted me» (iaie you,) about thrie yeares ago, to lend to yifite 
him in his captiuitie then at Sterlinge, ynder the tyrannie of Morton^ 
was the caufe, as his libertie after hath beene the caufe that the like 
vifitatioun was denied me. The yeare laft pafte, I did diwers times enter 
into diverfe owertures for the eftabliihinge of a goode amitie betuine 
us, and for certane intelligence betuine thofe two realmes heirafter. It 
is about ten yeares fince Commiflioners wer fent vnto me to Chattifforde 
to that eflPe^l. Then was a treatie made with your lelff by the French 
and my owen Ambailadouris : yea, my felff made the laft winter all the 
moft advantagous owertours with Beale that was poflible for me to do. 
What hawe I gotte therbye ? My good meaninge is Icomed, the fynceri- 
tie of my cariage lightlie relpedled and mifconftrued, the eftate of my 
afaires encombred with delaies, lurmifes and liich other cunninge ; and to 
conclude, worfe dealinge uled towardes me ewerie daie then other, not- 
withftandinge anie thinge that I force my felff and laubour to the con*- 
trarie. My ower longe, vnprofitable and my damnagable patience haw- 
inge broughte me to that eftate, that my ennemies of a cuftome they 
hawe to deale euil with me, they thinke nowethey hawe the right of p 
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fcription to uile me not as a preibner, fiich one as by reaion I can not be, 
but a flaiwe, whofe liffe and death dependeth onlie ypon ther tyrannie, 
without anie refpe£t to the lawe of God or natiounes* I can not iuffer 
it, Madame, anie longer : I can not endure it, and mull either at my 
death di£couer the authouris of my death and cruell murder, or liwinge 
yeet fiill make triale vnder your protefHon, to make thele cruelties, 
thefe falfe acculktiouns and traiterous defignes of my laide ennemies fur- 
ceafe, to efiabliihe my ielff in fome more quiet, the remander of my liffe. 
For, to awoide your feUF of all pretended occaiiounes, and all contro- 
uerfies betuiz us, enquire and enforme your felff, if you pleafe, of all that 
hath beene reported to you of my cariage, make the depofitiouns of 
ftningers taken in Ireland be againe reweued ower : yea, let thofe of 
the Jefuites lafi executed be to you reprelented ; giwe libertie to all that 
will publiftlie vndertake to charge me, and permit me to come to my 
aunfwere publifllie, and if the mater go wronge with me, and my caufe-' 
be bade, let me fiiffer for it. I ihall endure patientlie ib longe as I fhall 
*knowe the cauie ; but if it go weele on my fide, do not miftake it and 
miliinderfiand the mater. I (hall permitt my felff to be badlie recom- 
penied before God and men, and that with your greate fcandale and 
heayie burden one daie to aunlwere it before the righteous iudge. 

The moft bale offenders in your prefons borne vnder your obeilance, 
be admitted to ther purgatiouns and iuftificatiouns, and ther acculers 
be dilcowered vnto them, and confronted, and ther accufattounes be 
opened in ther prefence. Whye fhall not therfore the fame order be 
keepte with me, a Soweraigne Queene, your nezte of kinred and lawe- 
fiiU heire ? I thinke that this laft qualitie hath beene hitherto the prin- 
cipall caufe in regarde of my ennemies, and ther falfe accufations 
might make divifion betuine us two, they mighte wexe me the more ; 
but allace, they hawe nowe litle reafon, and les neede to torment me 
yeet farther for that effe€t, for I proteft to you ypon my confcience and 
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honour, that I hawe not anie minde of anie kingdome» but of my God, 
the which I labour to gaine for the better ending of all my aflUdiounes 
and aduerfities. The burden fliall fall ypon you to dilcharge your con- 
fcience towardes my childe, touchinge that which fliall of righte pertene 
vnto him after my death in that refpect, and not to permitt, in the meane- 
time, the continuall pra^tifes and defignes and fecrete cariages which 
our ennemies in this your realme dailie make for the adwancement of 
ther furmifed pretences, labouringe on the other fide with our traiterous 
iubie€tes in Scotland, by all the meanes they pofliblie can, to haften his 
mine ; wheroff I craiwe no other better teftimonie then the charges 
giwen to your laft deputies lent into Scotland, and that which the iaide 
deputies hawe there feditiouflie praftiled without your priwitie, (as I 
beliwe,) but with eameft and fufficient procurement of my goode 
neighbours in the countie of Yorke, to his preiudice to prewale. And 
to this purpofe, Madame, by what right can it be mantained, that I 
the mother of my childe fhould be whoUie interdicted, not onlie to re- 
liwe his neceflitie fo urgent as it is, but alfo to hawe anie notice of his 
eftate ? who can be more carefuU, regardfull, and fineeire therin, then 
my felff ? whome doith it more nearelie touch and conceme ? At leaft, 
if fendinge vnto him to prowide for his laiftie and preferwation, as the 
Counte of Shreuifburie did, on your parte, let me underftande it had 
pleaied you to receiwe therin my adwice, you had interpofed your felff 
boith with better occafion, and greater obligatioim on my behalffe, as I 
fuppofe. Coniider weele with your felff, what you hawe lefte for me to 
imagine, when fb fuddenlie forgetting the offences, which you pretended 
to be committed againft my fonne at that time, when I requefted you 
we might boith together fend towardes him, you diipatched meflengers 
to him where he was prefoner, not onlie without giwinge me notice 
theroff, but reftraininge me at the fame time of all libertie, to the intent 
that by no meanes I might heare anie newes of him. If the content of 
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them^ wlio managed in your r^;arde lb redelie this vifitation, was for his 
preferwatioun and fetling of his peace, they ihould not hawe beene fo 
carefiill to hawe keepte it from me, as a thing wherin I wold not hawe 
concurred with them, and to hawe made you loofe the thankes which I 
fliould hawe beene indebted to you therfore. And to ipeake plainelie 
to you, I praie you ufe no more fuch meanes nor perfons, for 
dt I holde my L« Carie o wer much regardfull of the place, he cometh 
of for to engage his honour in anie willanous a£tion, he hath yeet an 
ailiftant fworne of the houfe and &£tion of Huntingtoun, by whofe euil 
offices iiich an euil a£tion could not but liTue to the like effe^ It 
ihall then onlie fiiffice me, that you fu£fer not my fonne by this peace 
to receiwe anie damnage, which is all that I ewer heirtofore requefted 
at your handes ; yea, ewen then when an armie was fent vpon the fron- 
tiers to hinder the proceidinge of iufiice of that deteftabletraitour Morton, 
and that none of youres heirafter medle with the afaires of Scotlande, if 
it be not with my knowledge, to whome all the knowledge theroff of 
righte doeth belonge, or with the affifiance of fome one of the parte of 
the ChrifUan king of Fraunce, my goode brother, to whome, as our prin- 
dpall kinnifinan, I defire to imparte all thinges in this caufe, for the litle 
credite he male hawe with the traitours which deteine my fonne for the 
prefent. This, notwithflandinge, I do openlie declare ynto you, that I 
holde this lafi conQ>iracie and innoyatioun, for a mere treafbn againft the 
liffe of my fonne, the goode of his afaires, and the goode of peace ; and 
that fo longe he is in the fiate he is in, (as it is giwen me to underftande,) 
I will make no efteeme of woorde, writinge, or anie other a£te that 
commeth from him, or paiTeth vnder his name, as proceedinge from his 
frie and naturall diQ>oiitioun, but onlie from the fidde conQ>iratouriB, 
which, by takinge of his liffe into ther hand, ufe him as a maike for 
them felwes and ther afaires. 

But all this libertie of fpeech, Madame^maie in ibme parte di£> 

8 
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pleale you; jeet it is the werie truth it felff: You will holde it, 
I aQure me, werie ftraunge that I proceede yeet to importune you 
with a requeft of greate importance, and yeet werie eafie for you 
to graunte and effedtuate, that is, that not hawinge had hitherto anie 
power in accommodatinge my felff pacientlie fo longe time to the 
rigorous entreatie of this longfome captiuitie, and hearing my felff fyn- 
cearlie in all thinges, yea, ewen to the leafte that concerned you litle, to 
gett me therhye fome afliirance of your fawour, and to Ihowe you therfore 
fbme parte of my entire affection, I praie and deiire you, for the honour 
and dolorous paflion of our Sauiour Jefiis Chrifte, to permitt me to retire 
ibme where without this realme to fome place of repofe, to feeke fome re- 
leafe and confortefor my poor languiihinge bodie fo wesed with continuall 
forrowe, and with libertie of confcience to prepare my foule to God. 

Beliwe me, Madame, the phyfitions, which you fent to me thb laft 

fomer, mighte weele enough enformed you, that I hawe beene broughte 

thorowe longe gpreiffe fb lowe that I can not liwe longe, fo that ther 

can he no fimdatioun or jelofie or miftnifie on my parte, which, not- 

withflandinge, take on my parte and behalff fuch afliirances, iufle and 

reafonable conditiounes, as you will. The greater force refteth ftill on 

your parte to make me keepe them, albeit I will not for anie thinge 

breake them. You hawe had iufficient experience of the obfenratioun of 

my fimple promefes, and fometime to my owen preiudice, as I hawe 

ihowed you often : For two yeares ago, remember your felff in the fame 

werie fubie€t, I wrete then vnto you howe, by no meanes to much as 

by fweetnes and gentlenes, you coulde binde my hearte vnto you, albeit 

you imprefoned my poore feeble bodie within foure walles, thefe of my 

d^rie and nature beinge not to be forced, or gained by force, conftrainte 

and rigoure. Let the greate God judge all. Your prefon, againfl your 

promefe fb often made and renewed to me, hathe, without all right or 

iufte fundatioun^ deftroied my bodie, of which fhortlie you fhall hawe an 
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end, if it continewe there yeet anie longer, and my ennemieB iliall not 
hawe much more time to latiffie iher crueltie vpon me. There reft* 
eth nothinge but mj fbule, which is not in your power to capliuate. 
Giwe it, then, a litle more roome to take more frielie the breath of her 
Caluatioun, which fhee onlie feeketh after at this dale more then anie 
greatnes of the world* 

It feemeth vnto me it fhonld be vnto you a greate and large latiC- 
teuSdoUf honour and adwantage, that my deadlie and fpitefuU ennemies 
treade my liffe ynder ther feete, ewen till they ftifle me before you ; in 
fieade wheroff, if in this eztremitie you nowe werie late leiwe me be* 
tuine ther handes, yeet, goode Madame, abridge ther crueltie and giwe 
ibme relea£e, boith to my ibule and bodie, and fb fliall you greatlie 
oblige me* ynto you, and all thele which i^rteine ynto me, but fpe- 
ciallie my poore childe ; touchinge whome by that meanes you maie 
perhappes aflure your ielff, I will not ceafe to importune you inceflimtlie 
in this requeft vntill you agrie mto me, and therfore I defire you to 
make me knowe your intention, hawing attended for to pleafe thefe two 
yeares by paft vntill this prefent, to renewe the inftance of my requeft, 
whenmto the miferaUe eftate of my health d'oeth prefle me more then 
you can thinke or imagine. In the meane time, prowide, if it pleaie you, 
that I maie be better entreated ; for it lieth in my power, and remitt me 
not to anie others difcretion whofbewer more then your ielff, of whome 
onlie, (as I laft wrete vnto you,) I will holde all the goode or the euil 
which I Audi in yoiur cuntrie receiwe, becauTe if your promefe. Do me 
this fawour that I maie underflande your owen intention, by wretinge 
to the ambafladour of Fraunce for me. For to fettle my felff vpon that 
which the Counte of Shreuifburie or others (hall fide or wrete on your 
behalffe, I hawe experience enoughe that it can not be iufficient enoughe 
for me, the leaft fiibie^ they ihall dewife or imagine, to innovate all 
from the daie paft till the morrowe followinge. 



140 HISTORY OF 

Befides this, the laft time that I wrete to thofe of your councell, you giwe 
me to underiland that I ihould not deale with them, but with you allonet 
and fo farre foorthe to extend ther credit and authoritie to do me enil and 
mifchieffe, as it hapned, in this my laft reftraint, wer contrarie to your 
meaninge. I hawe beene werie unworthelie entreated, that giweth me 
occafion to doubte, that fome of my ennemies in your laid councell hawe 
procured expreflie, that others of your councell wer not partakers 
of my iufte complaint, feeinge not, perhappes, ther companions cliewe 
to ther wicked attemptes againft my liffe : either hawing knowledge 
theroff they wold, for your honour, hawe oppofed them felwes againft 
them. 

Two thinges hawe I finallie and chieflie to requeft : the one, that as I 
am neare to depairte out of this world, I maie hawe neare ynto me fome 
honourable man of the church, to the end he maie dailie put me in remem- 
brance of the iomeie I hawe, and to inftru£t me howe to do accord* 
inge to the truth of Gods woorde, according to the direction wherofi^ 
I am fuUie refolwed to liwe and die. This is the laft duetie which to 
the moft miferable catiffe that breatheth can not be denied ; and this 
a libertie which you giwe all ftrange and forren ambafladoures, as 
all other Catholike princes giwe to yours ezercife of ther religion. And 
I my felff hawe newer forced my fiibie£les to anie thinge contrarie to the 
profeflion of ther religion, albeit I had all power and authoritie owerthem. 
I beinge in this extremitie of the libertie you giwe others of meaner 
qualitie and degrie, I praie you, can you iuftlie do it ? did you ewer hawe 
anie care to caufe me be infiru£ted otherwiie? What ad wantage 
will you gett by denyinge me ? I hope God him felff will excufe me 
beinge opprelTed in this forte by you. If I offend in woorihipeinge him 
outwardlie as I wold, when as I hawe no libertie to do it £o^ if in 
fecretlie 1 do it in my heart, as he hath apointed me, you ihall giwe a 
moft badde example to other Chriftian princes, to ufe againft ther owen 
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fubie&esy the iame rigour which you uife againft me, a Soweraigne 
Queene, and the nearefl kinnilwoman you hawe in the earth, and (halbe 
while I liwe, in deQ>ite of all my ennemies whatfoewer they be. 

I will not importune you nowe, for the adwancement of my houle, for 
the Ihorte time I hawe nowe to liwe. I demaunde then onlie of you 
two chambermaides, to helpe me duringe my iicknes, proteftinge vnto 
you before God that I hawe werie greate neede of them. Albeit I wer 
a poore creature of the meanefi Ibrte, and not a Soweraigne Queene 
and nearefl; kinnifwoman, nature, humane curteiie might make procure 
you to afforde me this much wnto me. Graunte me this for the honoure 
of God, for whome you and I as his anointed goweme for him heire 
belowe. And lat it [be] feene that my ennemies hawe not fo much credit 
with you againfl; me, as to exercife ther wengeance and crueltie in a 
mater of fo litle confequence, and dependinge vpon a fimple office of 
humanitie. 

I will come nowe to that wherewith the Counte of Shreuifburie hath 
charged me, if fuch a one as he male charge me, that contrarie to my 
promefe made to Beale, and with out your priretie, I hawe n^otiated 
with my ibnne, to yeelde to him the title of my croune of Scotland^ 
hawinge bounde my felfif not to proceede in it but by your adwife ; and 
that when I Ihould thinke goode to do this, I Ihould fend one of my 
ferwantes with one from you, to be ruled and directed in this bufines by 
one of youre ferwantes. Thefe be, (as I take it,) the Gountes owen 
woordes. I hawe tolde you heire before, madame, that Beale had newer 
anie abfblute promefe of me owertures, touchinge which I coulde not 
in anie forte be bounde, without the foir^oinge performance of the con- 
ditions which I had oppofed ; to the which he was f b farre from beinge 
fatiffied, that I had, on the contrarie parte, not fb much as ani^ aunfwere, 
nor of his pairte harde him mention anie thinge theranent. And in this 
regarde, I weele remember, that the Counte of Shreuifburie, defirous to 
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drawe from me newe confirmation of that which I had fiude to Beale, 
I replied to him werie plaineliey that it was in cace the laide coaditionB 
had beene accorded on and performed ynto me. Boith the one and 
the other be jeet liwinge to teftifie it ynto you, if thd will Qteake the 
truth* 

Since that time, perceiwinge no aunfwere giwen me therofl^ but on 
the contrarie by the delaies and liirmifes of my ennemies, continewed 
more licentiouflie then ewer, ther praAiles builded vpon the ibiouminge 
of Beale fo neare vnto me, to croile my iufte intentiouns in Scotland, 
as the effeftes hawe weele witnefled, that by this meanes the gate laie 
open to the ruine of my fonne, I tooke your filence as a refute, and 
difcharged my felff by expreffe letters, afweele to you as to your councell, 
of all that which I had treated with the iidd Beale. I made you priwie 
ynto that which the Kinge and the Queene wrete ynto me with ther 
owen handes, concerninge thefe a£ure6, and required theroff your adwife, 
which is yeet to come : with the whidi my intention, in werie truth, I 
was to proceede if you had giwen me your adwife in time, and if you 
had fuffered me to fend vnto my fonne affiftinge me in the owertures, 
which I had propofed to you to eftabliih betuine thele two realmes, a 
lowinge amitie and perfite intelligence for the time to come. But to 
binde my felff nakedlie to followe your adwife before I knewe what it 
mighte be, and to fubmit for the woiage of our people, mine to the dif- 
cretion of yours, and that in my owen cuntrie, I was newer fo limple as 
to thinke it. Nowe I remitt to your confideratioun, if you wer priwie 
to it, the falfe place which my ennemies heire hawe plaied in Scotland, 
to bring maters to the paflTe they be at, whether of us hawe more yp- 
rightlie and fynceirlie proceeded, God be iudge betuine you and me 
and them. Beholde yeet againe the aduertifementes which my traiterous 
fubie6tes of Scotland might hawe giwen you, you Ihall finde it, and I 
will mantaine it before all Chriflian princes, that there is no paiTed on 
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my parte anie things to your preiudice^ nor againft the goode and quiet 
of this realme^ which I affe^ no lefie then anie councellour or fubieffc, 
knowinge that one dale it will either come to me or mine after me. 
It was Q>oken to gratifie my fonne with the name and title of a kinge, 
and to aOiire him of the (aide title, as alfo the rebelles of all impunitie 
of ther offences pafl» and to fett all thinges in reft and quiet heiraftier, 
without innovatioun of anie thinge. Was this to take the croune from my 
fonne ? My ennemies, and you in ipedall, (as I thinke,) wold not hawe 
him Aire theroff ; and iherfore be werie weele content that he holde it, 
by unlaufiill meanes of fome traiterous ennemies, of all antiquitie of all 
our race to roote it out, or elles to conweie the croune from me and him 
to them, who neither by the lawe of Ood nor man hawe anie righte, 
whether they ftrangers be by birth, or home borne traitouris. Was this to 
feeke iuftice for the paft offences of the laide traitouris, whome newer 
anie clemencie could gaine or winne ? But an euil confcience can newer 
be in quiete, bearinge ewer about with her her owen tormenter. Was 
this to alter the quiet of the cuntrie, or to procure it by deiacinge all 
thinges pafte, and ^ablifliing a generall recondliatioun amongft all 
fubiedtes ? 

Is it that which our ennemies heire feare fo much, which they make 
ihewe they defire ? what preiudice was there in this done vnto you ? 
Marke it then, and make it be iuftified, if you pleafe, or can, in anie other 
thinge, I will aunfwere it publi£tlie vpon my honour : AUace, Madame, 
will you fuffer your felff to be lb much blinded by the cunninge of my 
ennemies, as to eftabliih after you, and perhappes againft your felff lew- 
inge and feeing them there iniuft pretentions to this croune ? Will you 
fuffer it, beinge yeet aliwot to ruinate and make fo cruellie perifhe 
thole who touch you fo neare in harte and bloode ? This can newer [be] 
honourable nor goode TUto you, that by ther meanes, I and my childe 
ihould be fo longe leperated, and wee boith from you, and our crounes 
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from us all. Take againe the olde arles, earneft of pledge of your lowe 
and kindnes, and bind yours to your fel£^ that feeinge all thinges is par- 
doned betuine us, as on my pairte I call the ieare and fearcher of all 
hearts to witnes, they be frielie forgiwen, giwe me this contented ioye, 
that I be no more trubled by my ennemies, or in my conlcience, that 
my foule deliwered from this bodie be not forced to fend foorthe fighes 
to God, for the iniuries you hawe [made^ to be done to me here belowe, 
but on the contrarie, departinge in peace with you out of this captiuitie, I 
maie go out of this bondage chearfuUie to my God, whome I praie to 
mowe your hearte to giwe eare to my moft iufle complaintes and 
greiwances. Shei£felde, 18. November 158S. 

Your mofl defolate, neareft and affe£tionat cofinge and fifier, 

M.R. 

Beholde goode declarations; beholde moft apparent iuftificatiounes ; be- 
holde offerres full of fubmilfion; beholde praiers and requeftes that might 
mowe an hearte more harde then flinte, if not adamantine I But to what 
end and purpole I Elizabeth diflembleth as ihee was wont, and maketh as 
if flieeknewe them not ; and infteade of mitigatingeher cruellaffiftiounes, 
ihee becommeth more auftere and rigorous then before. Shee wold putt 
her to an difhonourable death, but ihee can not bringe it to paiTe as ihee 
wold : ihee fent an Engliihe cooke for her mouth to poifon her, but it 
was difcowered by her faithfuU ferwantes. It could not likewiie be exe- 
cuted by Wallinghame his procurement, becaufe his copartners, who 
with him commaunded it, iaide it was no thinge to kill the Queene pre- 
foner, if the Ibnne wer lefle aliwe, or if ther wer not Ibme apparent 
pretexte and fpecious Ihewe, to take awaie the title of the croune of 
Englande from the fonne afweele as from the mother* I ihould be too 
tedious, if I ihould recount the hundreth parte of the indignities that 
was done to this Ladie, duringe the time of her emprifonment* Did they 
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not caufe, in ipite of her, hange a papift ftreight foirgunft her ludginge 
windoes, therby giwinge her to underftand that the fame death did 
abide her ; and they had indeede accompliihed ther defignes, if fome of 
the wifer foirte had not by manie forcible ftronge reafons withiloode the 
dilhonourable purpole. Lafllie, it is concluded to butcher her, and to 
fliaddowe the lame with fome culloure of iuile wengeance, and finde 
Ibme crime to giwe a pretexte to ther tyrannicall proceedinges, and to 
perfwade idiottes, if anie wer fb grofle or fenfles in the world, that they 
followed the courfe of iuflice, all ftomocke fett aparte, and all former 
malice laide awaie, and all affedtions contrarie to right and reaibn 
being buried, they delired no thinge fo much as the laiftie of Gods true 
woorihipe and religion and of ther Queene ; and for this. intent a Par- 
liament was called 23 of November, and a ordinance made in it in 27 
yeare of Elizabethes raigne, it littinge yntil the 39 of March nexte after. 
In the firft littinge theroff, a queftion was dilpatched with this title, *' An 
A€te for provifion to be made for the furetie of the Queenes Maiefties 
moft roiale perlbn, and the continouance of realmes peace/' 

To Ihowe the exquilit and affedted meanes they hawe to cuUour ther 
defignes to maflacre cruellie this innocent ladie, heirafter folloueth ther 
malke to effe£t the lame, ther Acte of Parliament : — 

" Becaus theconforte andgreate felicitie of the whole ftate of thisrealme 
conMeth, nexte after God, in the preleruation and laiftie of the moft ex- 
cellent maieftie of the Queene ; and it appearinge manifeftlie vnto us, 
that manie complottes and cariages, not longe lince, hawe beene prepared 
and enterpriled, afweele beyonde lea in ftrange and forren cuntries as 
within this realme, to the greate danger and preiudice of the moft 
roiale perfon of her Heighnes, to extreame mine of the comoune wealth, 
if in the mercie of God the thinge had not beene rewealed for this 
-caufe ; and to prewent the greate perrUe which by this meanes might 
otherwife encreafe heireafter, by the meanes of liich deteftable and 

T 
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dewilUhe pra£l;ife8, at the humble Hdte and fervice, petition and requefi, 
of our Lordis fpirituall and temporal, and the thrie eftatee of this prefent 
Parliament aflembled, and hj the authoritie of the &ide Parliament, 
let ther be made an A6le inregiftred» that if it hempen after this prefent 
Seffion of Parliament ther be made anie open inyalion or rebellion, 
or prepared within anie of the realmes or dominiouns of her MidefUe, 
or if anie thinge be attempted to the detriment of the moft roiale 
perfon, by or in fawour of anie perfon that wold or coulde pretend 
anie righte or title to the croune of this kingdome after the deceafe of 
her Maieftie ; if ther be made anie proie6te or dewife to the preiudice 
of her roiale perfon by anie pretendinge fuch righte, or with his confent 
or knouledge, or priwitie of the faS^e, that then by the commiflion of 
her Maieftie vuder her greate feale, the Lordis, and other of the priwie 
councell, and fiich other Lordis as hawe woice in Parliament, as it ihall 
pleafe her Maieftie to name, makinge together with them of the coun- 
cell the number of 24 at the leaft;, affified with fome of the iudges of 
the courte of record at Weftmiofier, fuch as it ftiall pleafe her Maieftie 
to appoint and ordaine in that r^airde ; where the greater pairte of 
the (aide councell, Lordis and iudges, ftiall hawe power and authoritie, be 
wertue of this ordinance, to examine all and fingular luch oflfences 
foiriaide, and all the circumftances theroff, and to giwe iudgement of 
them, and fentence vpon them, as they Audi fee by goode prowes the cace 
required : and aflier fuch fentence and iudgement giwen, and dedaratioun 
of it made and publiflied, by letters of her Maieftie vnder the greate feale 
of England, all fuch perfons, againft whome fuch fentence and iudge- 
ment hath beene given in maner foirfaid, fhalbe excluded, be diiabled, 
and made incapable for ewer to hawe, demaunde, or pretend anie 
righte to the croune of this realme, or anie of the dominions of her 
Maieftie, Botwithftandinge all precedent* lawes, or ftatutes to the con- 
trarie ; and in wertue of this ordinance and commiflion of her Maieftie 
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therupon, all the fubiedes male iufUiey hj all meanes poffibley be it by 
waie of fa£te or otherwife> perfue to death fuch penrerie and mifchei* 
wous perTons, by whome, or by whole meanefit, confent or priwitie» anie 
iuch inrafion, attempt, or rebellion, in the forme afoirlaide, ihalbe 
deamed to be done, or hath attempted, procured^ or imagined anie fiich 
a£te againfl the iaide perfon of her Maieftie, in like foirte, all ther 
adwifers, fawourers, adherentes, or complices : And if anie like a&e 
come to be executed againit her moft roiale perlbn, by the which the 
liffe of her Maieftie flialbe taken awaie, (from the which God 
of his greate mercie preferwe her,) then all perfons by or for whome . 
fiich an a£te ihalbe executed^ and ther heires, participant in anie 
maner, confentinge, or hawinge anie knowledge and intelligence of 
fuch a foule fafte, (hall, by wertue of this ordinance, be excluded, 
and be made ynable to enioye, pretend to, or demaund, the croune 
of this realme, or anie other of the dominions of her Heighnes, not- 
withfiandinge all precedent, lawes and ftatutes whatfbewer to the con- 
trarie.'' 

See heire the werie groundes and fimdatiounes of ther proceedinges 
againft the Queene of Scottes. Shee is noted to be the wicked perlbn, 
by this ordinance of the flates of England, as if ihee had been alredie 
guiltie of rebellion, and all, &c. It is againft her liff dewiled» and 
fhee is noted to be the onlie infbrument of all this milcheiffe, to de- 
fraude her and her of ipringe and pofl»ritie of the croune they had a 
iuft righte ynto. Dodtour Wilfon wold reporte the newes, if he wer 
aliwe, to be confronted to Do£bour Windem, whome they efteemed not 
without caufe the beft lawer in England : he wold mantaine it to ther 
faces, that after the death of the Duke of Norfolke, this Wilfon, then ther 
Maifter of Requeftee, was (ent vnto him by thofe of the councell to knowe 
of him, if there wer anie municipall lawe vpon which they might hawe 
anie grounde to putt to death the Queene of Scottes, and to make anie 
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formall procefle againft her ; who aunfwered them that ther was none ; 
fo that his aunfwere was diredUie oppofite and contrarie to ther difloiale, 
perwerfe and tyrannous dewiliihe intentiounes. 

At this time, the L. of Cauaignes frenchman, fince executed for 
heigh treafon at Pans, was n^otiatinge in England, I knowe not 
whie, if not for that amongeft other bufines he foUoued the death of 
the Queue of Scottes, as an agent for the French that wer her enne- 
mies. His caufles and meanes wer the werie lame, comprifed in the 
flanderous and infamous libell made and publiihed priw4Iie, from hand 
to hand, and dedicated to Q. Elizabeth, Tuder the title and infcription 
of the Mominge Watche. 

The Englifhe, thus informed that the lawes and precepts of iufiice 
did not yeelde ther protection and aflent to them to effe&, ther cruell, 
and more then Scythian defignes, without forder delaie, refpeCtinge 
no forder formalitie of lawe, dilpatches a poft with all poflible Q>eede 
to the Earle of Shreuiiburie, Erie Marihall of England, cheiffe iuftice 
in criminall caufles, charginge and commaundinge him, all delaies fett 
afide, ypon the receipt of the letters, to caufe the heade of the empre- 
foned Queene to be cutte off from her ihoulders. This pofte beinge 
diQ>atched with all diligence, Megara could not fleepe^ but feekinge 
out ane other Megara in foule, which ftrangelie tormented, the cruell 
decrie is r^ented of. They knowe what ordour to take } the Queene 
fendeth for Leicefter, her greate minion, whole adwile muft be had 
for a iufte lawe in all this greate bufines, whome Sir Walter Mildmaie, one 
of his moil &miliars, muft needes adwife ; (for of him lelff he was fo 
addicted to Elizabeth, if ihee wold go to hell, he muft needes keepe 
her companie,) who declared to him the greate offence to God and 
man, the greate diflionour fliould be impute to ther miflres, the 
ihame arifinge to the councell, the imminent danger of the Queenes 
perfon, the vndoinge of the whole realme, if the refolution of the death 
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of the Queene of Scottes wer executed, without all pretence of lawe, 
righte or reafon, or ianie apparent ihowe of iuftice : that fiich crueltie 
could not be excufed by no fhowe whatfoewer, and that all Chriftian 
kinges and potentates ihould be conftrained ypon ther honoures to 
take rewenge theroff ; that the example ihould be of a moft dangerous 
confequent, that the like cafe might be&ll ther miftres, if in the 
mutinie of her people fhee ihould flie into ' Scotland or Fraunce, or 
anie other cuntrie for reiuge, as this ladie fled into England, and that 
vnder cullour of promefes made to her, and aflurances giwen on the 
part of the Queene, her nexte kinne, and hawinge laid her liffe as a 
thinge of trufie in her handes, and all her whole eftate. 

Leicefter, ypon the examinatioun of iheie Q)eeches, perceiwinge 
his honour much more interefted (in r^^de of his familiaritie with 
his miftres,) then anie mans elles, he beinge fpeciall in her councell, 
vote yp quickUe out of his bed, goeth redelie to his miftres bed chamber, 
(whether often he was wont to go for les neceflarie buiines,) in his 
nighte goune, all alone, he telleth her aH the foirfaide inconweniences 
by fuch a bloodie tragedie, if fuch a cruell commandement and decrie 
wer executed. He had no fooner opned his mouth to utter thefe 
thinges, but fhee prayes him to giwe ordour to fiaie the ordinance 
alredie giwen. Therfore, inflantiie ther was an other gentleman, Mr 
George, to call bake the firfl pofle, difpatched in all haifte to giwe 
likewife a contrarie command to the Earle of Shreuifburie to ilaie the 
murder of the goode innocent Queene. There be fbme that reporte 
the whole mater otherwife, that the Ladie Stafforde, a ladie of honour 
of Elizabethes chamber, beinge in her bed, cried out in her dreame in 
a loude and fearfuU noyes, that fhee wakned her miftres the Queene, 
who demaunded her the caufe of fearfuU ihoutinge and outcrie ; and 
aflter fhee had wakned her out of her dreame with much ado, at length 
ihee aunfwered^ fhee lawe the Queene of Scottes heade cutte of, then 
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her miAres heade alio. The Queene then tolde here the like viiion 
in her fleepe had trubled her felff, wherwith fhee was much affirighted ; 
and that that was the cau£e fhee had fo fuddenlie [altered^ this determina- 
tioun of puttinge her cufinge to death. But be it £>» or howfoewer it 
was, I fee no inconwenience, wide both thofe mighte be the caufles of 
the fudden alteratioun of the cruell decrie. The laft pofte made fuch 
haifte that he arriwed almofl at the lame time with the firft that went 
before him with the foiriaide decrie for execution to the Earle» as 
faide is. But the laft caried better newes^ ftraitlie commandinge him 
to keepe his prefoner, and tellinge him hj wrate from the Queene» that 
althought her cufinge had deferwinge for attemptinge to marie with 
the Duke of Norffolke without her knowledge^ to the greate hinder- 
ance of the Gofpell, and furtherance of poperie> (which I my fel£P do 
more tolerate, fhee mighte as trulie hawe laide, in that I fuffer recu* 
lande in my dominions for a litle monie to be brought to my cof- 
fers) : thefe thinges, I laie, confidered arightei I might iuftiie ride her 
out the waie ; yeet I pardon her with all my heart, and giwe her liffe, 
not dealinge with her as ihee delerwefif, but accordinge to my demencie. 
To whofe cruell and iniufie acculatiounes the Queene, (after fhee 
had red Elizabethes letter to Shreuiiburie, aimfwered, and his declara- 
tion of the contentes of it,) fullie reported in Elizabedies proieftes fhee 
intended, therby fullie vnderftoode of her Maieftie, fhee rq)lied, fhee 
newer attempted anie thinge againfi the honour of a Queene, nor her 
cufinge in fpeciall, (as knoweth God,) fhee newer had anie inteUigence 
with ftrangers or ennemies to confpire with them agaiidl her and her 
kingdome, and that God one daie wold be a iufie judge betuine them, 
and fhowe whether fhee wer guiltie of thefe thinges fhee falllie charged 
her, which wer in deede alledged, forged and dewifed acculatiounes to 
bereiwe her of her Me, wherthrowe fhee might the better execut her 
longe concealed proie6t, which was to hinder her and her fonne die 
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right of the kingdome, which ihee had, againft all right and reafon, 
ufurpedy and of the which her owen &ther difabled her by the ad* 
wife of the whole paifliament. Marke heire an A^e of Parliament 
made by her and her couneell, by the which they that defigne or im- 
agine in ther mindes anie thinge in the perfon or eflate of the Queene 
of England, and they that giwe aide, confort, or fawoure to thole in 
fawoure of whome, as pretending right to the croune, inch thinges is 
attempted, defigned or imagined^ ar declared criminalles, mable and 
vnwoorthie of inch rightes ; and it is permitted to all the fiibieftis of 
England, to kill and purfiie them to death, afweele by waie of fiidfc 
as by iuftice. A few monethes after, they founde in ther heades and 
imaginatiounes, full of trea£m and crueltie, that it is the Queene of 
Scottes that had not onlie imagined and proie6£ed,' but alio attempted 
againft ther miftres ; and therupon, without anie forme of iuftice, 
without gatheringe or confronting anie teftimonies, (as is required in 
proceile againft the baleft offendouris in the world), they caft her doune 
from her roiale eftate, and make her be aflafinated by the hand of cruell 
butcher* But to fiie the truth, they know weele in ther mindes, re* 
plenilhed with abominatioun and all iniqidtie, that the onUe caufe of 
her murder wai^ becauie ihee wold newer giwe ower the iufle title God 
gawe her, and thole that were to come of her ; wherin they followed 
the mominge watches reiblution, wherin the authour of that booke 
holdeth it a iufte caufe, and moft neceflarie to put the Queene of Scottes 
to death, becauie ihee was popilhe, and gaiwe annuities and penfions to 
papiftes. Whie did he not thinke it as nee^&rie to put EliJEafaetib a]£> 
to death, who manie a time lince ihee uiurped the nnale authoritie, hard 
the idolatrous mafle, and newer, to her dyinge daie, did remowe Ike 
ceremonies of the maffe, (which the mominge watche doeth condemne as 
dewiliihe), out of the church of England, yea, fuffered openlie in pub- 
lic); place manie moft abominable papifticall opinions to be taught, held 
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and mantained, together with hereiies alfo arifinge from thence to be 
broched abroade ; it is needefiill heire to fett them doune, they be frefhe 
as yeet in mennes mindes. The other caufies why Elizabeth putt her 
cufinge to death, alledged by her ennemies, Ipecified in ther falfe judge- 
ment giwen againfl; her Maieftie, haue onlie a culloure to fliadow ther 
tyrannie to make other princes not to difdaine them and their crueltie, 
nor to handle them and ther millres as they had done this noble Queene. 
When they made ther A& of Parliament, they knewe weele fhe mufte 
needes conlpire with Antonie Babington, againft the flate and liffe of 
Elizabeth ; they had fo goode ag^ntes boith at home and abroade, that 
this conlpirade could fall out no otherwife, but with ther goode likinge 
muft needes endanger the Queene of Scottes liffe, and her iufte title fhee 
had to the croune of England, which thinge you maie fee by the dewil- 
ifli complot it felff. Ther was one Gifforde an Englifhman borne, who 
from his werie infancie had beene trained up in the leminaries at Roome 
and Rhemes, and for the ipace of two yeares was he delte with by Wal- 
finghame his agentes, who was Elizabethes fecretarie, a fpitefull ennemie to 
her culinge. This goodlie companion Gifforde, leawing his profeflion, 
maketh diwers iomeyes and woiages to Paris, and goeth ower in Eng- 
land, he not being at all in anie thinge molefled, notwithftanding the 
ftridl fearch and inquirie was made vpon all that came thither from be- 
yond fea, yea and albeit he fhowe him felf outwardlie a profeiTed papilL 
This libertie this fellowe had, made boith papiftes and proteftantes 
thinke diwerflie of him. But to take all liiipition of treacherous deal- 
inge with the councell of England out of his brethrens harte, he paft 
foorth batcheler of divinitie, and tooke holie orders vpon him, and was 
made preift at Rhemes. Since which time, men began to be werie fuf- 
picious of him, feeinge him often to retire him felff into England at his 
pleibur, without anie moleflatioun or truble. Papiftes dubted the more 
of him, becaufe his onlie meanes to liwe on was by allowance he had 
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in his ordour. Nowe he did liwe in greate plentie of all thinges, 
hawinge of the SeminarieB, wherupon heirtofore the greate pcdrte of all 
his meanes depended no thinge. But fiich was the wickednes of the 
licentious liwer, he could not cower his wicked liffe, nor hidde anie 
longer in plotting his treacheries ; for at length, thej Ipjing his cariage 
and fcandalous hSe, committed him to prefon in the officialitie of Paris, 
where was found about him manie letters written with the ioice of an 
onion, and allonie with cyfers and diwerfe other papers, diwers me- 
morandumes and inilru6tiouns, hj the which one parte of his negotia- 
tioun was difcowered, and amongeft other thinges, howe he did certifie 
one Thomas Phillippes, Waliinghames agent, of all whatlbewer the 
catholiques did. 

To the effe6fc this their defigne, and to do them an office woorthie of 
memorie, mighte the better be brought to pafle, he drewe him felff to 
the companie of one Thomas Morgan, a gentleman much addicted to the 
Queene of Scottes, to whome he inlinuated his ardent zeale to do the 
faide Ladie ferwice, and that he knewe a greate manie Catholiques in 
England to be dewoted to her Maieftie, and that he had goode meanes 
to procure her deliwerie, and that ther was that negotiated in thole 
partes for her, and that he had him ielff for his owen parte, if he coulde 
be fumiihed with monie, wold deale in this buiines, and dire6t Maifter 
Morgan to hawe lecrete intelligence with thofe that had the doinge of 
this buiines in hand. He offered him felff two or thrie times to the Bifhope 
of Glafcoue, her Maiefties Ambafladour, who returned him bake, not 
giwinge him anie countenance, or communicatinge anie thinge with him 
in a mater of weight or confequence, from whome he retired him felff 
backe againe to Morgan, and by importune fute made to him, he obteines 
letter, boith from him and others, to Antonie Babington, and fome other 
gentlemen of his owen profeilion, whome Leicefter had borne no will 
to a longe time, and coulde hawe founde in his heart to hawe had longe 

u 
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ago ride out of the waie for his owen particulars. So ioone as he came 
in Englande, ftreighte goeth he with the letters to Wallhinghame, and 
after ar deliwered accordinge to ther &pericription. Thej laubour the 
mater fo fecretlie and craftelie, that they gett letters from the Queene 
that was prefoner, or from her fecretarioy which wer taken and then 
copied out by Sir Amias Paulet, her graces gaoler, who (endeth them 
flreight waie to Babington, and receiweth his aunfwere. Thefe thinges 
thus handled ar communicated to WaUhinghame, and by him be againe 
reported to the councell. 

The watch woorde is giwen to Gi£fbrde that he fhould ihifte for him 
felff, and to go into Fraunce to mantaine ther woonted and accuftomed 
ferwice, without anie feare of anie fentence of preicription or banifhe- 
ment to paflTe againft him, or if it did hapen to be giwen, it was but for 
a cuUour, it fhould not tume to his preiudice, it ihould ferwe for a 
malke to hid his defignes, and the better to plaie his parte without 
all fufpition of miftrufte heirafter. 

This kinde of proceedinge is not to be thought ftrange in Walfhing- 
hame ; theefe be his ordinarie practifes : He was fo impudent to fend 
a companion to Rome with falfe letters and leales, to take ypon him 
the perlbn of the baflarde brother to the kinge of Scottes, to difcower 
the intelligences the mother might hawe with the Pope, or that which 
might further her deliwerie ; but he was but a counterfeit, for the faide 
kinge had newer anie bale brother, as it is weele knowen. So this 
cufoninge mate was committed to prefon in the cafile of St Angelo, 
and after put into the inquifition, from whence he efcaped, by what 
meanes I knowe not ; but after beinge founde at Paris, and committed 
to prefon in the litle caftle, he died poorlie and miferablie ther, deliwer*- 
inge him felff from the due punifhment his treacherous attemptes did 
deferwe, notwithflandinge the faire promefes of Elizabeth, and the often 
vifitatiounes of her ambafladoures. There was.manie fuch like agentes 
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for Elizabeth at Roome and Spaine difcowered, and receiwed tker due 
puniihment* 

But to retume to Grifforde. After he had difpatched his negotiation 
with Wallhinghames goode likinge, the letters of Morgan, Babington 
and others, wer wieud and confidered hj the councell, and Sir Amias 
Paulet was directed thus, that he ihould leade his prefbner foorthe to 
difporte her felflF at the huntinge. But £hee was no fooner come into 
the feildes, then ther arriwed ther ypon a Hidden Mr George and 
Mr Wade, with a greate troupe of horfemen, who feafed ypon the 
bodies of her two lecretaries, Melvin the maifter of her houlholde, her 
purlbearer, and other ferwantes, fequefiringe them one from an other, 
not lufferinge them to Q)eake betuine them felwes, nor with ther 
miftres, threatninge them if thej did, they wold ilreight without delate 
flabbe them : they dilpatch and dewide ther prelbners to diwers places 
and keepers* As for her Maieftie, Paulet, by direction from the 
courte, as was forefeene^ caufled her to be led by a flronge garrifbn 
to a gentlemans houfe near bye, where ihee was keept without anie 
retinewe the ipace of eight daies, duringe the which time he caufled 
her clofett to be broken open : he tooke awaie all the keyes of her 
coffers and trunkes, and of all ferwantes trunckes : he tooke all her 
coine in golde, filwer, her jewelles, ringes, and precious attire : her 
bookes, memorandumes, inftru£liouns, ciphers, and all her papers. 
After thefe indignities offered her, he caufled her to be broughte 
by a flronge garrifon of armed men to Chartlie ; and from thence, 
leadinge her from houfe to houfe with manie reproches, without anie 
re^eft to the hienes of her perfon and honour, fliee is brought to 
Foderinghaie, the intended butcherhous where they had apointed to 
afiafinate her roiale perfon : a flaughterhoufe it is to be named, rather 
then a palace fitte for the habitatioun of fuch a Queene as fliee was. 
This rude, cruell willaine Paulet was apointed a Cerberus to keep 
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her, in regarde thej could hardlie finde fuch an other woide of all 
humanitie and mercie, except it wer traitour WalCbinghame. He was 
alfo commanded to empoyfen her, if he could effe£l it fecretlie, and if 
he perceiwed anie noife or fturre in her houfe, or about her ludgine, 
he was charged vpon his allegeance to kille her, not lookinge for anie 
forther authoritie ; for ther A61 of Parliament was a fufficient warrant 
to him in that behalffe. And to this intent did this miferable goutie 
catiwe, (feeinge the fire to hawe taken holde of the chimneie of her 
chamber, thinkinge it beene done of purpofe and deliberatlie, as an 
token giwen,) apointed foure of his gwarde to hawe killed her in her 
owen chamber, if ihee had made the leaft figne to fhunne the danger 
of the fire, which giweth a ftronge fiiQ>ition that the fire was kindled 
by themfelwes. 

They keepte her werie ilreightlie at Foderingaie, where fhee wanted 
all thinges needfuU for the entertainment of her roiale peribn ; and thi- 
ther wer directed, according to ther AA of Parliament, Commilfioners, 
fent not to make her laufull procefle, which they could not, nor ought 
not, but onlie to terrifie her, which they newer wer able to do, fiich was 
her confidence in her God, and her owen innocencie, and to giwe her 
a light audience in thole thinges fhee did fpeake, and Ipeciallie to cul- 
loure ther defignes in purpofinge to putt her to death. But the Com- 
milfioners, ioninge to the contentes of the letters of ther commifiion, 
did impudentlie awouch, that ihee had corrupted the fubie3;es of ther 
miftres to deliwer her felff from captiuitie, and to hawe difpoifelTed ther 
miilres of the croune and kingdome of England, and that ihee had 
praftifed againft her Hate and her liffe. The comfortles princes, doubt- 
inge what ther intent might be, and that vpon necelfitie it did feeme 
ynto her that ther defignes, that had fiich longe preparatiouns, muft 
come to fome dangerous ewent and ifiTue, ihee did long infift in her de- 
lay es and refuiall to awoide ther proceedinges, but hawinge alledged to 
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them perfun6torelie, and maner of acquite her qualities, and ther inconi* 
petencie and infufficiencie, denieth and excludeth vtterlie the confjpiracie 
by thera alledged, and that her iecretaries had written anie thinge to 
her knowledge or commaundement, that might turne to the preiudice of 
her cufinges liffe, or hinderance of her eftate, or anie wife corrupted her 
iubiedles in ther due obedience ; which Ihee folemnlie did Iweare and 
protefl, continewinge therin ewen to her lafi breath. Weele, quod £hee, 
if.my Iecretaries hawe wretin or negotiated anie wife belides my know- 
ledge that waie, that ought not to be imputed vnto me for the ower peri- 
lous coniequences for the liffe, the honour, the goodes, the reputatioun 
and faculties of all Chriftian princes and greate potentates, Ihould be 
expofed to the greate hazarde, if the firople wretinge of ther fecretaires 
might binde them in anie thinge : yeet for her felff, fhee did not thinke 
they had wretin anie thinge, either to Babington, whome Ihee newer 
knewe nor did fee with her eie, nor to anie other, for her libertie or deli- 
werie out of her iniufte and tyrannicall captiuitie, which all the lawes 
of the world permitt her to feeke to attaine ynto by all meanes poffible. 
But if for the procuringe of her libertie they had wretin, foUicited, 
and procured anie thinge preiudiciall to her perfon, or the ellate of the 

Queene her cufinge, they had gone beyonde her commiflion, commaundc- 

* 

ment and dire£lion, and therfore ther follie and temeritie fhould not 
turne to her blame or hinderance anie waies, who had newer agreed 
nor confented, nor plotted or imagined anie (uch thinge, ailuringe her 
felff that neither her fecretaries nor anie other wold mantaine the 
contrarie, if they wer brought to her prefence to face it. But all her 
fpeech is needles ; all her offeres ferwe to no purpofe, for the Lordes, 
the judges, the more parte of them wer her fworne ennemies, and wer 
ignorant, vnleamed, not ikilefull in the iudiciall afaires of a commoune- 
wealth : none luch wer admitted to come to her prefence ; no fuch man 
was fiiffered to heare her lauiull iuftificatiouns. For a faflbn to cullour 
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ther wiked defignes, when fentence is giwen againft her, they ar fend 
for and come, but ar not fuffered to heare her laufuU purgatiounes and 
aunlVirers to that which was laide againft : they will none of that, that 
ther cruell fentence fhould be rewoked, althought in the felflF iniufte : 
with a clofle mouth they be returned backe againe whence they came : 
the fentence is pronounced without examinatioun or confrontinge of anie 
witnes by them felwes, or the iudges of lawe beft acquainted with fuch 
laufuU proceedinges, the Secretaries, the wreteris of the plottes alledged, 
be newer brought to her prefence nor confronted. Shee is adiudged to 
die, without all ceremonies of iuftice ufuallie obferwed towardes the 
moft abje£t perfon of all. They depart altogether as ignorant for tak- 
inge true notice of the mater, or enformed by anie witnes of the truth 
of the caufe wherfore they came as the childe not yeet borne. 

But to difpatche the innocent ladie, and ridde her out of the waie, the 
fentence is diwulged ; the copie was fhowen to a werie fewe, and werie 
fewe hawe leene it, leaft the pronuncers fhould be efhamed theroff, it was 
fo iniufte, it was fo full of hidden myfteries they wold not hawe it made 
too commone or publifhed. The publicatioun of the fentence, with the 
commiliion to execut it, is fett doune heire, but the fentence can not be 
come bye, it was fo honeft. 

^* Elizabeth, by the grace of God, Queene of England, Fraunce 
and Ireland, defendrice of the faith, &c. It beinge giwen ws to un- 
derftand, with great apparence of the truth, to our greate forrowe, 
that fome litle while ago manie thinges hawe beene plotted, imagin- 
ed and refolutlie appointed, tending diredtlie to the offence and de- 
ftruftion of our roiale perfon, and fubuerfion of the flate of this realme, 
by forren invafions and domefticke rebelliouns, afweele by the Scottifhe 
Queene abyding in our realme ynder our prote6tion, as by manie 
other wiked perfons of her intelligence, which hawe frielie confefled it, 
and hawe therupon, after due informatioun, been judged and executed 
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hy the lawes, as they hawe deferwed. And albeit in truth, this hath 

beene to us a greate greiffe and deepe forrowe of minde, to thinke or 

imagine that fuch ynnaturall and monftrous a£tiouns hawe beene 

Yoluntarlie agreed and confented ynto by her againft us, that is a 

princes borne of our bloode, of our lexe, and one that was manie times 

before laiwed and preferwed in liffe and honour. This notwithfiand* 

inge, we hawe beene fo diredtlie drauen to beliwe that all is true, by 

wiewe and intelligence of ewident prowes, that hawe beene broughte 

before ws, of thinges coming and proceedinge from her, afweele as 

from the conQ)iratouris, which frielie and wiUinglie, without conitrainte, 

confefled ther confpiracies coniointlie with her, and prepared againft 

our perfon and realme, which we hawe goode reafon to thinke fhould 

be a thtnge werie dangerous to fiiffer to pafle to ther full and inteir 

eSeSt : for this caufe we hawe beene by diwers of our lordes of our 

nobilitie and others, our lowinge and &ithfull fubie^tes, feriouilie 

mowed and councelled to g^we ordour without delaie, to enquire and 

examine all thefe confpiracies awerred to be manie waies, to hawe 

beene made indire£tlie againft us and our realme by the laide Queene 

of Scottes, and to uife all meanes that be moft readie and expedient 

to refift, or rather to prewent them : And it greatlie diipleaieth us to 

proceede againft her, (beinge a Queene and daughter of a Kinge,) 

by ordinarie courfe and waie of our lawes of our realme, as we mighte 

laufiillie do, as by informatioun, decree infcription, confronture of wit- 

nefies, or other like meanes ; in regarde of our honour and her perfon. 

We ar adwifed by the fage councellouris giwen to proceede in the 

examinatioun in fiich a caufe, after the moft honourable waie that we 

can in this our realme dewife, accordinge to an A€t of Parliament laft 

made, the 23 of November, the S7 of our reigne : Accordinge to the 

which, by our commiflions ynder the Greate Seale of Englande, g^wen 

at the cafUe of Windfore, in the countie of Barkefhire, the fixte of 
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October laft, We hawe, for this effect, afligned, named, and appointed, 
and alTo ordained, all my Lordes, and other of my priwie councell, 
and fo manie courte Barons and Lordes of the Parliament of the firft 
range, and of auncienteft nobilitie of this realme, who, with my Lordes 
and others of my laide councell, make in number 42, ioninge with them 
Ibme of the chei£Fe and principall iudges of the courtes of recorde at 
Wefhninfter, making in all 47» to examine all thinges de%ned and 
imagined to the hurte of our roiale perfon, afweele by the faide Queene, 
called Marie Queene of Scottes, Dourier of Fraunce, as by other of her 
intelligence, and all ther circumftances, accordinge to the tenour of the 
laide [a£fc of] Parliament, and to giwe fentence and iudgement as they 
ihall lee goode prowcs the cafe requireth, as doeth appeare by the 
faide commifiion. And the greater pairte of the laide councellouris, 
my Lordes and iudges, named in our laide commiflion, that is, the 
number of 36, hawe, in hearinge the laide Queene, at her aboade in the 
caftle of Foderinghaie, at diwerfe littinges in publift place, mofl; exa£tlie, 
iuftlie, and with mature deliberation and adwile, examine all the ma- 
ters and crimes wherwith Ihee was charged and accufed, tendinge to 
the foirlade dangers mentioned in our commiflion, and all ther cir- 
cumftances, and hawe alfo harde and underftoode, in the moft favourable 
maner that they coulde, that which the laide Queene could or woulde 
laie to excule her lelff, and for her iuftificatioun : Vpon the which, a 
litle time after, that is, the 20 of October lafte paft, all the councell, 
my Lordes and iudges, hawinge heire conlidered, and vnderftoode, 
and examined the laide caule in her prelence, as is afoirlaide, with one 
woice, ailent and confent, after mature deliberatioun, hawe giwen 
fentence in maner and forme foUouinge : That after the firft of June 
in the S7 yea re of our raigne, and before the date of our commiflion, 
diwers thinges hawe beene plotted and imagined in this realme of 
England by Antonie Babington and others, with intelligence of the 
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faide Marie pretendinge righte to the croune of this realme, tendinge 
to the detriment, death and mine of our roiale perfon : and likewife, 
that after the firft daie of June afoirfaide, and before the date of our 
commiffion, the faide Marie, pretendinge right to the croune, hath plot- 
ted and dewifed within this iaide reahne diwers thinges to the detri- 
ment, ruine and death of our iaide roiale perfon, againft the forme of 
the iaide flatute : The which fentence and iudgement the iaidis Lordes 
and Commiifioners hawe with one accorde, cauiled to be made in writ- 
inge, and duelie ingrofied with the verball proceiTe of ther manor of 
proceedinge, which they hawe fubicribed with ther handes, as more am- 
plie appeareth by the report which hath beene made to us ; and after 
the iaide fentence and iudgement fo giwen and reported, my Lordes and 
other efiates in this Parliament aifembled, hawe manie times in open 
Parliament harde and coniidered the principall ewidences of the ia£te, 
the proceiles and circumflances vpon the which the faide ientence was 
grounded, and ther fufirages giwen in Parliament hawe affirmed it to 
be a iufle, true and laufuU ientence, and approwed for &ch by ther 
writinge to ws prefented, ihowinge vnto us howe they iawe doubtles 
the imminent and greate daunger to our perfon and realme, which 
might befidl if this fentence were not fullie executed. And therfore, 
by humble iupplicatiouns, and werie ferioua demaundes, with one accorde 
made vnto us, after they had accefle vnto us by diwers requeftes pre- 
fented vnto us, with manie reafons of greate importance, force and 
wertue, preiled and mowed ws to that which the iaide fentence, fo iuil- 
lie giwen by them, approwed, as it was iaide it was, by us vnder our 
Greate Seale, by prodamatioun, declared and publiihed, and in the end 
executed, accordinge to the tenure of the (aide A^ of Parliament 

But the iaide Lordes and thrie eftates, after fo many requeftes fo 
ieriouilie by them in Pariiament made, perceiwing by our woordes and 
aunfwers which we made, howe much it diipleafed ws to hawe fo hor- 

X 
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rible and ynnaturall attemptes of this Queene foundinge in our eares, 
and to heare them whofe precedent offences, manifeftlie and dangerouflie 
committed againfi ws, our croune and realme, wer owerpafled in our 
clemencie, repugnant to the adwife and requefl; of our fubieftes, made 
aiweele in Parliament as other where ; and further, underftandinge by 
ws how much we delired that by them and ther concurrence in gene- 
rail, and in Q>eciall or particular, fome other meanes expedient might 
be found to refift fuch wickednes, attempted afweele againfk us as the 
publi6t ftate of this realme mofl; quiet and peaceable, and the fecuritie 
of our goode and loiale iubiefles ; other, I fiue, then by execution of 
the faide fentence, as it was meete and convenient. After manie confiil- 
tatiounes by them iewerallie made, and conferences had by them altoge- 
ther in the name of all the Lordes of the Parliament, by the particular 
fufirages of all the aflemblie, and of the thrie eflates, with one generall 
confent reprefentinge the whole eftate of our realme, ewerie time that 
they had accefle vnto us, they hawe alleged, declared, and protefled, 
that by longe conlultatiounes and conferences, manie and diwers times 
by them made by our commaundement, and to content ws in that re- 
fye^y they could finde no other meanes and remedie to prowide for the 
fecuritie of our perfon, the prefervatioun of them and ther pofteritie, 
nor the continuatioun of the happie eftate of our realme, without pub- 
licatioun and due execution of the fiude fentence. For this confidera- 
tioun, not mowed onlie with our owen greiffe and offence, but ower- 
come with the ferious requeftes, the declaratiouns and reafbns of our 
laide fubie^es of greate weighte and importance, the nobilitie and 
eftate of our realme, who, in iudgement, lowe and naturall care of ws 
and our realme, exceede all the reft who hawe not fb much interefl;, 
and ought not fo much as they be efteemed ; and knowinge forder that 
the faide fentence hath beene honourablie, laufiillie and iufllie giwen, 
conformable to iuftice and the lawes of our realme, we hawe fuffered 
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our felwes to be broughte to ther defires, and accordinge to the Iftide 
flatute, by this our proclamatioun ynder the Create Seale of Englandj 
to declare, notifie and publiihe to all our lowinge lubiedtes, and to all 
other perfbns whatfoewer, that the iaide fentence and iudgement was 
giwen in forme afoiriaide, to the end that they^ and ewerie of them, male 
knowe it and fullieynderftand it by this our proclamatioun, which we will 
hawe broughte backe againe to our Court of Chancerie fb fbone a^ maie 
be, with the indorcement of the place and time it was done : Heirof faile 
you not. In teftimonie heiroff we wold hawe the fitide proclamation be 
made patent, and fealed with our Create Seale of Englande. At our 
houfe of Richmonde, 4. December, the 27 yeare of our raigne, 1586/' 

There be manie thinges heire to be confidered ; and in the firft, the 
pride, felf conceit and crueltie of the hautie minded woman intituling 
her felff Queene of Fraunce, as if fhee fo were, whereas fhee newer 
hath anie thinge there; whereas, with better reafon, her cufinge is 
more worthie, and hath that title, and yeet fhee attributeth to her felff 
this qualitie in fuch ibrte, that when fhee ipeaketh of the Chriftian Kinge, 
ihee doeth not name him Kinge of Fraunce, but the French Kinge, 
after a contemptuous and difilainefull maner, as Ihee doeth the Kinge of 
Spaine, and all other Chriftian Kinges, the Spanifh Kinge &c, as namelie, 
the Queene of Scottes, the Scottifli Queene, as if ihee her felff wer the 
Queene of Scottes, and onlie lb, but wer foweraigne Queene ower all the 
Kinges of Europe. Secundlie, ihee laith, that the Scottifh Queene was 
abidinge in her realme ynder her protection. If this woorde, protection, 
be taken for defence, you lee weele what protection Ihee had from her, 
and the iiliie weele declareth it. This kinde of protection hath the felie 
lambe in the mouth of the wolfe when he fucketh her bloode. But if it 
be taken for fubieCtion or wafiblage, as they will feeme to hawe it to be 
underftoode, it [is] amoft falfe lie ; for this Queene was newisr, nor could 
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he, fubie6l, nor ewer walde aknowledge or confefle her lelff to be a wallale 
to hen There be fome who alledge, that, by A&e of Parliament, fhee 
hath made all thofe to be declared fubiedt to her lawes which abide in her 
realme, of what eftate, condition, qualitie or fexe foewer they be : if it be 
fo, it is a manifeft token what fhee meant, and that this is an affe3:ed 
and exqiufite lawe againft the lawe of natiounes, to founde ther iurifdic- 
tion ypon the Queene of Scottes : But in this fhee is foolifhe, and her 
councell altogether ignorant and euil adwifed, feeinge it is not in her 
power to make lawes repugnant to the lawe of nature, and the lawe 
of all natiounes of the world, that fhould inwade her to awenge fuch 
crueltie inwented by her, (not beinge a laufiill Queene, but a bailarde,) 
tendinge to the difTolution and mine of all himiane focietie* 

Some alledge that the Queene of Scottes did yoluntarilie fubmitt her 
felff to this lawe, and fubfcribed, I knowe not to what aflbciation, with 
the fubie6tes of England, by which they be bounde to fweare and pro- 
tefl; to mantaine ther mifkres, and to rewenge to the laft cail all enter- 
prifes which fhalbe made againft her liffe and eftate. If it be fo that 
[the] Queene of Scottes hawe fubfcribed to this aflbciation with the fub- 
ie^tes of England, it is an infallible argument of her goode will to her 
culinge, and the crime impofed ypon her to be but forged and fubomed 
at ther pleafure, to ferwe for a pretexte of iuftice longe before prepared 
and defigned for preambles to her deathe. But I thinke not that fhee 
tooke Elizabeth ewer for her fuperiour, nor that fhee fubmitted her 
felff to her fcepter ; for it is certanlie knowen ynto all the ambafia*- 
douris of forren Princes, that fhee newer wold aknowledge that point, 
no, not althought it might hawe faiwed her liffe in fo doinge. But 
put the cafe, fhee had affociated her with Elizabethes fubie6les, it 
doeth import that fhee did it not to become her fubiedt, but that a6te 
which fhee did, (if anie fhee did, as is alledged,) was to fhowe her zeale 
and affedion to Elizabeth } and therfore it fhould not [be] wrefted befides 
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her intention to become a Ihare, and fo tume to her preindice» and be 
abided againft her thought being fo interpreted to take from her her 
liffe, honour, and title and right from her and her ifliie of the croune 
of England. If liich farre fetched interpretatiounes of Elizabethes owen 
Uiwes might be allowed and receiwed againfl; her intention, when fhee 
paft them as current, touchinge them with her fcepter, I thinke manie 
of them might be made inares for her felff. 

But to retume to our prelent mater we hawe in hande, about the 
Soveragnitie of a prince, wheroff ther is a greate queftion amongeft the 
greatefi lawers, and thus it is queflioned, Whether a Kinge or Soveraigne 
prince maie abafe him felff io farre foorthe, as to make his perfon or 
people liibiedt to the lawes of an other Kinge, and hj this meanes to 
loole and abdicat his iuriidi6tion, which is the eflential forme of Sower- 
aignitie. The refblution of the greateft clarkea is, that he can not do 
it. And fo it is to no purpofe for the councell of England to hawe 
drawen by thefe cunninge fleightes from this ladie, fuch a liibfcription 
of there league and confederation, lince ihee can not difmifie hier felff 
of her Soweraignitie : for prowe heiroff, let them aknowledge them felwes 
to be the popes waflalles and fubie£tes, if this probleame of thers holde 
for current la we. Did not Kinge John difmiiTe him felff of the croune of 
England, refigninge it ower in the popes handes, for him and his fuc- 
ceflbures, to be held of the pope in fie farme for payinge him a thou- 
fande merkes a year ? I thinke the councell of Englande will not faie 
this a6te was goode in lawe, albeit it was done by him with all cere- 
monies requifite, yea, althought the barons had approwed it with ther 
handes and feales, as no doubte fome of them did, and fpeciallie thofe 
that wer of his priwie councell for the time. So albeit this ladie could 
difmifie her felff of her Soweraignitie, as fhee can not in ther owen 
opinion, fo it is, that this pretended fubie3;ion, fo extorted from a pre- 
fonerby feare, or force and wiolence to faiwe her liffe and eflate, think- 
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inge by thele meanes to efcape ther bloodie handed, ihould take no place 
before anie iudge in the world. 

But I am aflured, and it [is] weele knowen, her Maiefiie was a ladie of 
fuch a pregnant witte, and inch curagious Ipirite, that newer fuch a 
thought came in her minde fb to hazarde her roiale perfon, and to ob- 
fcure her honour, that fhee wold ewer condiicend to that which all her 
noble aunceftoures did defend againft Elizabethes progenitoures, which they 
could newer attaine vnto. Who is fo rude and ignorant that hawe not 
harde it reported, that it was her Maiefties commoune Ipeach, when ewer 
they mowed her in anie iuch motion, that fhee wold newer fo dilmiiTe 
her frie Soveraignitie, that fhee wold preiudice her felff or fonne either 
of her croune which fhee had in pofleffion, or of the righte of an other 
which either Ihee had a righte vnto, althought fhee fhould [be] threatned 
therto by the lofle of her liffe. Shee could newer abide anie that wolde 
make the leaft motion of iubmiflion to Engliihe, or to demitte her theroff 
to anie other but her fonne. Shee faid ewer fhee wold newer fubiedi; a 
kingdome and flate, fo auncient, noble and famous, to a broken fcepter fo 
often owerthroune, conquered, and reconquered by fuch as had no title 
nor name of Soweraignitie, but lubiedtes to other Soweraigne Kinges. 
And fo to conforme my lelff in this opinion in all ther proceedinges 
made againfl her MaiefUe, lett the fhamles liar now Ipeake, if he can or 
darre be fo impudent, let him denie it if he can, whether did her 
Maiefiie ewer at anie time aknowledge Elizabethe to be her Soweraigne, 
or her felff to be in anie wife fubie6t to her ? did fhee not ewer denie, 
boith in woorde and wrete ? did fhee not alvaies denie to giwe yp her 
righte and title fhee had, or mighte hawe, to the croune of England, 
boith by woorde and wrete ? did not fhee ewer denie, that Elizabeth or 
her councell had anie righte to iudge her ? This maie be feene by her 
Maieflies owen letters heirafter. I can not, then, fee howe fhee can be 
vhder Elizabethes prote3;ion, and I thinke, in werie deede liiis alfertion 
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and Q>each to be flatte lies and manifefl illulion8» as is all the foliih nar- 
ratioun of the conlpiracies imagined and plotted by the Queene of 
Scottes^ as we fludl fee heirafter. 

Nowe touchinge that which is faide, that by the fage ad wife of hercoun- 
cell, proceedinge is made againft the Queene of Scottes in the moil 
honourable maner that maie be dewifed, I aunfwere, that if it be fo, her 
councell is werie evil taughte, and knowe neither goode, nor honour and 
honeftie ; and I praie God fuch honour maie befall them, as they hawe 
much better deferwed it then ewer ihee did. But in ib much that the 
narratioun of luch indignities was o£fered this ladie, ar rather to be 
learned of her owen mouth, and fo beleiwed for truth, then of anie man 
elles, I will lett doune a letter writen by her to a greate Lord, that was 
one of her moft faithfull and affe6tionat ferwantes ; which I thought 
goode to infert, to lett you ynderiland not onlie the forme of proceed- 
inge ufed againft her Maieftie, but alfo to make you knowe the true 
hiftorie and caufles of this tragedie defcribed by her lelff, without cul- 
loure or pafiion, (hee haMdnge no neede to dilguife anie thinge wretinge 
to him that did thoroulie knowe the eftate of her afaires, her liffe pafte, 
her intention, and the greater parte of her fecredes. 

** Monsieur, &c. After that I hawe longe deferred thorowe the 
danger of interceptinge, I hawe in the end condifcended to the motion 
which hath beene fo often made ynto me, to faiwe my feUf, if polfiblie I 
could. That which is befalne you fludbe my phyfition. There be werie 
fewe ferwantes lefie vnto me, and I knowe not howe longe thofe that 
ar with me Ihalbe fuffered to be with me. I knowe not whether I fhall 
hawe leafure to make my laft will, and whether they will giwe leawe 
to do it. I can not hawe anie to wrete for me : all my monie, jewelles, 
and papers be taken awaie from me. I hawe requeft but for one fer- 
want more, but can hawe no aunfwere. If this faele, you ar to be inftant 
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with his Holines, as with the Chriftian Kinge, and the Kinge of Spaine, 
the Duke of Lorran, and all other Chriftian princes, mj parentes and 
friendes, that mj papers, monie, iewelles and other mowables be reftored 
me againe ; and that fuch thinges as ihall appeare alredie to be diftributed 
amongeft my ferwantes, thej male enioye it, that my confcience maie be 
difcharged that waie. You will thinke thofe newes ftrange, if you hawe 
not as yeet harde of it, that by the mouth of my Lord of Bukhurft, Amias 
Paulet, my cruell jealour, and one Drewe Drurie Knighte, and Beale, 
it was notified vnto me that the affemblie of ther [councell] had condemn- 
ed me to die, which they faide they wer commanded to fignifie vnto me 
on the parte of ther Queene, exhortinge me to confeiTe and aknoweledge 
mine offences againft her, that I mighte die pacientlie and weele, to 
the difcharginge of my confcience. Shee fent vnto me a Biihope and a 
Deane, teUinge me the occafion of this my death, was the inftant requeft 
of her people, alledging, while I her competitrift liwed, (as it appeared 
that I had longe ago taken the name and armes of this croune, without 
willingnes to acquite it, onles I might ftand as fecond perfon,) ihee 
could not liwe fure in her eftate, feeinge the Catholiques called me ther 
Soweraigne Queene, and her liff had beene often pra&ifed againft to 
that end. Secondlie, and that wherunto fhee had more regarde, was 
that whilleft I liwed the eftate of her religion could not be aftiired. I 
thanke God, then, and them for the honour they giwe me, to be fo 
neceflarie an inftrument for the re-eftabliihinge of the religion within 
this whole Ifle, of which, (though vnwoorthie,) I wold take ypon me 
to be a moft eameft and zealous defendrefle, in the teftimonie wher- 
off, as I had often protefted, I wold willinglie ftied my bloode ; and 
further alfo I wold take vpon me, if for the publi£t goode and peace of 
this Ifle, the people thought that my bloode mighte ftande them in 
fteade, not to Ipare it, nor refufe to be liberall theroff, till the laft drope, 
in liewe and recompence of longe tuentie yeares emprelbunment that I 
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hawe beene heire deteined, flatte contrarie to your Queenes promefe 
by her owen hand wreete, and her ambafladoures, fo often made ynto 
me. But nowe I weele perceiwed fhee did all this and more to take 
me in her nettes, for I truiled her promefea lb much, that I refiifed the 
faithfiiU adwile of my owen fubie6tes and loiale cuntrie men, who wold 
never giwe me ther confent to feeke for anie fiiccour of Englande, 
who had fo often treacherouflie drawen my honourable aunceftoures by 
faire promefes, which they newer keepte, into ther fnares. As for my 
confcience, I faide I coulde difpofe of it without them, and that wold 
willinglie receive the holie facrament departinge this liffe, if I might 
hawe one to giwe me that and other conforte accordinge to my minde. 
They aunfwered me tauntinglie, I had enough to do, if I wer neither 
lainte nor martyre, for I died for the murder of ther Queene, and be- 
caufe I wold hawe diipofTeiTed her of her roiale Icepter and croune. 
I tolde them I was newer fo deiirous to afpire to honoures, that I wold 
come to them by murder, and that I was newer lb prefiimptuous, as to 
thinke my lelff woorthie of the name of a lainte or martyre : Let ther 
Queene, in her pretenfed maner, take thele titles to her, as Ihee prelump- 
teoullie with her father ufurped the title, heade of the church, which is 
proper to Jelus Chrifte alone, my onlie Sawiour and Redeemer. I laide 
forder, albeit by Godes permiilion, for caufles knowen to his diwine 
Maiellie, not by anie righte of lawe or iuftice that had my bodie in ther 
handes, and had power (aa laid is) ower it, yeet had they no power 
ower my foule to hinder me to hope that, by his mercie who fent 
his fonne to die for me, I maie enter into glorie : the power that they 
had of my bodie, I laide, was like the power of theiwes and robers ower 
an honeft and true man travellinge by the hie waie. I laide I was 
newer fo defirous to rule anie realme, that to attaine therunto I minded 
to filed anie mannes bloode by murderinge them, takinge awaie ther 
liife that wold loofe ewerlafiinge liff my lelff. God forbide that ewer 

Y 
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anie iiich thought ihould enter mto my hearte. I proteited and called 
God to witnes, before whome one daie ther Queene and I, and all my 
falTe accufers Ihould be prefented, that I newer dewifed, eouncelled, or 
commaunded her death, nor had anie minde to hurte her perfon for my 
particular, nor had anie intelligence with anie that intended or purpofed 
anie harme to her. Hoo, laie they, you hawe fiiffered, permitted and 
councelled that the Engliihe fhould name you their Queene and ther 
So weraigne, as appeareth by the lettei s of Allen and Lowis, and manie 
other more, and you newer contradi3;ed it : To which I aunfwered, I 
had vndertaken no thinge, but to hinder the doftours and men of the 
church to name me fo at ther pleafour. Further, they ailedged that the 
Pope did as yeet ftill praie for me vnder the name of that title: I aunfwer- 
ed, if he did fo, I was not priwie to it To be breiffe, I iaide, I defired 
to liwe in the church, as in the bofom of my mother, but not to murder 
anie in it to hawe ther place ; for in this point, I lawe the like in the 
perfuite that Saule made againft Dauid, but I could not, as he did, eCbape 
through the windoe, but that ther might of my bloode, thought it wer 
longe to, arile Ibme protedloures and awengeres of the innocencie of 
my caufe, and I doubted, but my God [[wold]] lee howe I was delte 
with on all handes. 

But nowe not longe lince the other daie, Paulet and Drewe Drurie, 
the more modeft and much more courteous by oddes, came to adwerlile 
me, that lince I was admoniihed to prepare confeflion and repentance 
of my &ultes againft ther Queene> but neither ther Bifhope nor they 
requefted me to remember my finnes againft my God, whome I ewer 
befeech to be mercifull vnto me throwe Jefus Chrifl;e, for all my grie- 
wous finnes againft his divine Maieftie done and committed, and againft 
all man and woman whatfoewer, and ipeciallie againft ther Queene, 
if in anie thinge I had offended her, but to craiwe her pardon that I 
had purpofe or intelligence to murder her, I newer thought on fiich a 
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mater, lett be to pra&iie it, and therfore wold newer craiwe forgiwenes 
at her handes, or anie man elles in her name, for that mater. They 
laide, if I wold not aknoweledge mj o£fence towardes ther miftres, that 
Ihee had commaunded them to take from me mj clothe of eflate, figni- 
feinge therbj that I was but a deede woman, without honour or dignitie 
of a Queene. I aimfwered, lince God by his grace had called me, 
thought they tooke awaie my cloth of eflate from me, yeet they could 
not take from me the white clothe of innocencie in the maters they 
charged me with, nor the kingdome of my Sawiour, who had afiiired 
me of it in my confcience, thorowe his merites who knoweth weele my 
innocencie in all thofe other imputatiounes moft iniuftlie laide to my 
charge ; and for the dignitie of a Queene, I had it of him in the lame 
merde, and was anointed theiin by his prowidence, and did holde it 
onlie of him^ and to him onlie wold I rander it with my foule. As for 
ther Que^M^ neither ihee, her couneelU nor her aflemblie of her cruell 
hearted fiate^ they could not take my liffe from me, nor my roiale dig- 
nities except the diwine permiflion had fuffered the lame. I muft faie 
with my Sawiour, they could hawe no power ower me except it had 
beene giwen them &om abowe. God my Creatour and my Redeemer 
gaiwe me liffe, honour and dignitie ; to thb Gt>d I giwe boith againe 
with all my hearte and my Ibule, trufttnge by his mercie to be fidwed. 
God is my onlie fuperiour ; as for your Queene I newer thought to aknowe- 
ledge her to be woorthie to be placed in the romne and place of my God. 
Godismy onlie fuperiour, and therforewill I neww thinke [^her] woorthie 
to be fb to me, nor her councell and aflembUe of her ftates to be my lau* 
full judges • tell her from me, thai I ihall die a frte and roiale Queene, 
in that dignitie God hath giwen mc^ in deipite of her and them.; and 
that neither ihee nor th^ haiwe anie power * or iiiperioritie ower me^ 
except fuch as theiwes.hawe at the com^ of a woode or hedge ower 
an innocent man and a true, goioge about his laufuU bulines. God can 
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fcourge with the rode, and then throwe the rod in the fire. The Lord 
{hall after mj death lett it be leene exemplifeed in them, that be the 
cauirers theroff, that they and the moft of them either before or on ther 
death, or after the lame, Ihall hawe no honour, conforte or greate 
elperance, but fliame, confufion and the worme of confcience, eatinge 
them yp like a gangren without all hope of conforte. I fhall, (by the 
aififtance of Goddes holie fprite guidinge me,) die chearfullie in my 
innocencie, when they, in the terrour of confcience, fearfullie fhall 
make an end of ther miferable liffe, onwillinge to pairte from this earthlie 
paradice, fearinge throwe the guiltines of ther crueltie againft me, they 
can not hawe accefie to the heawenlie paradice. Manie Kinges of 
England hawe been cruellie murdered, and therfore it leemeth no 
newe thinge to me to [be^ accounted one in that role : But this is my 
conforte, I ihalbe innocent of that which they pretend againft me to cloake 
my murder. God forgiwe them, and I pardon them with all my hearte. 
After, when my loiale, true and fietithfuU ferwantes wolde not at 
ther commaund, althought they wer hardlie threatned, put ther handes 
to worke to take doune my clothe of ftate, and did boldlte refiife it, 
and hearinge younge children crie aloude a wengeance ypon him and 
his companie, the burriour calleth to him feawen or eight of the 
gwarde to puUe it doune, and cowered him felff in it : which behold- 
inge I iaide, that cloth was newer ordained to hide thy treacherous 
and wicked delignes againft the dignitie roiale of a Prince. He aun- 
fwered me, lookinge ypon my chafle table, that it was not nowe time 
for me to exercife my paftime at the chafle, and therfore he wold take 
it with him. I Iaide, I thanke my God I newer recreated me at it, or 
anie other game, but I could forbeare it when I had anie eameft bufi- 
nes to go about, and fince this laft buJines came to my knowledge, I 
minded to recreate my felff onlie with ipirituall recreatiounes, and the 
conforte which the Lord in mercie hath affoorded me, more then I, 
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poore wretch, could expeGt or deiire at his handes. Thankes be to 
him therfore. 

I aflembled jefterdaie together my litle companie of attendantes^ as yeet 
lefte me, whome I directed to be true witnefles of my proteftatiounes, af- 
weele in my religion, as to dilcharge my confcience in that wherwith they 
fiilllie urged me, that is, that I fhould hawe diftiibuted the ellates of 
this realme, and other lies of the which I hawe cleared my felff, and 
which I newer knewe of, as knoweth God. I hawe charged them in the 
name of God, for the dilcharge of a goode confcience, that I hawe done 
for the dilcharge of my owen confcience that which becometh a true 
Chriftian to do, and hawe lefte no thinge behinde vnperformed which 
might fiaine the reputatioun of my honour and thers whome in anie 
waies I maie conceme. I am certanlie informed that they hawe bribed 
fome to laie I hawe done the like to haiften ther mifbres death. I laide it, 
and true it is, I neither knewe anie luch mater, nor yeet wold denie it, if 
fo had beene, but aike and craiwe mercie at Goddes handes, who hath mer- 
cie in ftore for all penitent linners, amongeft whome I count my felff the 
cheiffeft, but not in that which is falffie laide to my charge, asknowethGod. 

I commend vnto you my poor lerwantes, lb often commended : I 
recommend them ower againe vnto you, and all my weele willinge 
freindes, and that in the name of God ; they, goode people, hawe loft 
ther time, and all in the lofle of me : bid them adewe on my parte, and 
giwe them your beft councell in charitie. Commende me to Lutine, 
and bid him remember howe I promefed to die conftant, and that I 
am quitte of my promefe : Commende me to all of his minde, and tell 
him I am werie willinge, and ewer beene lb minded, to lacrifice my 
felff for the lalratioun of foules within this Ifle. Adewe nowe for the 
laft time, and hawe in minde the honour of her who fome time was 
your miftres, and weele willinge goode freinde ; and if by finifter in- 
formation or mifinterpretation of your ferwices, I hawe beene offended, 
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I praie jon and all mj fervantis to pardon me that which I maie hawe 
done in anger or mifiinderftandinge ; for I proteft, I thinke you not 
culpable in anie thinge towardes me, and I pardon 70U with all my 
hearte wherin fbewer you hawe offended me : and I praie you thinke 
that I aknoweledge my felff moft bounde to aU my ferwantes for all 
ther goode ferwices ; and that wold I hawe requited, if I had not 
beene prewented in the meanes, (as laide Lb,) and if it had pleafed God 
to hawe giwen me longer liffe, which lince it maie not be, I will 
heartilie prue vnto God at my lail: breth and end, thai my foule maie 
be laiwe, and to rewarde them better than ewer I could do. God be 
with you and aU my ferwantes, whome I muft leawe a» afmanie orphanes, 
to be prowided for of him who hath prepared for me his heavenlie king- 
dome, there to raigne with him world without [end]. To him, then- 
fore, be all glorie and honour* Amen. Foderinghaie, this Thurifdab, 
24NoTember 1^86. 

Your moft lowinge and goode miftres, &c. 

M. R. 
Under and belowe were thefe woordes wreten, thus — 

** They falflie mantaine that my cominge into this cuntrie was agunft 
my will, and that I could not hawe anie other place of refuge ; and 
that I, for that caufe, was in ther protedtion. I laide the contrarie, and 
it is true : and Lochinwar* Hereis the younger, and the heires of the 
Archbiihope of St Andrewe, with, fleminge, that tooke all of them let- 
ters of dilcharge ynder my hand, in that againil ther goode will and 
likinge I wolde needes come in to England, which they laide had ewer 
delte treacherouflie with fo manie of my aunceftouris that came within 
the dominiouna therof, althought by fidre promefes they had beene 
notified and iuMdted to come* And therfore I fiude, my father did wife* 
lie in retuminge backe againe when as he was about to hawe commed to 
Yorke to meete Henrie 8, and that they wer his faithfiilleft fubie&ea 
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who gaiwe him councell fo to do. But I commaunded my heft freindee 

to permit me to hawe my will, hopinge that, accordinge to promefe, I 

» 

Ihould hawe foimde freindfhipe where I hawe founden none; but in 
fieade theroff, all kinde of wiolence and perfecution, on my parte 
imdeferwed. I praie you gett me the wretes exemplified wiiich I 
gaiwe them for ther difcharge.'' 

I hawe fett doune this lafl; daufe as an appendice neceflarle to con- 
vince Buchannans hifiorie of impudeneie, in reportinge the difcourfe 
of the laft trubles in Scotland, to hawe fallen out and come to paflTe 
by the rebellioune of thole that floode fi>r the righte of ther laufiill 
Queene» accordinge to the goode likinge of Elizabeth, the pretended 
Englifhe Queene, whofe fii^oun he had ewer followed againft his cun- 
trie, and againft his true and laufull Queene and mifires. I am of the 
opinion he was the fonne of ibme commone ftrumpett, he hath lb de- 
fended in his wretis the dewiliihe wicked dealinges of thrie baftardis, 
Elizabeth, Murraie and Morton, againft his iaide miftres. 

But to retume to the honourable maner of proceedinge, which the 
EnglUhe is Iaide to hawe keept in the behalffe of the Queene of Scottes, 
you fee by this letter which I hawe fett doune to lett you knowe wher- 
off they hawe acculed her and ho we, and to ftiowe you the litle and 
finalle apparence of zeale in iuflice was ufed in her triale ; for fo farre 
from it was ihee that ihee conlpired, attempted, or imagined anie thinge 
againft Elizabeth, that, ypon the contrarie, fhee defired by all meanes 
to preferwe her from the ambuihes and euil intentiouns of thofe, which 
her cufinge, not weele adwifed, thinketh ftill, fo longe as ftiee liwed, 
her beft and truftieft ferwantes, beinge no thinge lefte then fo but the 
greateft traitouris that maie be imagined ; and in the end, if they can, 
and be not prewented, had not failed to ride them felwes of her, as 
fhee, by ther wicked perfuafions, had made an end of her neareft kin- 
nilwoman, whome fhee had caulTed them to putt to death to latiffie 



176 HISTORY OF 

ther ambitious humour, which, vnder the maike of zeale, they faine to 
hawe to her ferwice, prepare for her the lofle of her li£fe, the ex- 
treme ruine of her eftate, to remowe her fcepter to an other houfe 
and familie that is nearar to thers then hers ; which you maie weele 
perceiwe by a letter writen to Elizabeth by her (aide cufinge a litle be- 
fore her death. In it you maie [perceiwe] by manie ewident fignes, 
the meaninge of this ladie towardes her cufinge, the forged crimes laide 
to her chaise, and the vnfein^ied lowe (hee bare to her greateft enne- 
mies, and likewife the honourable maner of proceedinge, which they 
iaie they obferwed in her triale, in regarde of her perfoune, which 
(halbe foUoweth foorth fullie, after we hawe fett down the letter, in the 
fame woordes ihee wrete in, as heiiafter followeth. 

israrie Q. of Scottes Madame, hawinge obteined libertie and licence of them to whome I 

was committed, and to whome I hawe beene, as it wer, giwen by you, 
to Ihowe you that which is in my hearte, afweele for the dilcharge of 
my confcience of anie euil or enwious defire to committ anie cruell or 
hoflile adte againft you, to whome I am fo neare allied in bloode, as 
alio cliaritablle to comraunicat vnto you, that which I thought might 
I'ervve alfo for your, faiwegarde and prelerwation, as for entertaininge 
peace and quiet repole within this Ilande, a thinge which can not hurt, 
it beinge in your power to take or reie6l my adwile, to beliwe or not 
to beiiwe my difcourfe as it feemeth beft vnto you« I hawe reiblwed 
to furtiiie my felff in Chrille oniie, who will newer feiU of iuftice and 
coiiiolatloun to them that do invocate him in iinceritie of hearte, and in 
thor tribulatiouns flie vnto him, who then is redieft to do it when beinge 
dellitute of all humane fuccour they flie vnto him. To him be glorie 
thei'ibre, fur he hath not denied me my heartes defire, nor fruftrate me 
cii' my expeclatioun, for he hath giwen me a goode hearte and curage 
paclsiitiie to iufFer and endure theie iniuilices and calumnious accula- 
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tiouns, and tbe falfe condemnatiounes of thofe who hawe no iurifili£iion 
ower me, and I hope, againft hope, with a confiant refolution to die, not 
that I deierwed fo to do for anie thinge I hawe done againft you ; but 
for that I, your competitrice, could newer be perfwaded by the Engliih 
to iiirrender my righte in your handes, of that which God, in his mercie, 

» 

had preordtnat me vnto : which if I fhould hawe done, I could not hawe 
aunfwered him at the dreadfuU daie of iudgment, giwinge from me that 
which he had put in my handes for the goode of my pofteritie, to whome 
one daie I trufte my L<»*d God fluJl graunte the grace to enioye it in 
peace and his feare. Since, therfore, it was on your parte giwen me to 
underftand of the fentence of the laft afiemblie of Ibme of your eftates, 
admoniihinge me by my Lord Buckhurfte and Beale, to prepare my felff 
for my > longe defired tomeie, I praied them to thanke you on my parte 
for fuch goode newes, and to entreate you to graunte me certane tyme, 
for the better difcharge of my conlcience ; wheroff Sir Amias Paulet 
gaiwe me after falle notice, iayinge, that you had therwith gratifeed me, 
permittinge me my Almioner, and my moneye and jewelles which was 
taken from me, and he afiiired me other thinges wold follow ; for the 
which I wold willinglie hawe giwen you thankes : and further will begge 
this one laft fawoure, which for manie caufles I thinke ought not to be 
communicated to anie but onlie to you, in that it is the laft fawour, for 
which I defire to be bouhde to no other but your felff ; becaufe I expe6t 
to finde no thinge but crueltie amongeft the greateft parte of thofe who 
beare authoritie vnder you at this prefent, th^ be lb animate againft me, 
as I hawe boith perceiwed my felff, and harde of others woorthie of ere* 
dite. God knoweth for what caufe, and in what relpedt. I pardon them 
with all my hearte : I will not condemne ante, nor accule them. I par- 
done them, . I iaie, and ewerie one, as I delire that ewerie one ihould 
pardon me, and that .God fhould do it firft. 

' After which, I weele knowe, that the honour or diflionour of your 
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bloode, Ipedallie of a Queene, your neareft kianifwoman aliwe, and the 
daughter of a kinge» fo honourablie defcended lineallie of fo manie kinges 
from kinge to kinge to me, that no Chriftian kinge can reken the like 
pedegrie ; this, I faie> I thinke ihould touch your heart neareft of anie 
other : and therfore, in the name and honour of JeTus Chrifte, whole 
name and honour to all princefi ought to be moft deare, and to whome 
they Ihould rander all due obedience, I requeft you, that afler my en- 
nemies fliall hawe fatiffeed ther iniatiable defire in (heddinge my innocent 
bloode, which they hawe longe thirfted for, my poore companie of fer- 
wantes male hawe leawe, cariage and bearinge awaie my bodie to be 
buried, where fome of my honourable aunceftoures be enterred, foorthe 
of England ; for heire, in this cuntrie, I can hawe no place of buriall 
amongeft your predeceflbures, which be alfo mine, for that is denied me : 
but who knoweth but God one daie, (althought man on earth refiife 
this charitable petition and laft requeft,) male bringe it to pafie, howlo- 
ewer nowe it feemeth to be almoft impoflible. 

You knowe the patriarkes hawe beene werie deiirous of this, and 
hawe had the like libertie graunted them of thofe who did make fiich 
ihowe of pietie as you do in no tbinge ; and becaufe it [is] tolde me 
you will in no thinge force or ftraine my confcience, and will permitt 
me to hawe accordinge to my minde of religion, I hope you will not 
denie me this laft requeft;, that the heathen princes hawe graunted the 
patriarkes of the originall world, that is, to permitt frie buriall, ac- 
cordinge to my minde, of my corpes, after my foule flialbe feparated 
from the bodie, and retume to God that gaiwe it, into whole handes 
I committ it to reft with him ; which, when they wer ynited heire, 
they coulde newer hawe libertie to liwe at repofe, in that quiet I 
longe wiihed, neither did you laubour or procure them to be winne 
vnto God and your felff : but yeet I hope to reft with him world with* 
out end, althought you, in this pointe, hawe had litle care in performinge 
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this chriftian dewetie towvrdes your difirefled neareft kinnifwoman in 
her lifetime. As for my death, I pardon you, as I defired to be pardon- 
ed of God and you in all thinges : in which regarde, before God I do 
challenge you of no fitulte, but God, after my death, maie make you fie 
and laie the truth on my behalffe. And becaule I weele perceiwe the 
fecrete hidden tyrannie of feme, I praie you that, without your knowe- 
ledge and priwitie, I maie not go to execution, not for feare of torment, 
which, (I thanke my God that he hath fb ftrengthned me with fpirituall 
conlbrt,) I do not feare to endure, feeinge his Ibnne, my deare Sawiour, 
had fiiffered more guiltleflie then I am able to endure. I praie you let 
me fuffer openUe, and not be murdered in fecrete, for the brute which 
ihalbe made of my death without teftimonie : for it hath beene ewer 
commone in this cuntrie to reporte otherwiie then the truth of thefe 
the fiate difliked, yea ewen ther death malicious .... and hatred moft 
fpitefull hawe not died ; which to awoide, at lead graunt that my owen 
lerwantes that be lefte me, if you will fuffer none other, may be eie 
witnefles to teftifie of my end made in the faith of my Sawiour, and 
obedience of the church, and that they together careinge my corpes (b 
quietlie and fecretlie, as it ihall pleale you, thither where I hawe defired it 
to be enterred, maie retire them felwes where it ihall pleale God to guide 
them, without anie hinderance to carie with them the fimalle thinge they 
hawe in ther pofleffion, which I thought to hawe augmented, if your offi- 
cershadnot before hand taken all that was mine fi*om [me^y whichhindered 
the charitable meaninge I had to do thefe my poore orphaines, as fo manie 
poore motherles children, the goode I intended; but the Lord, I trufte, 
will do that in his mercie for them, whichi waswillinge, but not able to do. 
One Jewell I hawe had firom you, which I meane to fend you againe 
with my laft woordes ; and I praie you againe, and require you in the 
name of God, and in r^arde of our conlanguinitie, and for the lowe 
you beare to kinge Henrie 7* your grandfi5d;her and mine, and in hon- 
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our of the dignitie which 'we hawe held, and of our common (exe, that 
thefe my laft requeftes be graunted me. Touchin^e the reft, I hope jrou 
fliall knowe that my clothe of fiate, longe before my death, was taken 
from me ; which mighte weele hawe beene permitted me & longe as I 
liwed : what curtefie, what humanitie . was there in this, to take it awaie 
fo longe as I liwed, beinge borne a Soweraigne Queene ? I might hawe 
enioyed this fimple badge of the honour of a prince during my liffe. But 
what femedie ? I looke for a cloth of ftate in the hie heawens with my 
Saviour, ewen the merites of his death and paffion, to cower my finnes. 
After I undedloode that this was done onlie by the adwiie of your coun- 
ceU, and not by your commaundement, I did giwe you thankes for it, 
and my God, that gawe me patience and curage to endur ther inhumane 
dealinge and crueltie, affli£tinge me ewerie waie, hawinge refolwed my 
felff to laie doune this liffe fo trubleibme to me, that I maie attaine a 
better without all truble and miferie. I feare that manie other thinges 
hawe had the like cariage, which, I fuppofe, was the cauie they wold [not]] 
fuffer me to wrete ynto you, before they had £o farre foorthe as thd could 
in ther pretended maner, for a cloake in outwarde ihowe to the execu- 
tion of ther malice, degraded me of all prindpalitie and nobilitie. God 
be praifed for all. I wolde all my papers had beene prefented vnto you 
without all difguilinge, that therby you might hawe peroeiwed that the 
onlie care of your laiftie mowed them in this a£fcion, that are fo readie to 
perfecute me your nearefl kinnifwoman. If you will graunte me this laft 
requefl;, commaunde that I maie fee what you wrete theranent, for otiierwife 
they will deale with me at ther pleafure ; for vnto this laft requeft, I defire 
your laft charitable aunlwere, that I maie fee trulie as it is deliwered. 

To conclude, I defire the God of mercie, the righteous iudge, to en- 
lighten you with his holie ipirite, to deale with me vprightlie as the 
caufe requireth, and that he will giwe me his grace to die in the fiiith of 
Chrifl, and in charitie with all men, as I difpofe my ielff to do, pardon-. 
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inge all who be interefted in my death, and the copartners and cauflers 
theroff :^ liich fhall be my praier till my laft breth, and the foule parte 
from the bodie. I befeech you» take it not for prefumption if, aban- 
doning this world, and preparinge my felff for a better, I trulie fhowe 
you, that you fhall hawe one daie a more vnquiet end then I am like to 
hawe, when your ienfes and memorie ihall not hawe ther power to 
utter, and fliewe in what cace you leawe this world, nor mine, (I thanke 
God for it,) are like to hawe : for, by the bleflinge of God, fuch hath 
ewer beene his care ower me, they newer failed me yeet, nor yeet I hope 
ihall do : To him be the praife therfore. Thinke before it come, you 
muft aunfwere for your charge afweele as thefe who be gone before you : 
heire you hawe no permanent place, and I deiire that all that be of my 
bloode, bethinke them felwes to dreame in time of thefe thinges that 
hawe hapned vnto me heire, duringe the time of iniufte detention and 
captiuitie. The Lord for his mercie graunte vnto ws all, and to ewerie 
ti ue Chriftian, ib to thinke of this, and all other earthlie aflUftions and 
temporall, that in the meane time they forget not etemalL wAjnen. 
Foderinghaie, the idx of November 1586. 

Your filler and cufinge prefoner, with iniurie. 

M, R. 

The indifferent ludge maie heire [Iee39 in the werie entrie of the letter, 
the honourable proceedinges, and the confcionable iuftice done towardes 
the prefoner Queene. Shee is giwen for a praie to her ennemies : ihee 
is giwen into ther handes to iuie or abufe at ther pleafiu*e ; they g^le 
her ; they difdaine her i they reflraine her (6 rigourouflie, that fhee hath 
not fb much libertie as to complaine : Shee is not luffered to wrete vnto 
her kinnifwoman that ihould do her iuftice, no, not after they hawe mo- 
lefted her with infinite iniuries. The commone lawe and the politic of 
kingedomes weele gowerned, where lawes and iuftice hawe place, giwe 



182 HISTORY OP 

not leawe to jealoures to handle prefoners after ther difcretion, neithei^ 
can they hinder them to iufe meanes to the judge : thej darre not paile 
the order prefcribed them : they darre not iniure nor brawe anie per« 
fon committed to ther warde. But heire we maie fee the intreatie this 
noble Princes, who can not iufllie be counted a prefoner, when as Ihee 
hath no other iudge but God : ihee is committed from an iealour to an 
other, to be wexed and tormented lb longe as liffe lefteth. It is lau- 
full for anie offendant prefoner to ferwe him felff, at his proper cofte and 
charges, with fome attendant or ferwant, one or mo, at ther pleafour, 
where they be emprefoned, accordinge to ther degrie and qualitie of 
ther perfone ; to ha we apparell, linninges and other thinges needfuU ; 
to cherife them with yi6l;ualles and drinke, as ther abilitie will permitt : 
and that which is more, they hawe ther advocates and procurers to 
helpe them lelwes by ther councell, and to iblicite for them. But all 
thele thinges be denied this Queene, yea, ewen when ihee was difeafed 
in iicknes, when ihee was ynable to help her felff, they permitt not fo 
much as two maides to helpe her : they allowe her onlie one maide to 
attend her, and a warlet for her chamber ; and as for that which Faulet 
tolde her, that her Almoner ihould be reftored to her, it was not true ; 
for her Maieflie newer did fee anie of her o£Elcers and principall fer- 
wantes but her phyiition and the apothecarie, without whofe helpe ihee 
had beene deade longe before they had concluded all ther treacherous 
deiignes againft her, and prepared all the miferies they thoughte meete to 
pra6tife, before they deliwered her ower in the handes of the executioner, 
Toiichinge the earneft, charitable petition for buriall and tranfport- 
inge of her bodie, and other laft requeftes made fo feriouflie by her in this 
letter, it is plaine and manifeft howe they hawe beene denied, and the 
fmalle accompt [that] was made of them ; and hence maie you iudge af- 
furedlie of the goode will of this ladie towardes her cuiinge, her great- 
eil ennemie. Shee, in this letter, imputeth not to her the cauie of her 
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death : fhee attributeth to her neither the faulte nor the blame, albeit 
it was ihee that procured her it, all the time of her longe emprefonment 
for the ipace of tuintie yeares, for it was in her power to hawe preferw- 
ed her from it, if ihee wold : ihee pardoneth from her hearte her death, 
ihee praieth for her, who, in hypocrilie, to cower her malicious deiignes 
againft her diftrefled kinnifwoman, did, with a ihameles face, giwe it out 
to the world, ihee hath ewer a ipeciall regarde of her qualitie, and that 
her triale and the proceedinge therin is honourable, and that the ien- 
tence pronunced againfl her is moil true and iufte. It is werie harde 
to be beliewed howe Paulet, her cruell jealour, abufed her in his propofi- 
tiouns full of contempt and difdaine he made vnto her : and howe, when 
he had Ipued out his choler an other wold fucceede him, beginninge 
where he had lefte, uiinge inch contumelies as no hearte was able to in* 
dure. Such indignities [and] iniuries did ihee indure daielie, and that 
pacientlie, ewen to her dieinge daie, yea, in the werie hower ihee gaiwe 
yp her foule in the handes of the Almightie, ihee was not irie, nor iaiwe 
from iuch open, notorious affli6tiounes, as yee ihall perceiwe afler I hawe 
iett doune the commiilion of the Engliih Q., diredted to her officers, to 
proceede to the reale and aftuall execution of the fentence of death. 
By it you maie perceiwe the true caufles of the pronuncinge of the fen- 
tence in the behalfe of the pronuncers theroff, accordinge to the com* 
million directed to them, which they looke not £0 neare into as they 
wold needes beare the world in hand they do. But the true caufe that 
mowed them was this. Ther owen afTurance, who for the outrages they 
had offered and done to this ladie duringe her captiuitie, and ther plottes, 
treafons and carriages they dewifed at all times againft her liffe and eftate, 
fearinge her, and deipairinge to finde grace and fawour at her handes in 
that regarde, if anie thinge befell mfortunatelie ther miilres, or, accor- 
dinge to comoune courie of nature, the Queene preConer did iucceede 
her i which thinge maie be eafilie conie£tured by readinge and perufing 
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the werie woordes of the commiffion it felff : as it is in plaine woordes 
it followeth : 

Elizabeth, by the grace of God, Queene of England, Fraunce and 
Ireland, defendrefe of the faith. To our lowinge and faithfull cufinges, 
George, Earle of Shreuifburie, Greate Marfliall of England, Henrie, 
Earle of Kent, Henrie, Earle of Darbie, George, Earle of Cumberland, 
Henrie, Earle of Pembroke, &c. Confidering the fentence giwen hj 
you and other of Our councell, nobilitie and judges, againft the fometime 
Scottiihe Queene, Dowrier of Fraunce, by the name of Marie, the 
daughter and heire of James the fifte, Kinge of Scotland, which all the 
eftates of our realme, aflembled in Parliament, not onlie commaunded, 
but with mature deliberatioun ratifeed, to be iufte and reafonable : See- 
inge likewife, the inftant praiers and requeftes of our iubie€tes follicit- 
inge and preflinge us to proceed to the publicatioun theroff, and to putt 
it in execution againft her perfon, as they hawe iudged her to hawe iuft- 
lie deferwed, all ioninge in this regarde, that the detention of her was, 
and fhould be, a dailie and certane evident danger not onlie to our 
liffe, but alfo to them felwes and ther pofteritie, and the publi6te ftate of 
this realme, afweele for the Gofpell and true religion of Chrifte, as for 
the peace and tranquilitie of the whole ftate ; upon which, albeit with 
time and delaie, we made the &ide fentence to be publilhed by our pro- 
clamation, and albeit to this wei ie houre we hawe forborne to graunt 
this execution to be executed, yeet the ample latiffa£tion of the laide 
requeftes made by the eftates of our Parliament, by which we daielie 
vnderftande that all our lowinge and faithfull fiibie^tes, afweele of the 
nobilitie and councell, as alfo our moft fage, graweand dewouted of the 
inferiour forte and condition, with all humbletie and affe6lioun for the 
care they hawe of our li£Fe, and confequentlie for the feare they hawe 
of the decaie of the prelent religion profefled, and happie eftate of this 
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realme, if we forbeare anie longer this execution ; and albeit the gene- 
rail requeftes, and continuall praiers, councell and adwife wer in luch 
maters contrarie to our inclination, yeet beinge owercome with urgent 
weight of ther continuall intercelfionB, tendinge not onlie to the lecuritie 
of our perfoUi but to the publift and particular goode of the whole 
eflate of our realme, we hawe fuffered and agreed that iuftice ihould 
take place, and for the execution theroff, for the lingular trufte and 
confidence we hawe of your fidelitie and loialtie, as alfb for the 
particular lowe and affection which you hawe on your partes for the 
faiwegarde of our perfon and your natiwe cuntrie, of which you be all 
of you the moil noble and principall members, we commaunde you, and 
for difcharge theroff, we enioine you, that ypon the %hte of thefe pre- 
fentes, you repaire to our caftle of Foderinghaie, where the late Queene 
of Scottes is in the keepinge and warde of our lowinge and faithfull fer- 
wante and councellour. Sir Amias Faulett, and to take her into your 
charge, and caufe by your commaundement execution be done vpon 
her peribn in the prefence of your felwes, the laide Sir Amias Paulet 
and all others, officers of iuftice, that you ihall commaund to attend you 
for that effeft ; and the faide execution done in iuch maner and forme, 
and in fuch time and place, and by fuch perfons as you or anie foure, 
thrie or two of you, Ihall thinke expedient by your diicretion, notwith- 
ftandinge all lawes, ftatutes and ordinances whatfoewer, to the contrarie 
to thefe prelentisfealed with our greate feale of England, which fhall ferwe 
for you, and ewerie one of you, and for all thofe that ihalbe prefent, and 
fliall do by your commaundement anie thinge perteininge to the laid exe- 
cution, for a full and fufficient diicharge for ewer. Made and giwen at our 
houfe of Greinewich, the firftdaie of Februarie,andS9yeare of our reigne. 

This Commiffion fo giwen, the 7 daie foUowinge, which was the 17 of 
Februarie accordinge to the Gregorian callender, the Earle of Shreuii- 
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burie, the Evie of Kent, Mr Beall, and Elisabethes other Commiflioners, 
arriwed at Foderinghaie about two -or thrie houres before the middes of 
the daie» and cominge thither in the pretence of Faulet, the Commifiion 
was red to the Queene, then prefoner, bearinge that in the next daie in 
the morninge, they wold proceede to the execution, admoniihinge her 
to be in redines betuine feawen and eight of the cloke. Shee, newer a 
white ailonifhed, thanked them for ther goode newes, affarminge that 
thej could bringe none that liked her better, becauie nowe fliee Ihould 
iee an end of all her miferies, and that it was longe fince fhee had 
made her felff redie to die, ewer fulpe^inge, fince her detention in 
England, that ihee ihould newer finde better at ther miflres handes and 
thers ; but fhee waa forie ihee was not fooner certifeed theroff, that ihee 
might hawe made her will, and giwen order for all her afaireB, and to 
hawe diipofed of fuch litle meanes as they had lefte her, for the better 
difcharginge of her confcience towardes her poore ferwantes, prayinge 
them to giwe her fome time to do it, feeinge they had power to do it 
without anie checke of the commifiion. To whome the Earle of 
Shreuiibiirie aunfwered werie rudlie, <' No, no, Madame, you muit die ; 
make you readie betuine feawen and eight of the cloke in the mominge. 
W© will not prolonge one minute for your pleafure/' Wherwith ihee was 
fatiffeed and reiled her felff, till they retired them felwes backe from her 
prefence ; which beinge done, ihee prefentliefett her felff to make her will, 
and to diftribute the litle moneie they had lefte her amongeil her poore 
ferwantes, makinge each of them fuch allowance fo farre foorthe as the 
fmall quantitie did reach« The night preceedinge her death fhee ipent 
in praiers, and readinge the paflion of Chrifte, and other fpirituall con- 
folatiounes. Betuine nine and ten of the night, ihee fent for her 
Almoner, whome they wold not fiiffer to come neare here : which ihee 
perceiwinge that, contrarie to promefe, it was denied her, ihee ihould 
hawe anie ipirituall confort from him, ihee wrete to him as foUoweth. 



MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS. 18? 

I HAWS beene flrangelie aflaulted this daie anent my religion, and to q. Mane to her 

Almoner. 

receiwe conf orte [and^ confolatioune of theie of a contrarie minde» who wer 

newer fb charitable, all the time of my tuentie yeares captiuitie, to mowe 

in anie fueh mater. I hawe requefted to hawe your furtherance for the 

better difburdeninge of my confcience, and in makinge of my laft will ; 

but it is cruellie denied me, as alio all libertie to make a frie teflament, 

againfl all ther former promefes made to me of boith : yea, they hawe 

denied me that my bodie ihall be tranfported at all, as I did craiwe the 

iame of ther miftres. They will not fiiffer that I ihould wrete anie thinge, 

except it be by ther helpinge handes and dire3;ion, which boith I hawe 

had no neede of heirtofore, neither fbmde I fo much neede nowe of it, 

but I maie weele do my owen tume without it. They tell me I mull 

do no thinge but at the goode plealbur of ther mifires, and ther per- 

million. I praie you watche and praie this one nighte with me and for 

me. I confefle all my finnes in generall and in particular, wherin I 

hawe offended my mercifiill God, beleechinge him to looke doune from 

the heayen, and to pardon me them in the multitude of his vnfpeakable 

mercie, that I maie reft with him at the partinge of my ibule from the 

bodie. I thought to hawe had you with me as an eie witnes of this my 

laft cariage in fo necellarie a time. Giwe me your beft adwife what 

maie be my beft dire6tion in my praters this longe nighte, for I defire to be 

diffblwed and to be with CSirifte my Redeemer. I will yeet aifide to fee 

you in ther prefence, as they hawe accorded to me in the hearinge of the 

maifter of the houle. The time is ihorte : I hawe no more to fide, but 

adiewe. I will recommend [you^ with all the reft of my faithfuU fer* 

wantes to the Kinge. I hawe no more leafure. I prue you adwife me 

in all thinges you fliall thinke neceflarie for my falratioun, and that in 

wrete. I hawe fent you a finall token ; and faire weele and adiewe 

againe and for ewer. Your lowinge mifires, 

M. R. 
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So the nighte beinge thus ipent, and the daie come, about eight of the 
clocke in the mominge, there entered her Maiefties chamber a bolde 
malaperte companion, who, without all preface (fo ihamelee faced was 
•he), of honour or rewerence, abruptlie burfle foorthe with a fhoute and 
outcrie, hawinge a white ftaflPe in his hande, in thefe woordes, << Beholde 
I am come, I am come.** This fellowe, all the while her Maieftie was 
yeet ypon her knies at her praiers, walked yp and doune harde bye, with- 
out makinge anie %ne of goode maners and courtefie to anie there, 
fo rude was he. But her Maieilife hawinge ended her praiers, rofe vp, 
thinkinge he came to certifie and foirewarne her of her execution. Shee 
toke in her hand an ivorie crofie ; her ferwantes, which nowe helde her 
yp by the armes, beinge amazed, fhee conforted them, and becaufe they 
altogether refufed to conweie her to her death, which fo much greiwed 
them, or to be beholders of fo terrible a tragedie. Sir Amias Paulet 
lent her two of his ferwinge men to leade her to the place of execution ; 
for thorowe longe lingeringe fSEiintnes, and her dailie griewances, flie was 
brought fo lowe and weake, that ihee was not able to go by her felff ; but 
yeetGod gaweher a goode curage andipirite till thelafle gatpe and brethe. 
The place of execution was in a greate parlour, in the middes wher- 
off a fcaffolde was lett yp, twelfe foote iquare and two foote heigh, 
ipred ower with blacke cotton -, towardes the which her Maieftie mount- 
ed fo nimblie, that fhee ieemed to hawe no feare of death, neither ewer 
chainged ihee her countenance ; and now beinge come yp, fhee refted 
her felff a litle, and prefentlie beginneth to fpeake to the officers of her 
cruell cufinge Elizabeth, entreatinge them to permitt her to hawe her 
Almoner to come to her, to comforte her in her God, and to receiwe of 
him fome confortable inftruftion, together with the holie facrament, 
before her departour out of this wale of mifery. The Earle of. Kent 
aunfwered, that he was forie for her to fee her fo.much giwen to the 
fuperftitiouns of the times paft, and that it wer better for her to carie 
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the crofle of Chrifte in hearte, not in her hande. To whome ihee replied, 
that it was to litle purpofe to carie fiich a obiedb in her hand, if the 
hearte wer not touched inwardlie with earneft motion and remembrance 
of his bitter death and paflion which he fuffered vpon the crofle for mi- 
ferable mannes linne, that died vpon the crofle. I thinke it, ((aieth 
ihee,) a thinge moft fitte for ewerie true Chriftian, to hawe it to putt 
them in remembrance of ther redemption purchafed by Chrifte, but 
ipeciallie they at that time, when death threatneth. But feeinge by no 
meanes ihee could hawe her Almoner, as was promefed, Qxee made an 
other motion to them, that all her ferwantes might be prefent to be eie 
witnefles of her conftancie in true pietie ; which, after fliee had inftant- 
lie defired and promefed that fliee wold commaunde and enioine them 
lilence, fo that ther cryinges, weepinge and lamentatiouns fliould be no 
hinderance or truble to her in her death, they graunted her that two of 
her maides of honour ihould come ; but one of them at her entrie in 
the place of execution, leeinge her deare miftres fo fordwardlie in pre- 
paratioun for the butchera handes, . could not conteine her felff from 
weepinge and pitiefuU mone, and fell doune as deade for a time, 
whome, when her miftres perceiwed to hawe recowered her lenles, ihee 
incontinent by a figne made to her by her finger vpon the mouth, enioin- 
ed her filence ; at the fighte of which ihee forced her (elff to containe 
her lament. This done, the two maides together mount yp vpon the 
icaffolde to do ther miftres the laft charitable ferwice, and that with wat- 
terie eyes and forrowefuU heartes : they began to helpe her to take 
awaie her maike, her coiffe, and other omamentes : but the ihamelefle 
executioner could, by no entreatie her Maieftie could make, nor yeet 
rewarde, be mowed to withholde his helpinge handes ; neither did 
anie of Elizabethes officers forbid him : for after her Maiefties goune 
was ftripte doune to the midle, he fnatched her rudlie by the armes 
and pulled of her doublet, her ftraite bodies, which wer lowe in tfie col- 
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lare, fo that her neke beinge all naked, appeared to the ipe^touree 
more white then fnowe or alabafler. This done, the cruell butcher 
kneelethe doune, aikinge her forgiwenes. ** Do thy office in the name of 
God, thou art but an inftrument ; I forgiwe the with all my heart, and 
all others that be the authoures of my death, ewen with as goode will as 
I defire my owen iinnes to be forgiwen me at Goddes handes/* Shea pro- 
tefted, like wife, in all the beholders prefence, that fhee newer had attempt- 
ed anie thinge againft the liffe or ftate of her culinge, nor committed 
anie [thing] woorthie of blame, either for the owerthrowe of religion or 
the commone welthe. If they did impute her conftancie in her religion 
as afaulte woorthie of deathe, lett them looke [to] it, who never had anie 
care to inftrudl and informe me otherwife, all the longe time of my 
tuentie yeares captiuitie. I hope ihortlie to be in paradice with my deare 
Sauiour, Jefus Chrifte, for whofe obedience made for me I doubte not 
to ihedde my bloode, eWen to the lafl drope. I counte my felff more 
happie nowe to die in a righte minde to end my miferie, then to liwe 
longer induringe the daielie reproches of my ennemies, worfe then a 
bitter death, then to attend anie longer till nature, thus faintinge, did 
finifhe the courfe of her liffe, when fhee fhould not be righte in her fenfes, 
and perfite remembrance of her duetie towardes God and her neigh- 
bour. Shee faide, ihee hoped in him, of whome that crofle ihee caried 
in her hand put her in remembrance, and before whole feete fhee pro- 
flrated her felff in foule and bodie, that he wold reeeiwe her into eter- 
nal glorle. This temporall fhee reGgned vp hartelie to him that gaiwe. 
Shee protefled, as before, in all the auditouris hearinge, that ihee was 
innocentlie accufed, charged and condemned of fuch thinges fhee newer 
thought on, and hoped the loife of this temporall liffe fhould be the 
paflage, beginninge and entraunce to liffe eternall, with the holie an- 
gelles and the foules of bleffed, that fhould recewe her foule and in- 
nocent bloode, and reprefent it before God, for a deduction of all her 
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finnes and offences. Shee befought them all to praie for [her], that God 
wold hear her, and that ihee mighte obteine grace and pardon. 

Thefe wer her praiers, beinge vpon her knees ypon the fcaffold, pray- 
inge aUb for the Pope, the kinges of Fraunce, Spaine, the Queene of 
England, and the Kinge of Scotland, her deare fonne, that God wold 
enlighten them all with his Ipirite, and direct them in the truth, and that 
he wold take pitie vpon his Church militant, and tume awaie his anger 
from the lile of Greate Britanne, which ihee did perceiwe he threatned 
with fcourges for the abominable, wilfull impietie committed bj the in- 
habitantes. Shee thus likewlfe praied at her firft entrie vpon the fcaf- 
folde, and after reiterated the lame thrie fewerall times : but the Deane 
of Peterborowe, DoAour Fletcher, did what he could to interrupt her, 
whome fhee entreated not to truble her, for fliee was fullie refolwed 
howe to die, without anie councell from him or anie of his forte: 
he could giwe her no forder contentment for her foule then ihee had 
alredie, for ihee did anker her on Chrifte ; and for the people, they could 
giwe her no forder conforte. This notwithilandinge> the Deane con- 
tinowed in his praiers, and ihee proceeded likewife fordwarde, prayinge 
in Latine, lifiinge yp her woice abo we his £0 loude, that all being prefent 
didclearlieheareher. Shee hadagolden crofle about her neckehawinge the 
image of our Sawiour, which, praier being ended* ihee wold hawe giwen 
to one of her maides, but the butcher ihatched at it, and wold not fuffer 
her, albeit her Maiefiiedideameftlie entreate, offeringe him that her nudde 
Ihould giwe him thrife the waloue of it, but no remedie : he wolde not 
lett her hawe it. All beinge redie, ihee taketh her laft &re weele of her 
maides, and kifled them courteflie, thankinge them for iher fiiithfull £er- 
wices, biddinge them adiewe, and bidde them retire ihemfelwes quiet- 
lie, giwinge them her laft bleilinge, and makinge the figne ol the crofle 
ower them ; but perceiwinge one of them could not holde, but burfte 
foorthe in teares, ihee commaunded to holde her peace, and to keepe 
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lilence, telUnge her ihee had paile her promefe that ihee and the other 
maide fliould not he truhlefome to her in her death : ihee bid them boith 
retire themfelwes foberlie, and to praie to God for her^ now thej could 
do her no more goode. This done, fhee fell doune ypon her knees, with- 
out giwing the leall iigne or demonilratioun of difcontent or feare of 
death : her conflancie and boldnes of ipirituall curage, her confidence 
and aflurance of hope of recompence of eternall liffe, of God, in liewe 
and place of her momentanell affli6l;ion8, now to be enioyed of her, was 
fuch, that all the alliftantes, yea, her hardeft hearted ennemies, was great- 
lie mowed ; and it was crediblie reported of manie that wer prelent, 
that amongeft all the whole companie there was onlie two or thrie per^ 
fons that coulde witholde weepinge, they eileemed the Ipe^cle fo 
ftraunge : condemning thefe in ther confcieiice who wer the authouris of 
fuch an crueltie, which, in former times, they newer harde nor red of the 
like. She commendes finallie her foule to the tuition of the Almightie, in 
thefe woordes of the p&lme, layinge often and reiteratinge the woordes, 
** In mantis ttias^ Dominej commendo fpiritvm meum^^ and that with a 
loude woice, farre furmountinge the Dean in the eares of the afliftantes. 
In the meane while, the butcher gaiwe her a greate blowe with the 
axe, wherbye he pearced the fti-inges within her heade, which he firoake 
not of but at the thirde blowe, to make her martyrdome the more noble, 
albeit it weele is knowen that not the paine, or the puniihment, but the 
caule maketh the martyre. After he had done, he hafielie fnatcheth vp 
the heade in his hande, and ihewinge it to the afliftantes, laide, '< God 
faiwe Queene Elizabeth, and fo befall all the ennemies of the Golpell ;'* 
althought ther wer ho other that fawoured the Goipell, and that liwed 
as the Gofpell directed but Elizabeth : but howefoewer in outwarde 
ihowe, ihee made a cloake for her wicked liffe of the facred Gofpell, 
which therby ihee prophaned, yeet if her li£Pe wer weighed in iuile 
and ewen balance, it ihould be founde (if all thinges wer clearlie knowen 
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and cenfured accordinglie,) Ihee fhould become behinde and be poft- 
poned this holie martyre by manie degrees. After, in derifion and con^ 
tempt, be puUed of her coiffe and fliewed her white haires, with con- 
temptuous woordes onworthie to be Ipoken or harde by the mouth or 
eares of anie Chriflian : He pointed aUb at the croune of her heade, to 
(hewe it to the people, becaufe it was newelie fhawen, which fhee was 
conftrained to do by reafon of a greiwous rheume which trubled her often. 
The tragedie ended, the poore maides, carefull of the honour of ther 
miftres, humblie beibught and prayed Faulett the cruell jealour, that 
the butcher might hawe no more ado with ther Soweraigne ladies bo- 
die, and that it mighte be permitted them to dilatire her bodie when 
all the people wer departed the place, that no forder indignitie might 
be offered her iacred Maiefties corpes, feinge all malice, hatred, envie, 
and contempt of the deade ought to end after ther deoefle ; they pro- 
mefed him her apparell, and all that was about her, and whatfoewer 
befides he wold demaunde in reafon, fo that he wold not anie more 
come neare or handle her iacred bodie. But curfed Cerberus, Paulet 
I meane, commaundeth them werie rudlie to departe the chamber ; 
lewinge his hellhounde with the corpes to do with what he wold : he 
prefentlie puUeth of her ihoes and all the reft of her apparell, which as 
yeet was lefte about her bodie, and after, when he had done what he wold, 
the corpes was caried into a chamber nexte adioninge, fearinge the laide 
maides ihould come to do anie charitable goode office. It did encreafe 
gretUe ther defire fo to do after they did fee ther miftres corps thorowe 
a litle hole of the chamber walle, which [was]] cowered with cloath, but 
the wofuU corpes was keepte a longe time in this chamber till it beganne 
to corrupte and fmelle ftronglie, fb that in the end they wer conftrained 
to falte it, and to embalme lightlie to (aiwe charges, and after to wrapt 
it yp in a cacke of leade, keepinge it feawen monethes ther before it was 
enterred at Peterborowe, where aUb Cathrine of Spaine laie buried 

SB 
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before. Lafte of all there was a hearfle fett ower her tombe, after a fimple 
maner in regarde of her degrie, and it was cowered with blake welwott, 
which after Mr Deane of Feterborowe either ftole, or caufled to be 
ftoUen, of in the nighte feafon» to make him a caflbke or ypper garment, 
as they call it» which after did him greate ferwice, beinge ele^d Bifhope 
of London, when he went a wooinge to my ladie his miftres, who aftttr 
made him weare broade hames, as ihee had done her firile hufbande be- 
fore him. He was werie bufie at her Muefties execution, that ihee wold 
iaiwe her foule, and be adwiled hj him howe ihee might do it ; but not 
longe after he committeth abominable facriledge in the hieile degrie, 
ihamelefle thifte in robinge the deade, or at leafte is acceflbrie to boith, 
and in the end fearful! periurie : for it [is^ weele knowen howe when 
Elizabeth his miftres, hawinge harde that he was about the mariage of 
his mifbes ladie, a famous woman for a comoune ftrumpett, tolde him of 
it, and difcharged him to come anie more in her companie : The honeft 
man, to latiffie Elizabeth, made greate proteftatiouns with an othe^ that 
he wold newer come anie more at her enteringe at her dore, but the 
honeil mannes inordinat motions did not permitt him to be lb goode as 
his woorde, and therfore to cuUour his promele and oth, he caufled a 
greate windoe of his houfe at Culham to be made a dore, and a hie 
fiaire of ftone to be builded yp harde to the windoe newlie changed 
into a dore, hj the which he entered to his ladie miilres, whome, for 
this purpofe, he caufled fecretlie to be brought thither, and after he had 
keepte companie with her a longe time, in the end he married hen Such 
a care had this confcionable man of the iidration of others, that he alto- 
gether becommeth forgetftiU of his owen. 

But to retume to our hiilorie ; Ther be fome Engliihe that hawe, in 
ther owen language, fett foorthe this execution, togither with the caufies 
which mowed ther miilres to this crueltie, fome fo iarre fetched and m- 
to be true and altogether &lfe> that he muil needes be werie iimple 
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and lenfleSy if lie can iuffer him felff to be led awaie fo farre aftraie from 
commone fenfe and realbn as to beliwe them. But howefoewer they 
painefiillie laubour to go about jto difguife the mater ; yeet onawarfe to 
diicower trulie fbme parte of the mater, to wit, the defire of revenge which 
Elizabeth ever bore Q. Marie in her hearte, for the armes and fcutchion 
of England, which after her mariage with the Dolphin of Fraunce, 
fhee caufled be quartered with her owen. This was the cheiffe caufe 
of the cruell murder of her innocent cufinge, howefoewer fhee go 
about to impofe vpon her manie other defignes which ihould hawe mow- 
ed her to deale to vnkindlie with her ; an other caule mowed her to 
this parricide was the finalle meanes fhee had to fruftrate the noble houie 
of Scotland of the croune of England, fb longe as boith this Queene 
and her fonne liwed, and the opinion that ihee had that, if the mother 
wer firft made out of the waie, whome ihee could newer by anie meanes 
[get] to refigne her title in her handes, it might be a efie mater for her to 
compafle the fonne in her clawes by the meanes of her dewiliihe angelles, 
who hawe power to woorke greate wonders in the Scottifhe climate. 

The foirlfdd wretes, amongeft other thinges, recorde, that the apparell 
of the deade Queene was taken from the butcher, and the waloue theroff 
was payed him in moneye ; and that her roiale habites, her oma- 
mentes, the welwott and the coweriuge of the fcaffolde was waflied 
cleane, leaft it ihould be ftained with her bloode, and after folde. By 
this we maie plainlie and manifefUie ynderftande the honourable maner 
of proceedinge ufed againft this goode Queene, boith whill ihee was yeet 
aliwe in ther handes, and nowe deade. Except [they] had plaide the 
parte of the cruell canniballes, who feede vpon mennes fleihe, they could 
do no more : we fee what regarde they hawe to the honour of [a] lacred 
anointed Queene. We hawe feene noblemen, gentlemen and others 
condemned to die for treafon and rebellion againil ther mifbes, that 
newer did fee the butcher widi ther eies before ther death ; he was 
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newer iuffered to touch them with his handes, but efter ther ejes wer 
clofed and cowered, he mounted the fcaffold and gaiwe them deathes 
blowe, and fo departed : they wer in no waies to he compared with this 
renouned ladie. Ther miilres made regarde be had of ther perfbunes, 
albeit they wer condemned of treafon, becaufe they wer gentlemen and 
men of marke* This ladie was not lb : all proceedinges againft her was 
flatte contrarie to the lawe of God and natiounes. Elizabeth was not 
fiiperiour to her : yeet her crueltie was fuch againft her, that, for the 
right of her croune after her, fhee caufled mofb barbarouflie be aflafmated 
and murdered by the handes of a mod infamous butcherlie willaine ; and 
which is more, after her death, wold not fiifFer that anie other befides 
this abie£l amongeft men, no, not a man but a cruell (awage beafte, 
Ihould come neare her facred perfbn ; but he difatired the corpes of the 
omamentes, he llripped of her garmentes in prefence of the people, 
leawinge it all naked in contempt and difdaine. 

This monfler of men, hawinge no thinge of a man but onlie the out- 
warde fhape, to make the renouned ladies martyrdome more honour- 
able to all future ages to be recorded, moft cruellie with manie blowes 
butchered the facred corpes : whofe beutie, curage, vitte, vnderftand- 
inge, fingular yertues and conftancie wold hawe mowed the mofl fawage 
amongeft the canniballes, if fhee had hapned to file fo farre as to them 
for fuccoure and aide, beinge deftitute and lefte defolate. Yea, the onlie 
name of a - Queene, and her manie rare princelie qualities wold hawe 
rawifhed them, and fb aftonifhed them that they could not hawe putt 
ther hand to wiolat her facred perfon, either beinge yeet aliwe or nowe 
deade. It is recorded that the canniballes eate mennes flefh, and the 
Scythians drinke mennes bloode, but this was longe iince in a rooder 
ahd a more fawage and barbarous time and age, and nowe are become 
more humane and ciwile } but the Englifhe ewen nowe, in the cleare 
beamefoQne and fonnebeame lighte of the holie gofpell, bringe foorthe 
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fuch fruitesy that thej make the lacred name of God and his truth to be 
blafphemed and prophaned amongeft the natiounes. Thej fhovre them- 
felwes more fawage and cruell towardes this ladie, then ewer we reade 
anie canniball or Scythian did exercife ther lawage beafUie crueltie 
againft anie that ewer had the ihape and forme of a man ; for the one 
doeth but eate mannes fleihe, and other drinke ther bloode, neither do 
thej anie more harme to ther bodie beinge deade, but the fawage 
£ngliihe, more brutiihe and fawage then the moft fawage brutifh beaft 
we can reade, do all thofe cruelties. Hearken, O Heawen, and heare 
O earth, if anie fuch thinge hath beeoie done in our time, or in our 
fathers time before us I This curfed daughter of Lycaon, in violatinge 
airrighte of hdlpitalitie, cannot be touched with anie humane affe£fcipn 
towardes her neareft kinnifwoman. Allace, what faide I ? Shee was 
more cruell then ewer was Lycaona his daughter : he did eate his gueftes 
the daie or the morowe after he had ludged them, he fiiffered them not 
to pine awaie and linger in prefon by him ; he fuffered not anie to abufe 
them, he newer in crueltie abufed his owen kinred, neither did he kille 
them to feede vpon, not in his greateft difirefle of famine : he newer 
murdered anie to whome he gawe his promefe to the contrarie, nor thofe 
to whome he had fwome to keepe friendfliipe ynto, no, not thofe whome 
he newer harde of nor fawe before, when they did flie vnto him in ther 
aduerfitie. It is reported that the white mores, who eate mennes flefhe, 
will newer kille anie they ewer knewe before for foode, no, althought 
they fhould die and famifhe : they onlie take ftrangers whome they 
newer knewe before, and fo longe as they keepe them aliwe, they wante 
no thinge that they defire, but hawe all thinges that maie content them ; 
but this they do to fiitte them againft the daie of ilaughter. But this 
monfter of all womankinde by manie degries fiirpafleth all them whome 
before I hawe mentioned in crueltie. lliis tygrefie, tranfported with 
rag« and furie, after fhee had made a lei^e with her neareft kinnifwot 
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man, and fw'ome amitie and freindihipe with her, to indure fo longe as 
thej ihould boith liwe, yea, after ihee had invited her into her realme 
hj her hand wrettin letters, bj her ambaflTadonres, by guiftes, hy pre- 
fentes, leeinge her in aduerfitie, and forced to flie her natiue cuntrie, 
feekinge for aide and fuccour at her handes, againft her faith and pro* 
mefe, deteines her prelbner, and putteth her in a cage for the fpace of 
tuintie longe yeares : althought after ihee had corned in realme by her 
hand wrete, ihee promefed faithfullie ihee wold conweie her home againe 
as farre as the frontiers, and lett her frie in her kingedome. I can not 
omitt howe ihee fent this ladie a diamonde in a token, which ihould 
ewer afler be a pledge of her promefed faith to her, wiihinge her to 
fend it to her if anie harde diftreile ihould befall her, and ihee ihould 
be fure to hawe her to do the beil ihee could for her as for her ialff ; 
which diamond the diflreiTed ladie ient her immediatlie before her death, 
but no promefe was keepte, fo faithfuU was ihee and confcionable in keep- 
inge of her oth. But this was ufiiall with her ; for the like ihee did to 
Eflex and others, whome all ihee foriboke in ther aduerlitie. Did not this 
faithlelTe woman, by the adwife of her councell, immediatlie before they 
putt the mother to death, make a fure league of freindihipe and amitie 
M^th the fonne, and all the freindihipe he did finde by the newe league, 
that not longe after it was fwome ypon boith the partes, they ftroake 
of the mothers heade ? O heawen, whie fweates thou not ? O earthy 
whie openes not thou thy mouth, and fwalloweft vp from the iighte of 
the fonne and Iighte of the moone, fuch ihamelelfe, periured willanes ? 
This cruell woman hath weele refembled all the goode qualities of 
boith her parentes : ihee hath comed behind them in no thinge, but ra« 
ther hath farre furmounted them boith, all her li£Pe : this her impietie, 
ambition, crueltie, leacherie, hypocriiie, diilimulatioun, treacherie, anger, 
hatred, malice irreconcileable, treacherie, ingratitude, her wengeance, 
implacabilitie, crafte, fubtiltie to deceiwe, and other infinite qualities of 
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Eke forte, wherewitbe fliee was fo richlie adorned, that Ihee hath plain- 
lie fliowen to the world that her talent was not hidden vnder the earth, 
but Ihee had putt it foorth to make fome encreafe and profite. 

But to leawe this difcourfe, which will not pleaie her nor her fadtious 
ones, let us retume to the ordinances of her eftates, and lett us fee and 
confider whether ihee coulde fubiedt the Queene of Scottes, a prince as 
much, or more frie, then her lelff. Shee newer helde anie thinge of 
her, or of anie belonginge to her. Did not this renouned ladie ewer ex- 
empt her felff from her, and all ihee putt in authoritie ynder her, and fb 
from her, to make anie leaile motion of iiibiedlion ? Shee made no ac- 
count of ther iudgementes and opinions when ther was anie thinge intreat- 
ed that concerned her felff in this point : Of this minde was Elizabeth 
in the refolution ihee tooke againft the ad wife of her eftates, which ihee 
had affembled in the moneth of 06tober 1566, where it was accorded 
by comoune conient of all, that thej wolde not intreate of anie mater 
tiU ihee had named a iiicceilbure to the croune of England, to meete the 
trubles which beganne to arife within the realme bj the carriages and 
plottes of them that aipired iherunto, and propofed then ther titles. 
Shee commaunded them to pafle on forder, telling them that ther relblu- 
tiouns could take no effe€t contrarie to her will, which they wer forced 
to do after that ihee had reprocbed them, tellinge them that they wold 
make her graiwe before her death. How much lefle, then, could it be 
poffible for her, or her fubieftes, to giwe anie order or refolution for the 
fttbie£tion of a Prince not inferiour, but rather iiiperiour to her and her 
fubieffces, who had no thinge to do with her ? We fee, as Elizabeth 
could not abide to fubieft her felff in anie thinge to her owen fubie^tes 
befides her goode, no more could this goode ladie endure to abandon 
her felff to Elizabeth, or to anie reiblution accorded vpon by her and 
her eftates, againft the frie libertie of a frie Prince. 

It is a mater without all controuerfie, that no perfuafiouns nor threat. 



200 HISTORY OF 

ninges coulde ewer mowe this goods ladie to demitt anie waies her 
righte to anie other, or aknowkdge anie other to hawe anie righte to 
controUe her in the leaft thinge that might, in anie one pointe, hawe a 
cuUour to her preiudice. Who can hiame her for manteninge the fo- 
weraignitie and honour that God had preordinate her vufo ? Shee man- 
tained her righte hj laufuU meanes. But Elizabeth, and her father be- 
fore her, whatfoewer thej pleafed to hawe done hj her fubieAes, ewen 
althought it wer ynlaufuU, no man durfte be fo bolde to contradi^ them : 
fo wiolent in all ther courfes were thej, if anie goode man did contrare 
them, preientlie he was ride out of the waie^ as fhee did this goode 
Queene, becaule ihee wold newer agrie to her and her councell that 
Ihee wold become her wafiale. By what njieanes wold ihee binde the 
Queene of Scottes to indure that of her, which ihee could newer indure 
in her owen fubie6fces ? By what reafon will ihee binde the Queene of 
Scottes to fubie£tion, that was a frie Kinges daughter, and a frie Queene 
her felff ? I knowe weele you will aunfwere me, that anie peribn^ al- 
thought it be a irie Prince, that committeth a crime within th^ realme 
of an other, contra6t;eth lecretlie with that Prince of that realme where 
fucb fa£te is done to be his fubieft, to be ordoured by his lawes. To the 
which, firft, it is aunfwered, that neither this lawe nor the Roman lawe, 
Q'uiB in'prt)vinci(if nor anie other, the like coulde be ynderftoode of 
Princes, who could not be fubiefb to ther lawes, nor anie other, beinge 
Soweraignes them ielwes. Secondlie, I iaie, this ladie was newer in 
Elizabethes realme vnder her prote£lion, which is a impudent lie, man- 
tuined in the publication of [the] dewiliihe fentence giweh by her eiiates, 
but was tyrannicallie and moil barbaronilie deteined againil her minde, 
againft the lawe of God and all natiounes. I faie, then, that the Queene. 
of Scottes could not by anie refon be fubie£t to Elizabethes lawes, ihee 
beinge a frie Queene, borne without her dominions, and cominge within 
her realme feekinge aide and luccour, and bejnge in fieade of fupplie. 
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beinge, bj force and violence, deteined againil her goode likinge and 
minde ; yea, althought fhee had foioumed ther with goode content^ 
ment» and had committed a crime woorthie of death, yeet Elizabeth and 
her eftates could take no knoweledge of her afaires, who had no other 
fuperioure abowe her but the greate God of heawen and earth : fhee 
could not, with the councell of her fubiedtes, uife anie iurifdiffcion vpon 
her liffe and honour. I denie, likewile, that ihee committed anie crime 
there ; and laie, that that which thej obiedt againft her is a cruell impof- 
ture and a dewiied accuiatioun, and farre fetched, to giwe a cullomr and 
ihewe to iullice, and to the tyrannie of this cruell wolffe ; for howe 
could it be poffible, and to conlpire with her ennemies to her preiudice, 
beinge to lEfareightlie deteined, that not fo much as the £uthfullefl; of her 
lerwantes could hawe accelTe to her ? How could it be, that ihee could 
hawe communicatioun with them who wer prefoners afweele as ihee ? 
It wilbe iaide, ihee had intelligence with the Catholiques of England : 
howe could that be, ihee neither beinge acquainted with them, nor yeet 
hawinge anie thinge to communicat with them ? Shee muft, of neceili* 
tie, hawe fome interpretour, feme negotiatour, ibme interceilbure, or 
meanes to go betueene her and them : but where ar they, or who wer 
they ? Her Secretaries letters written to Babington, wer diicowered and 
ihowen : but who did fee them ? wer they written or iiibfcriwed with 
her hand, and iigned with her ieale of armes ? Tell me that, I praie you: 
You ihall newer be able to prowe it ; and althought yeet they be iimple 
and poore meanes to effectuate the thinge you charge her with, and bringe 
to the full vpihott fuch a weightie enterprife, fithence ther was no 
thinge but paper that could ipeake. What was writen in thefe letters 
you aliedge ? the deliwerie of the Queeiie of Scottes out of prefon. I 
alke you againe, wer they all writen and ligned with her hand ? No, 
no. But g^wing and grauntinge they had beene, was this a goode and con- 
Idonable cauie to putt her [to] death, who had fo often prot^led by her 
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letters to Elizabeth, that (hee wold newer do anie thinge to the preiudice 
of her fo longe as ihee liwed ? If the Catholiques of England did worke» 
plotte, or do anie other thinge in fawour of her then her deliwerance, 
what coulde ihee do withall ? Shee knewe no thinge of it, much lefle con- 
iented to ther defignes. It will be laide in this, they wer her ennemies, 
and not her goode freindes : You will urge me, her complices, and fuch 
as wer acceflarie to the intended defignes, wer putt to death, by whofe 
confciences (hee was alfo charged. It is plainlie and manifeftlie knowen 
the contrarie, there was newer that charged her thus : and we charge 
you, in the name of the ewerliuinge God, to make this evident by ther 
true depofitiounes in the %hte and hearinge of forren Princes, and they 
ihall thinke them felwes much beholden to you, who wer her fwome 
ennemies ; but ther was newer anie fuch thinge, neither ihall you ewer 
be able to prowe it, for all your fpite. There was newer anie fo fham- 
lefle to awouch fuch horrible inventiounes but you yomr felwes, who hawe 
ewer ihowen your felwes her mortall ennemies : yea, I will iaie forder, 
that ther was fome of you her falle accufers, judges and condemners, 
whofe confciences can teilifie the contrarie to yom* allegatiounes, what- 
foewer you hawe counterfootlie for a cuUour caufled to be written in 
thefe mennes depofitiounes to cower your tyrannie ; you ihall newer be 
able to ihowe anie paper hawinge ther true depofitiounes fubfcriwed 
with ther handes, conteininge anie liich mater as you alledge. 

Althought your miilres by your councell, ewer fince ihee bare the 
fwaie in England, hath ewer lauboured to ibirre vp treafouns, rebel- 
liouns and what treacherie ihee could worke, againfl; this ladie when ihee 
was in full authoritie in her kingedome, till the end ihee and you, what 
by forfworne promefes, what by lubtiltie, peece and peece, you broughte 
her in your clawes, and nowe to her forrowfull end. What could Eli- 
ssabeth alledge againil this ladie, her neareft kinnifwoman, whie Ihee 
' ihould thinke her woorthie of death ? No thinge, but a falle» infamous 
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libell full of lies, made by her wicked aflbciates, who hawe ewer beene 
this ladies fpitefull ennemies, and hawe councelled to all treacherie, 
could be harde of or inwented. It is weele knowen who ihee and they 
hawe rigged foorthe ther Ihippes to lea in time of league fworne by her 
to Scotland, and, ynder cullour of freindihipe, hawe done more harme to 
Scotland in two years abroade, robbinge 224 ihippes, as they could be 
compafled by flighte, and at odde comers, nor ewer Ihee and her aun- 
ceftours wer able to do in open warre. Ther legendes of lies^ ther 
chronicles weele teftifieth, howe by lande one armie after an other was 
lent in Scotland, ynder a pretence to aide this ladies younge fonne againft 
his ennemies, when, in werie deede, they did do no thinge elles but robe 
the fouth parte of that kingedome, and throwe doune the cafiles and 
flronge holdes, ther to prepare a waie to a forder conqueft of all, and 
did no thinge elles but aide and fiipporte this goode ladies ennemies and 
her Ibnnes, who cuUoured ther cruell robberies ynder the name of au- 
thoritie of that younge Prince, who, I hope, one daie will awenge all the 
cruelties done by fiich treacherous (ubieAes, done, I faie, againft his 
deare mother and him, and depredatiouns and Ipoiles committed 
againft his loiale, true hearted freindes; as its weele knowen the 
greate God partlie had awenged all thefe thinges^ and partlie made 
this goode Prince his inftrument to take wengeance and to puniftie flidi 
cruell tyrannie, in the moft of them that wer either authoures, cauflers, 
afliftantes, or in anie waies acceflaries therunto. Thirdlie, I fide flatli^, 
that all this proceedinge againft this ladie, which they account lb ho- 
nourable, is not onlie againft the lawe of God and natiounes, but alfo 
dire£Uie againft the true meaninge of the lawe of England municipal!, 
which hath ewer ynto him beene generallie obferwed : it appointeth that 
th« procefle againft criminalles be examined, tried and iudged by ther 
equalles of the like qualitie and degrie, beinge xii in number at the leaft. 
Hawe you aflembled together xii Queenes of fewerall kingedomes, in 
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England, or xii foweraignes prizes to tbe Queene of Scottes and Dourier 
of Fraunce? It is an onharde andftrange priwiledgeyouhawe aflumed and 
ufed in regarde of the renounned dignitie of fiich a Queene as ihe was. 
Laft of all, I iaie, albeit this renounned Queene had confpired 
againft the liflFe and ftate of Elizabeth, becaufe ihe had ufed her fo 
hardlie for the Ipace of tuintie yeares, againft her othe and fidelitie pro- 
mefed her, yeet hawinge in a6te done no thinge, ihee could not much 
be blamed in humane fenfe and reafon, fhee hawinge io tyrannouflie 
ufed her : the lawe of nature might ezcufe her, which is not onlie ap- 
prowed bj the lawes grauntinge manie tbinges, as faieth Seneca, which 
honeftie, faith, pietie and religion do not permitte. The philofophers 
iaie, that all nature is a conferwer of her felff^ and in this reipe£fc forceth 
it felff not onlie to deiire and followe that which is profitable and 
awailable for it, but alfo to flie that which is hurtfull and noifome, and 
to defend it ielff by all meanes from it. The ordinances of the aun- 
cient Emperours and ciwile lawe founded vpon this maxime of nature, 
permitt to repulfe force by contrarie force, and to iaiwe and defend the 
bodie from yiolence and iniurie, and redeeme bloode by what meanes 
ibewer, for ewerie meanes is honeft to procure our iaiftie. The co- 
moune lawe permitteth to a priwat man to reiift the force and iniurie 
of a iudge, it beinge irrecowerable. Then by howe much greater rea- 
fon may a foweraigne Prince repell by all poffible meanes her tyranni- 
call dealinge, that by the lawe of God and nature hath nothing to do 
with her, and hath no authoritie or commande ower her. If ihee had 
permitted her to depart her realme when, beinge invited, ihee came to 
feeke refuge at her handes, fuch tbinges had newer come in controuer- 
iie : ihee newer craiwed anie thinge of Elizabeth but her libertie. The 
brutiihe creatoures and birdes, thought you deale newer fo mildlie with 
them, yeet, beinge keepte in a cage, they will ilriwe to breke it, and to 
take the libertie of the aire abroade : how much more ought and ihould 
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reafonable man and woman feeke the fame libertie, and fb much more 
a frie borne foweraigne Prince I 

Thought Pandions ifilie hawe no want in cawe, 
Yeet ftriwe thej forreftes freedome to hawe. 

I maie perhappes be urged with the olde Ibnge, that the lawe of nature 
permitteth not to addrefle our felwes towardee our Prince or magiftrate, 
for this caufe, who Ihould not for anie caufle be violated, notwithfiandinge 
howe iufte foewer it be. It is impudentlie alfo alledged, that the Kinges 
of Scotland be waffalles and fubieftes to the Kings of England, and they, 
with ther fubieS^es, hawe aknowledged the Kinges of England for ther 
laufoll iiiperiours. 

Baldus, the greate Romane lawer, fiueth, that the people prefcribe 
ther libertie againft the prince in a hundreth yeares. I am fiure it is 

r 

thrie hundreth yeares fince that the Engliih pretended anie title of 
righte of Scotland, and that they newer could pretend anie righte by 
anie iufte lawe or title. Me thinkes, nowe I hawe harde in this foirfidde 
alledgeance of this fuperioriti^ the hiftorie of the tries of newe againe 
rewiwed, which was thus. The tries went about to chule them a kinge. 
The elme, the %ge trie, and the wine refilled, (and could not leawe to 
be fruitiull in yeeldinge and bringinge foorthe fruites, they wold not 
abandon ther licour, which did conforte boith God and man,) to com* 
maunde other tries : but the brier, which is no true trie, but rather a 
bafiarde plante and ihrube, became lb ambitious that it accepted of the 
empire, and iaide mto them thus : If in goode meaninge, without fraude 
or deceite, you (hall appoint me your kinge, and repofe your felwes 
mder my (haddowe, I wilbe your kinge ; but if you refufe to do it, let 
ther iflue a fire out of the breire to burne all the tries of Libanus. I 
did not thinke, that thou Elizabeth wold hawe ihowen thy felff fo ihame* 
lefle, (howefoe wer in all other thy adliouns thou had harden thy face to 
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become impudent before the world,) as to pretend anie rigbt to the 
croune of Scotland : Did thou not alwaies deale with this ladie, that 
ihee wold make th^ ower her iufte right and title theroff ; which fhee 
could newer abide to heare the leafl motion of, either hj ihj wretes, or 
hj thy ambaflTadoures whome thou and thj councell apointed to deale 
with her in this point, which, becaufe fhee wold newer agrie ynto, thou 
forged other falfe acculatiounee againft her, to bringe her to her doleful! 
end. But this was the onlie and true caufle of her death, as all indif- 
ferent maie weele conie6iure, and in fo much as thou canft not affize 
ynto it accordinglie, beinge a brier and a fhrube, newer hawinge brought 
foorth anie goode fruite, pleaiinge God or goode men, yncapable and 
unworthie of anie kingedome ; not onlie hj reafon of thy barrennefs, in 
bringinge foorthe of goode fruites in thy a&iouns and defertes^ but alfo 
for thjr baftardie, in regarde wheroff thj owen naturall fitther Henrie 8. 
and all his eftates aflembled in open Parliament, difabled thd to hawe 
anie croune or SoWeraig^itie in thy handes : but then refembling too 
much him ambitiouflie haft alpired againft his minde, by helpe and aide 
of thofe to whome ewer fince thou hafie profiitute thy felff, to be his 
lauiull heire, as an vnfruitfuU breire caufleft a fire to ifiiie out of the to 
confume the tall cedars of Libanus. Thowe beinge a fhiitles brier, not 
growinge in a fertile foile, but in a barren hedge, haft kendled a fire of 
malicious treacherie, and forced cavillation, to bume and putt to deathe 
thy lawfull Soweraigne, princes of all the kingdomes and dominions 
which thou, againft right and reafon, haft ufurped, befides that fhee is an 
heretrix of a croune more auncient, honourable and famouflie renouned 
then ewer thy aunceftoures could commaunde or peaceablie enioye : 
thou beinge a barren fhrube nothinge regarded, moll like vnto the brere, 
hafte ftaied the confortable oile and wine, which did iflue from that 
goodlie wine trie, oliwe tree, and fruite of the figge, to the greate con* 
forte of manie a difirefled fbule. 
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Shee richlie was adorned with the fweete fruite of the figge trie, with 
the confortahle licour of the plealant oliwe and chearfull wine, which as 
a riwer did dewid them felwes as flreames to the releiwe of manie a 
true Chriftian» whome thowe robbed and made harbourles. Beinge as 
thou arte a wilde brere without frute, and jeeldinge not anie thinge 
elles but drie or withered leawes, that is bafiardes and adulterous ifiiie, 
which thou darre not be bolde to awouch to be thine for publi£fc infamie 
and ihame of the world, by what right will thou pretend to alpire to 
the Soweragnitie of fo famous and auncient a kingdome ? Thou maie and 
will aunfwere me, thou maie lb do, pretendinge fbme clame of righte 
from one as treacherous and fiibtile as thy felff, Edwarde Langeihankes, 
or, as the French do name, Edwarde Longe Jambes; he beinge defirous 
to rule the whole Iflande, dewiied manie plottes for this purpofe, but 
thou art fo ihameles thou will newer blufhe for anie of ther willanies 
that maie be laide in thy difhe. But to come to the mater full of wiU 
laoie done by this Edwarde : Kinge Alexander of Scotland deceflinge 
by the fall of his horfe, without heires male of Ids bodie, ther did arife 
two competitouris of the croune of that realme, which wer Robert 
Bruce and John Baliole, who did ftriwe for the right a long time ; at 
lafl fearinge the greate dilbrdour was like to followe amongeft the 
fixbied;es for this caujQe, and the mine of the comoune people who did 
partie boith, they wer aduiied in the end to putt the mater to compro- 
mife, and tooke Edwarde Longefhankes, ther neighboure kinge, to be 
equall arbitratour and compofitour of the mater, tbinkinge he wold 
deale indifierentlie ; but he, beingeglade of theoccafion offered, lauboured 
by all meanes poflible to make the mater more doubtefull then it was, 
and to leeke the meanes to gratifie him whofe parte was the fironger of 
the two, he made the mater to be conliilted vpon boith in England and 
Fraunce, he propounded the mater diwerflie to the councell, and he 
was by them diwerflie adwifed, fo that the diwifion did depend vpon his 



208 HISTORY OF 

good will to fawoure him wbome be beft plcafed and liked ; and leeinge 
tbe title of Robert Bruce to [be] too manifeft and ewident» as bawinge 
right from tbe ifiiie male, and John Balioi had his clame onlie bj the fe- 
male, he earnelilie defired to winne tbe faide Robert to court, hy that 
which he did defire for preferringe himfel£F to the Soweraignitie of that 
realme, and therfore he addrefled him felff to him, and telleth him that 
he that wold be kinge muft aknowledge him for his fuperiour, and pro- 
mefe to holde his fcepter of him ; and if he wold accept of this condition, 
he wolde make him kinge, and mantaine his righte againft allwbatfoewer. 
ButRobertBruce,beingeamanof acuragious andboldelpirite, aunfwered 
deliberatlie, that he wold not, nor could, fell the right of his natiwe cun- 
trie, and corrupt tbe lawesof the croune, and that he could not be a kinge 
who wold aknowledge anie fuperioure abowe him, except God alone* 

The Engliihe perceiwinge him felff fruftrat of his attempt on this part, 
he changeth his courfe, propolinge the lame conditions to the other com- 
petitour John Baliole, which wer no Iboner propounded, but thej Wer 
accepted, and by this meanes was he declared kinge by Edward befides 
confcience, right and all reafon, and he did homage to him, promeiinge 
to holde his croune of him as his fuperiour. Wherupon followed iharpe 
and hoate warre betuine the two kingedomes ; and Baliole, beinge putt to 
the worfe, was driwen to forlakebis newe kinglie title, he depriwed by the 
nobilitie of the croune, and Robert Bruce was placed in his owen righte, 
he beinge the neareft laufuU heir to the late deceaied kinge Alexander. 

So Edwarde, bawinge plaiedthe falfe, treacherous Judas, mantainedthe 
vnlaufull title fo longe as be liwed, makinge him felff by force to be a- 
knowledged for fuperiour by the mod of BalioUes freindes and fa£lioun, 
and fuch others as feared his tyrannie, and did what he could to bringe 
to a province, placinge his garrifons and liwetenantes throwe the moft of 
the ihires and regiounes theroff ; he tranQ)orted the fatall chaire of 
marble, the moft auncient monument of Europe, wherin all the Kinges 
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before time wer crouned ; he tooke awaie all the antiquities, deEeucinge 
the knowen notes and iignes of honoure of that kingedome, not ipar- 
inge the churches and auncient monumentes of the kinges and nobilitie 
of tiiat kingedome. But this furious tyrannie continowed not longe ; 
for Kinge Robert beinge placed in his righte, chafed him quicklie out of 
Scotlande, and lett the whole realme in the olde libertie of a frie kinge- 
dome, fince which time neither ihee, nor her aunceftoures, could ewer 
enioje fb much [as] one finalle province there one whole jreare together, 
althought they hawe often attempted the fame to ther jQiame, befides the 
lofle of manie hundreth thouiande of ther fubie^tes. Wherbye we mate 
weele perceiwe that Queene Marie could in no reafon be allubie£ted to 
Elizabeth, leinge all her aunceftoures wer frie kinges, and Ihee her felfF 
a frie Ibweraigne Prince, borne in the onlie heire of her father, Kinge 
James the fifte, a more renouned woorthie kinge than ewer was of anie 
her aunceftoures, or rather predeceilburis, fo often conquered and 
chaunged, yea, altogether difpoflefled of ther kingedome. Shee was 
newer woorthie to be compared with this ladie, who, in wertue and 
g^ifles of nature, was not onlie her fiiperiour, but alfo her miftres in the 
£bweragnitie of the kingedome of Englande, if iuftice and righte might 
hawe had place. I wold willinglie leame by what lawe could they pre- 
tend to aflubieS; this ladie to Elizabethes lubied:es and eftates ? What 
forme of procefle could th^ leade againft her to putt her to death ? The 
like pra£fcile was newer harde, except they will Ikie, as the milcreant 
Jewes laide agunft our Sauiour, We hawe a lawe, and by our lawe 
ihee fhall die. But let us come funmiarlie to the fa^fce, and breiflie re- 
peate it, that we male fee if we can finde anie caule which maie excufe 
Elizabeth, and mollifie the cruell indignitie of the ailaifinatioun and 
murder, fo barbarouflie committed vpon the lacred perfone of fua woor- 
thie a princeile. 

Marie, Queene of Scottes, fleinge the tyrannie of her bale brother, 
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that, by the meanes of Queene Elizabeth, had taken her roiale fisepter, (fay 
force of armes, fupported by herennemies,) out of her hands, and inwaded, 
(makinge a fliewe for the defence of her younge ibnne, then a childe,) the 
whole realme, pofleflinge him felff theroff, fhee is £b cruellie followed 
and purfiied of him, that fhee is forced to fbriake her croune and natiwe 
cuntrie, for a praie to this mannes crueltie to leawe it But fhee knewe 
not fo perfitlie, as fince fhee did, of £lizabethe8 double dealinge. Shee, 
thinkinge that Elizabeth, her neareft kinnifwoman, wolde keepe touches 
with her, as ihee had promefed,in herlaft diftresfleeth for fuccoure to her, 
bearinge with her a iai£fe conduct, and throweth her felff in her armes, 
thinkinge fhee might be iaiweft with her, they beinge £b neare cufinges : 
fhee hopeth for aide and alMance from her, to help her in her righte 
againfl her ennemies, by reafon of ther confanguinitie, amitie and league 
of confederate, which was confermed betuine them by ambeflage, priwie 
and iecrete letters, and manie other interchangable markes and enfignes 
fent reciprocallie from ather to other, and Ipeciall promefle by obliga* 
tioun of woordes. This to be true, it is manifeft by the diamonda in 
forme of a hearte, (wherof Buchannan, his miffares fpitefull ennemie, 
maketh mention in his Epigrammes,) which was often fent betuine them. 
But yeet, notwithftandinge, all thb is quicklie forgotten, and albeit ewe- 
rie fuppliant and hofle be fent from Juppiter, (as Homer aUedgeth^) 
fhee no fooner arriweth in England but fhee is arrdled, keepte as a pre- 
foner, committed to the handes of her principall ennemiesi the beleaged 
confederates of her owen rebellis, which ar foortkwith Imbed, and rich- 
lie rewarded to accufe her of her hufbandes death, beinge weele inform- 
ed and in{tru£ted before of all they fhould faie or do in the bufinea by 
Elizabethes councell, with faire promefies of greate raoompence for ther 
paines. In the end, the accufars malice beinge diicowered» for thai tb«y 
had falflie and calumnioullie accided ther ladie and miftres of that eruell 
fa£le and crime, wh^off them felwes wer the authoures» fbee„ notwith- 
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ftttndinge, was more ifaarplie and rigorouflie handled then before, yea, 
and thofe that did ipeake anie one woorde in her fawour, for the truth 
againft her traiteroule accufars, wer wexed by all meanes poflible, howe 
gfreate Lordes foewer they wer, yea, ewen to the lofle of ther liwes 
and goode& Nowe, Elizabeth and Leicefters freindes, perceawinge ther 

9 

intentioune litle fett fordwarde or furthered by this ther pretence, vnder 
a vizare and cullonr of ieekinge iuftice, they intruded them felwes to be 
bufie in the emprefoned Queenes kitchen, by ther agentes bringinge 
tiiither fialle counterfoote drogges and wares out of Circes Ihope, to hawe 
giwen her an Italian figge, or poflet, as they call it, to hawe ride her 
out of the waie ; which thinge had no goode fuccefle by Goddes divine 
providence. So boith the foirfaide enterprife fealinge them, they cafte 
about an other waie to compafie the fonne, as they had alredie gotten 
the mother in ther clawes : they did omitt no thinge of that which they 
could, or wer able to do, to corrupte thofe which had the childe in ther 
keepinge, who wer fordwarde enough in this bulines, if Ibme malecon- 
tentes that fiiwoured the mother had not hindered ther treacherous de- 
fignes, fo that the Jovinian in&nt and golden illue of the mother, by the 
eipeciall prote^on of God, efcaped the handes of the ennemies of his 
lowinge mother ; and this is the occafion of ther furious and angrie rage, 
£eekinge ewer to rewenge themfelwes of her whome they had catched 
in ther handes, and when they perceiwed that the younge kinge, nowe 
cominge to the yeares of knowledge and difcretion, beganne to enquire 
who they wer that hadmurdered his fiither, anddefamedhismotherihame- 
leflie of the cruell fa^te, wheroff they wer the dewifers and executouris 
themfelwes, and that, after notice trulie taken by his Maieftie, leaminge 
that James Douglas, his prote£tour, was one of the principall, he, put- 
tmge him to die triale of his peeres, was founde guiltie, and accordinglie 
executed to death for his trealbnable defignes. 

I laie, feeinge her righte eie put out, Ihee addreiTes her felff 
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to awenge her felff of the captiue Queene ; alledgine that fliee fliould 
be the follicitour and ietter fordw^arde of this bufines : Howe fbone fliee 
heares of Douglas captiuitie, £hee lendes an armie to the frontiers to 
threaten warre if he wer not fett frie. But no threates could helpe : he 
is putt to death, as he iuftlie delerwed ; which, when fliee harde of, by 
the adwife of her councell fliee diflembleth the mater, partlie becaule 
fliee was in league with the younge kinge, which, to breke, wolde be 
thought mofl; diflionourable for her, in regarde he was conwidt and ad- 
iudged to die for trealbn ; and partlie, becaufe fliee hawinge her in her 
handes whom fliee thought to be the caufier of his death, fliee mighte, 
when fliee wold, awenge her malice vpon her, as in time fliee did to the 
full. This purpofe did like her weele ; and fo they proceede, for the 
ipace of fixe or leawen yeares, to laie trappes and fla-etch foorthe ther 
nettes to catche the innocent ladie. They betake them felwes all this 
while to putt papifl^s to death, fome iufllie, and other fome mofl; inno- 
centlie ; and in the end, to make this diftreffed ladie the more odious, 
it is blafed abroade by ther agentes that the Queene of Scottes had in- 
telligence with them whome fliee newer did fpeake with, fee, or harde 
of, her flraite keepinge was fuch, that no not her owen lerwantes could 
come to her prefence, nor anie other, but when ther agentes or them 
felwes, in whofe cuflodie fliee was. Confider, I praie you, howe this 
maie go for current, that this ladie could gett anie to deale for her in 
fuch weightie maters as fliee is charged with, fliee beinge fo diligentlie 
attended that fliee could do no thinge but by ther goode likinge and 
fufferance : howe, I praie you, can thefe two hange together ? Yeet, fliee 
muflie needes confpire againfl; Elizabeth and the flate : fliee mufl: needes 
hawe intelligence with the catholiques of England in all ther treacherous 
defignes : Elizabeth can not be fecured of her li£fe, nor the eflate pre- 
fer wed, fo longe as this ladie is referwed aliwe ; and therfore with toothe 
and naile, all delaie fett aparte, they addrefle themfelwes to put her to 
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death ; and for the better bringinge of ther purpoie about, there is a 
Parliament called, a lawe of ther owen is made, or rather, as it maie be 
better called, a particular priwiledge, againft the Queene of Scottes, is 
iuggefied ; it is ratifeed, and approwed as current by Elizabeth, bj the 
fiiggeftion of her greiate nightlie freinde, Leicefter. This priwiledge 
and ordinance, onworthie of the name of a lawe, is keepte fecrete, with- 
out anie fpeach of it for the fpace of a whole yeare after it was made. 

Then her freinde Leicefter, (if fo I maie name him, without offence 
done to Sir Chriftophere Chattam, her houlkeeper, who after became as 
greate a freinde to her as he,) is lent for to come home ; for with- 
out him could fliee do no thinge, neither durfte her eftates be bolde to 
attempte anie thinge without his adwife, he was fo cunninge and weele 
befeene in poifoninge : who, after he had managed his miftres afaires to 
her and his owen fhame, in the Lowe Countries, tranfported with rage 
and ftirie, retumeth to his miftres : he complaineth of his harde fortune, 
and alleageth to her that the Queene of Scottes was the caufie of the 
manifolde lofies he had abroade in his warres, when as rather his feble, 
cowardiflie (pirite, that could not abide to ftande before the face of the 
ennemie in oppen feelde in batle, was the ible emergent caufe of all his 
miffortunes in warre, as his ibioures can weele witnes : but the Earle of 
Darbie (aide flatlie, he fuffered him felff for feare to be bribed of the 
ennemie, and his foioures throates to be cutte. Then they beganne to 
awenge Leicefters quarrell on her, an^ongeft the reft of ther forged, pre- 
tended accuiatiouns, which they had dewifed to accuCe this poore, dif- 
trefled ladie of ; and thus they proceede, as afore hand they laide ther 
treacherous plottes, beginninge by the meanes of one Foumam and 
Thomas Philippes, the ferwantes and agentes of Wallingham, Eliza- 
bethes fecretarie: theydeale, and, byftore promefes and bribes, bringe the 
mater fo to pafle, that they corrupt one Gilbert Gifforde, one of the En- 
glifh feminarie in Rhemes in Fraunce, to finde out and pradtiie, as he 
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had alredie been inftru^d, Ibme crime againft this ladie in eaptiuitie, 
that they might giwe fome cuUour to ther abominable intended deC^ea. 
This leude willane addrefieth him feUf amongeft others to one Mr 
Paget and Morgan, peniioners to this ladie in Fraunce, and lb &rre 
foorth prewaileth he with them, that he drawedi letters from boith 
directed to fome of the Popiihe factioun in England, entreatinge them 
to make fome meanes for the deliwerie of the Queene emprefoned : and 
they procure fome other wretes for this purpoie, (as ibme alledge,) 
from the Queenes Secretaries, yea, as others laie, from her felff ; but 
this moft falfe laft aflertion could newer by anie meanes be prowed. 

Nowe you maie perceiwe the defire of Elizabeth and her councell 
broughte about as they wifhed. The letters and ther aunfwers ar giwen 
in Waliinghames handes, who was the cheiffe and principall agent in 
this buiines : Howe thofe to whome the letters wer wretin wer appre- 
hended, and the goode Queenes perfon and her ferwantes all leafen 
ypon ; and howe her papers, goolde, jewelles, ringes, and other fiimi- 
ture, wer taken from her, we hawe heirtofore (howen you. Thus they 
proceede forder, after they hawe led her longe about from place to place, 
with all indignitie and rewilinge Ipeeches againft her, without anie forder 
procefle ordourlie led, they bringe her before them, they charge her 
with ther foire conceiwed accu&tiounes which £hee newer dreamed of. 
Shee denieth all, but in fpeciall, that odious crime they impofed againft 
her, that ihee had attempted and confjpired againft the perfon of her 
cuiinge : ther fliee called God and Angelles to witnes, that that was a 
moft odious flaunder, and that fliee newer plotted or imagined anie fuch 
thinge, nor done anie other exploiter or giwen her adwUe to her preiu- 
dice ; fliee (aide fliee did onlie that which God and nature did permitte 
her to do, which was to deliwer her felff, if fliee could, of longe miferie 
of a tyrannicall emprefonment. 

The Secretaries ar examined fecretlie, and outragiouflie threatned to 
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Ipeake ibme thinge to the difawaotage of ther miftres. Ther depofi- 
tioones wer newer ihowen openlie, wherbje it appeareth they newer 
chained her with anie thinge ; they wer newer broughte to her pre- 
fence^ nor anie other wifcnes to her preiudice^ yeet for all this, the depu- 
tie Commiflkm^rs from Elizabeth proceede to execute ther befoire con- 
cealed defignes ; althought ther confciences tolde them, that thefe pre- 
tended, allec^d accu&tiouns and crimes was foi^^ed and inwented to 
ther plealure, and at ther commaunde and warrant therto. And albeit 
they had beene true, yeet God had newer apointed them to be iudges 
of a Soweraigne princes, a Queene borne to one kingdome, the daugh- 
ter and heire of a renouned and anointed kinge, and ihee her felff by 
manage the Queene of ane other realme more auncient both and more 
honourable then ewer Elizabeth, or anie her aunceftoures or prede* 
ceflbures wer, as is weele knowen to all princes throughout the whole 
Chrifiianitie. Shee newer wold aknoweledge them her laweiull iudges, 
nor Elizabeth, ther miftres, her luperiour in anie thinge, as is prowed aU 
redie in the aU^fatiounes and reafons lett doune alredie. Yeet her 
aunfwers ar enrolled, without anie forder folemnitie, the curled con- 
fpiratoures agunft the Lordes anointed, fent foorthe from cruell Jeza- 
bell, giwe fentence £o falfe in werie deede, that beinge eihamed of it, they 
wold newer iuffer it to be publifhed in particular, as is weele knowen. 
The crimes wheroff they accuied this ladie, and the enfuinge cruell ien- 
tence, is declared to be true by proclamatioun ; ihee ftandeth conwidl, 
attainted ; they, in ther pretended maner, degrade her of all nobilitie, 
honour andrenoune: Iheeisfoirfeetedof the crouneof England, anddomi- 
niounstheroff, for her and hersforewer : Heire is ther honourable proceed** 
inge that they bragge of. Ther newer anie witnes ufed in the mater. 
There is onlie one woorde Ipoken by the ladie accufed, which was this, that 
ihee foughte onlie her libertie from longefome emprefbnment, tyranni- 
callie ufed againft her, which God and nature gaiwe her leiwe to do. 



216 HISTORY OF 

This is all that they can alledge againft her» and jeet it concemeih 
no thinge the fa£te in queftion ; for all this tiiej ezdame againft her, 
as the Jewes did againft our Sawiour, You hawe harde his bla^hemie, 
what needeth anie witnefles ? Such a fummarie proceedinge againft a 
Soweraigne Queene was newer harde nor rede o^ nor iuch a fhewe and 
forme- of iuftice hath newer beene pra&ized, no, not againft die moft 
abiedt, damnable criminall perfon in the world ; for albeit the prefoner 
had confefled the crime urged againft her, and awouched it with her 
owen mouth, yeet the lawe doeth not permitt to fitte therupon in iudg- 
ment of condemnatioun, if the confeffion of the accufed criminall be not 
awerred, and leane ypon other notices, and be conformed by the iky- 
inges and depolitiouns of witnefles. The longefome rigour of prefon, 
diigufie, and litle regarde to liwe anie longer, and difdaine of the prefent 
condition, maie force a perfon owerweeried to defire death at the handes 
of ther ennemie, to finifhe ther former trubles and aduerfe miffortunes* 
Death is not terrible to all : Manie do haften ther owen death, hj giw- 
inge evidence againft them fel wes, to lee an end of ther former miferies ; 
manie wiihe it, afpiringe to a more happie liffe. All the auncient and late 
lawers, yea, reafon it ielff, do forbidde and prohibite to put anie perfon 
to death vpon a iimple confeflion of anie perfon ; yeet beholde the ho- 
nourable proceedinge of Elizabeth and her eftates againft her cufinge 
prefoner : Jezabell and her damnable crewe of cruell murderars, all 
deedlie ennemies to this princes, be, in fteade of accufars, witnefles 
and judges condemninge her to death, which fhee longe had looked for 
and expected ; to giwe, I faie, out the fentence of death againft her, 
awerred onlie by her fimple confeflion, not of the crime they accufe 
her of, but of a thinge which God and the lawe of nature permitted her 
to do, which was this, that fhee minded to feeke her owen libertie, and 
fett her felff frie of the barbarous tyrannie of her longefome emprelbn- 
ment. 
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If fliee had confefied that, to lett her felff at libertie, fhee had con- 
ipired agamft Elizabethes liffe, or attempted anie mater pr^iudiciall to 
her eflate, thej had had fome apparence of reafbn for ther proceedinges 
fo fiimmarlie. But Ihee hath ewer fwome ypon her honour and con* 
Icience the contrarie, jea, at werie point of death, yeeldinge her foule in 
the handes of her Sauioure, ihee protefted thus ypon her fidratioun, ihee 
onlie iboght libertie, but not to ihedde anie bloode for the attaininge ther*? 
off. But jeet to giwe cullour to ther proceedinges, that they had werie 
honourablie dealte in this mater, thej figne the cruell fentence with ther 
handes, they fend it to the Chriftian kinge of Fraunce, to excufe them and 
ther miftres; thej wrete vnto him thus, That the Queene of Scottes was 
fo contrarie to her in all her a£iiouns, that ther liwes could not be com* 
patible and fubfift together, and that it was neceflarie for one of them 
fliould be aflured of liffe and eftate bj the death of the other. It is 
woorthe the notinge to fhowe the falihes of the pretended accuiatiounes, 
that thej alledge they could finde no other meanes to laiwe Elizabeth 
aliwe, but by the death of the neareft kinnifwoman Ihee had in the 
world. Fie, (hameles mouthes, ipeake plainlie the truth I Had you not 
longe before premeditated and fiibomed, yea dewiied a plotte to trape 
this ladie in ? Your confidences and your God knoweth you did it, and 
that you longe before imagined amongeft your felwes to putt her to 
death, accufinge her, and pronuncinge your fentence ib cruellie againll 
her, moft iniufilie condemninge her of theie thinges which fhee newer 
dreamed of. But ther is a righteous iudge who did beholde and fie all 
your doinges, and her innocencie. 

It is weele knowen to manie thoufimdes in Fraunce, that manie of 
your £Etworites and fa£tioune there had the copie of your cruell, dewil- 
iihe fentence againft the Queene of Scottes, not onlie before it was pror 
nunced, but alfo before the Commiffionars.had taken anie notice of the 
paufe, and before you beganne to proceede. The Chriftian kinge, by 
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this meanesy came to knowe in what danger his fifter was like to be 
brought ; and therfore, in all hafte, did dilpatche Mounfieur de Belliure, 
Councellour of Eftate, towardes Elizabeth, to ihowe her the noweltie 
and infolence of this iudgement, and the iufte occafion he had to take 
notice theroff, if Ihee ihould proceede in the execution theroff. The en- 
nemies of the Qneene of Scottes, to hinder the Lord of Belliure to hawe 
accefle to ther mifhres, made a &l£e brute ahroade, that he had Inroughte 
the plague from Paris, and that fome of his followers were deade ther- 
off by the waie, and fome war ficke of it. When he demaunded ludg- 
inge at London fitte for liich a ambafladour as he was, it was denied 
him, fo that he was confirained to take fuch eafe as he could hawe, to 
his greate coafie and d&arges in an inne. The daie of his audience apoint- 
ed, it was put to a newe daie, and then he was but halfe harde, and rud- 
lie interrupted almoft ewerie woorde he did ipeake. The nezte time he 
came to hawe audience, Elizabeth iett her felff doune to the cardes, as 
diidaininge to heare him, when he propounded the reft of the mater he 
came for ; all the aunfwere ihee made, beinge importuned of him, that 
within foure daies he fliould heare and fee forder. In this delaie, in 
^te of the Chriftian kinges ambafladour, fhee cauHed to be publiflied 
through the citie of Londone with founde of trumpett, and fixed vpon 
the pofles in the flred;es and markett places of the citie, the cruell lien- 
tence and iudgement, after fhee had lent it to be propounded to the 
Queene prefoner hj mj Lord of Buchurfl, whofe grandfather , did 
foirnine. his cuntrie, leawinge Wales for ftealinge of horfe, who him 
felff alfb beinge Heigh Treafurer of England, < hawinge f^oUen, bj 
forgerie, a lordfhipe of lande oniuftlie from a weele meaninge knighte, 
whome.ihe conwented before the. councell to iuftifie his . faUhoode 
and indire3;ed proceedings The knighte defiringe God to^fhowe the 
Tighte, Buchurft aunfwered him, with an proteftatioun toi the coun- 
cell, that he wold make it beleene howe he iufllie.had that' lor dihipe ; 
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and whilles he is ^eakinge thefe woordes, and pullinge out fome 
writtes out of his pokett^ he gaiwe rp the ghofte. So honourable and 
iuile wer his aSiiounes^ as his fearfull end did declare. 

ByBuchurftand Mr Beale, notarie apointed for the forminge of the pro- 
cefie againft the Queene, I faie, was it not food to her, which, while it 
was fignified ynto her Maieftie bj woorde of mouth, and hj pronuncinge 
bywrete in readinge it in her eares, (hee newer mowed at it, nor chaunged 
her countenance; but beinge all red and ended, ihee iaide fweetlie, ihee 
thanked God for the honour he had apointed for her, to fuffer for his 
name, and not for anie offence thought or committed by her againft her 
cufinge : God forgiwe her and them all, as I do with all mj hearte. 

The fentence beinge notifeed to the Queene, is broughte backe to 
London, and, in figne of loje, the belles be runge S4 houres, all the greate 
ordinance in the Toure is ihotte, bonefires be made throughout the citie, 
and finallie, no thinge is lefte vndone to fhowe ther ioye : but iince all 
this ioye hath beene turned into heawines, and Elizabeth, at her owen 
death, had no fuch quiett departure in the peace of confcience, nor anie 
that was interefted in the iheddinge of this innocent bloode, as this 
goode ladie had. God forgiwe them all, and laie it not to ther charge. 

But to retume to the mater in hande. As the French ambaiTadour 
had no goode aunlwere to his contentment in the bufines he came for, 
ewen fo the ambafladour of the jounge Kinge of Scottes, this ladies 
fime, that made eameft fute for the laiftie of his mothers liffe, was no 
better delte with, but with brawadoes anewe boith wer faced out, and 
in the end thej Imd this aunfwere, fhee gaiwe them leawe to go, and 
that ihee wold go about to diipatche fome of hers, within fixe or eighte 
weekesafter, tothermaifiers, to make them aunfwere in that theycamefor. 

This beinge done, thejproceede to the execution of the crueU fentence 
in forme before alledged, which I feare againe to reporte in regarde of 
the wilianies in this ladies perfbn, they ha we offered to all Soweraigne 
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kinges, princes and potentates, ynder the cope of heawen ; for the out- 
ragious dealinges hath been ufed againft her, boith before and after her 
death, wer fo monftrousand inhumane, that the uglie monfter that com- 
maunded them to excufe her felff of them, is conftrained to flie to that 
commune and miferable defence, that they proceeded without her priwi- 
tie, and againft her meaning; and to gtwe fhewe to her (peech, to make 
it feeme to hawe truth when it hath none, fliee hath caufied Secretarie 
Dauidfon to be committed to the Toure of Liondon, where fliee caufied 
him be better entertained, and liweth more at his owen eale, then if he 
wer at his owen houie* If he did it belides her knoweledge, which fliee 
alledged, that is, gaiwe out the warrant for the execution of this LidieA 
whie is he not putt to death ? and whie did fliee fett her hand to it, 
and committ to him to keepe ? But all this is but iuglerie to dazell 
mennes ejes. Whie did fliee not addrefle her (eUf to her freindes Lei- 
cefter, Cecile, and others that commaunded it, and not to dier flaiwe 
who could not do withall, nor durfte not diibbeie them, nor do anie 
thinge in this mater, beinge of gi^ate confequence, againft her and ther 
goode likinge, had fliee not figned it with her owen hand that which 
brought this ladie to her graiwe ? Shee could do no more, onles fliee 
wold hawe put her hand to execute her her felff, and be her burrive, 
which fliee wold with all her hearte hawe done 20 yeares ago, if fliee 
could hawe had the occafion offered her : nowe fliee findeth a fitter 
oportunitie, when fliee feeth all Chriftian princes compafled in ther 
afaires by plottes, fubtilities and treafouns fturred vp [hj'} her againft 
them, that none could take notice of her dewiliflie tyrannie. Shee per* 
ceiwed weele, that the kinge of Spaine was ib entangled in his warres 
of Flaunders and her theiwiflie py rates, that he could not hawe lealbre 
to awenge him felff of her : and fliee treacherouflie had flurred vp a 
ftronge armie of Reefl;ers to enter Fraunce to truble all there : and for 
this ladies Ibnne, then beinge younge, fliee by her bribes* had corrupted 
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one of his ambaiIadouris» that before he came from Berwicke, he heinge 
a falfe hearted papiftei betraide his maifters legacie, fendinge woorde hj 
poft to this Je&bell to difpatch his miftres before he came, bj this em- 
price and note» Mortui non mordent, the deade bite not. And the 
true hearted ambafladour that lauboured with tuith and naile for his 
leige lord his maifters mothers Ii£fe» Ihee brawed him and rewiled him 
with all her mcdne imd ipitte, fb that the dewile him feliS; Machiwell, 
nor no other Atheift» can be i)}>le to practize anie thinge which Ihee hath 
not lefte vndone for the difquetinge of the aecumenike Chriftian world. 
- Ther is one thinge which I can not omitt, which was dewifed to cuU 
loure her crueltie to hawe a fliewe of iufl» wengeance, and to perfuade 
the world, was certanlie refolwed and concluded, if the confpiratouris 
had taken place : Shee flurred yp one Mr Sta£Forde, brother to her 
Ambafladour in Fraunce, to encounter Monfieur Ambafladour Chaflieu 
for the French kinge, (as fliee pleafeth to tearme him,) and fliee became 
fo impudent that fliee wold hawe confronted him to her, and giwen him 
Cecile and Walfinghame to be his iudges. Shee made alio fome to foUowe 
after Monfieur de Trapes, ajid bringe him backe prefoner to London, 
takinge from him his letter which he caried for the kinge his maifter ; but 
findinge not one woorde in them which mighte make anie fliowe to the 
alledged confpiracie, fliee riddes her handes of him and difmifles him. 
It was a commendable cuftome amongeft the auncientes, that they 
wold firft difcharge ther gueftes and freindes of ther companie, to giwe 
them notice that they did beare them no goode will, that if, perhappes, 
they fliould fland in neede to iaie rnto them, they wolde not giwe 
them anie entertainement, nor ludginge, or anie other encouragement 
to exipe£t anie goode at ther handes ; and fo fliould Elizabeth hawe 
done to her cufinge. Shee fliould difcharged her when fliee fend her 
woorde that fliee was to come within her kingdome : fliee fliould hawe 
fent her backe againe the woued gages and pledges of the mutuall amitie 
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and freindfhijpe promefed : ihee ihould hawe fend her woorde, before fliee 
came in her cuntrie, that ihee had a confederatiotin with this ladies mor- 
tall ennemies and rebellis, and that Ihee preferred her league ihee had 
with them before hers. But no fiich mater tooke ihee ewer in hand ; 
for her purpofe was ewer by cunninge to allure and entife this Queene, 
by faire promefes in a fliewe of amitie, to come to her, where Ihee mighte 
be fure with her felff ; or if this did not (atiffie her, ihee wolde accom- 
panie her, in her owen perfon, as farr ^orthe as the frontiers of ther 
two kingedomes, and by force of armes fett her in frie and peaceable 
poifeflion of her former authoritie. But howe weele this was perform- 
ed, lett the world iudge : in fteade all thefe her faire cohditiouns, after 
Ihee came within her pawes, as a fiippliant feekinge the promefed woued 
fuccoure, ihee is ewerie waieabufed, deipifed, reproched, and trappes 
laide for her liffe by poifon, the fworde, and all other meanes poflEible, 
till ihee is brought to her utter mine. 
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